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A. INTRODUCTION 

The December 1996 European Council in Dublin welcomed the report from the Council on 

the progress made since its meeting in Florence. 

It expressed in particular its satisfaction on the Council's agreement on a Joint Action on the 

.. "approximation of the laws and practices of the Member States to combat drug addiction and 

prevent and combat illicit drug trafficking, and the resolutions on sentencing for serious drug 

trafficking offenses, on combating drug tourism and on drug production and cultivation. 

-.Furthermore, it welcomed the adoption of the Programme for Community action on the 

prevention of drug dependence. 
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The European Council also stressed the need to maintain the momentum by developing 

further measures and endorsed the proposals for action contained in the Council's report 

(doc. 10884/5/96 CORDROGUE 81). The work programme of the Netherlands Presidency 

(doc. 5672/97 CORDROGUE 3) provided for the follow-up of the European Council's 

orientations on new measures and of the Joint Action of 17 December 1996 concerning 

approximation of the laws and practices of the Member States to combat drug addiction and 

prevent and combat illicit drug trafficking. The purpose of this interim report is to summarise , 
the progress of activities that took place in the field of illicit drugs under the Netherlands 

Presidency. As requested by the European Council in Dublin, a full progress report will be 

presented to the European Council at the end of 1997. This full progress report will evaluate 

the measures taken in 1997 to refine and complement them. 

The steps taken are dealt with in the following order in this report: 

1 . Demand reduction 

2. Supply reduction 

3. Action at the international level 

For ease of reference a detailed table of actions is attached. 

B. SUMMARY OF 'PROGRESS DURING THE FIRST SEMESTER OF 1997 

1 . Demand reduction , 

Prevention 

Following the adoption in December 1996 of the Programme for Community action in the 

prevention of drug dependence in the field of public health, implementation measures have 

been launched immediately by the European Commission in January 1997. 

8520/2/97 
DG H II 

JV/vj EN 

- 2 -



Work also continues on the implementation of two other Community programmes that touch 

upon drug related issues, namely : 

the action programme on health promotion, information, education and training, 

the action programme on the prevention of aids and other communicable diseases. 

EMCDDA 

The Council welcomed the first general report of 9ctivities of the EMCDDA (1996) and 

reaffirmed its mandate. The Commission presented to the European parliament and the 

Council its report on the achievements of the EMCDDA in the period 1994-1996. 

During the first half of 1997, the EMCDDA and the Member States further developed 

REITOX (the European Information Network on Drugs and Drug Addiction). Another 

.. important activity of the EMCDDA has been the preparation of a report on new trends in 

synthetic drug use, which will be presented shortly. Furthermore, special attention has been 

paid to improve the comparability of data within the European Union. 

Monitoring 

The Netherlands Presidency organised a conference on monitoring of illicit drugs and drug 

use in Amsterdam on 23-24 May. Main themes were: frequency of illicit drug use in the 

general population and in schools; monitoring of relatively inaccessible high risk groups; 

monitoring treatment and care; monitoring the supply side and its implications for public 

health. 

Research 

Together with the Commission and the incoming Luxembourg Presidency important steps 

are being taken in the field of drugs research. Following the European Council Resolution on 

the main areas of drug related research an inventory questionnaire has been developed and 

sent to the Member States.ln November 1997, during a symposium on this issue, a report 

of this inventory will be presented and priorities for the research agenda will be further 

refined. 

Furthermore, a seminar on the biomedical, epidemiological and sociological aspects of 

synthetic drug consumption will be held in September 1997. 
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2. Supply reduction 

In the field of supply reduction, work focused mainly, though not exclusively, on the imple­

mentation of the Joint Action of 17 December 1996 concerning the approximation of the 

laws and practices of the Member States to combat drug addiction and prevent and combat 

illicit drug trafficking. It was decided that the yearly implementation report, as stipulated by 

article 11 of the said joint action, will differentiate between implementation measures at 

three distinct levels, namely: 

measures taken at the level of the European Union; 

measures taken at regional level (that is by groups of Member States); 

measures taken at national level. 

The first yearly report on the implementation of the joint action is due at the end of 1997. 

This part of the interim report focuses primarily on the results achieved at Union level during 

the first semester of 1997 with regard to the implementation of the joint action (with 

reference to the priorities as set out in part II.A. of the Netherlands work programme), as 

well as other related activities in the field of supply reduction. Where appropriate, activities 

at regional or bilateral level are referred to by way of example. 

Reinforcing the external frontiers/Customs cooperation 

The work in the Council on the finalisation of the Naples II Convention on the mutual 

assistance between customs authorities is being progressed although certain issues have still 

to be settled. Specific joint surveillance operations, in particular at external borders, have 

taken place or are about to take place. Furthermore, the Council adopted a Resolution on a 

manual setting out guidelines for the conduct of joint surveillance operations. Discussions 

are still taking place on the strategic action programme for customs cooperation in the third 

pillar. 

Finally, a number of initiatives (guidelines, common action, seminars) have been launched 

with regard to the customs control of containers. A joint action on risk analysis has been 

agreed upon, enabling customs authorities to focus on high risk situations and thus permit 

optimum use of available resources. 

Some Member States concluded bilateral MoU's to facilitate the exchange of customs 

personnel, exchange of information and/or joint operations. 
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Controlled deliveries 

The EU Manual on controlled deliveries, drawn up under the Irish Presidency, was expanded 

to include information on Norway and Iceland. 

In the context of a special meeting on controlled deliveries organised by the Netherlands 

Presidency, experts from the Member States and the countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

met to discuss the practical and legal problems. A procedure for the expansion of the Manual 

to include information from these countries was established. , 

Combating drug trafficking. including drug tourism 

On the basis of EDU'sreport on the involvement of drug trafficking networks via the Balkan 

routes, efforts are being made to take follow up action at the operational level. Two projects 

involving EDU's analytical department and its liaison and law enforcement teams of the 

Member States will be launched. Furthermore, a study by EDU on potential methods of 

exploiting financial institutions by criminal groups will be finalised shortly . 

.. . EDU, in cooperation with experts from Member States and the Commission, also presented 

an analysis of the threat to the European Union posed by Latin American criminal 

organisations invoJved in drugs trafficking. A joint strategy and an operational plan of action 

for combating Latin American organised crime more effectively will be drawn up by a group 

of experts. 

In the framework of the implementation of the Resolution on combating drug tourism, 

several Member States stepped up their efforts to combat drug tourism by organising joint 

operations (e.g. Hazeldonk). The experiences gained in these operations may serve as a 

model for development at EU-Ievel. 

As was decided under the Irish Presidency, EDU will, in its yearly report, report on serious 

forms of drug tourism. 

8520/2/97 
.DG H II 

JV/vj EN 

- 5 - I 



Combating drug production, in particular synthetic drugs 

The Council has agreed on a joint action on the introduction of an early-warning mechanism 

for new synthetic drugs. This joint action creates a mechanism for rapid exchange of 

information on new synthetic drugs and the assessment of their risks in order to permit the 

application of existing measures of control on psychotropic substances to new synthetic 

drugs. 

A first inventory of new synthetic drugs not covered by the UI\J Conventions has been 

compiled. 

The Commission presented a communication to the Council and the European Parliament on 

the control of new synthetic drugs, clarifying the Commission's views concerning a global 

and integrated approach on this issue. The Communication develops in particular the 

Commission's ideas on the surveillance of precursors for new synthetic drugs and on 

aspects of international cooperation in this regard. 

EDU is drafting a manual on the detection of illicit production of all types of drugs, including 

guidelines on dismantling clandestine synthetic drugs laboratories. 

EDU has updated the manual on the description of synthetic drugs (Logo project) to be used 

by police and custom authorities. Work is also in progress concerning the implementation 

of the joint action on chemical profiling of drugs and setting up of a drugs purity indicator 

system. 

As far as co-operation with forensic laboratories is concerned, the European Network on 

Forensic Science Institutes (ENFSI) has been asked to advise on the comparability of 

methods of research on the composition and external features of drugs. A seminar for 

forensic laboratories was organised by the Netherlands Presidency covering, inter alia, the 

exchange of experience regarding chemical profiling techniques used by the various 

laboratories. 

The Netherlands Presidency, together with the Commission and EDU, organised a multi 

disciplinary seminar on synthetic drugs on 28 and 29 April in Eindhoven to improve 

cooperation between the various players involved (forensic laboratories, law enforcement 

services and magistrates). A concrete result was the creation of a network between the 

forensic laboratories. One of the conclusions was that there is a need for clear and more 

consistent legislation, be it by generic clauses or by adequate listing, to control new 

synthetic drugs. 
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Preventing the diversion of precursors 

Closely related to combating the production and trafficking of drugs is preventing the 

diversion of precursors. Ongoing information exchange is taking place between the Member 

States and the Commission in the framework of the Precursors Committee set up by EC 

Regulation 3677/90 and Directive 92/109. In addition, MoU's have been or are being 

completed in Member States between the competent administrations and industry/trade. 

Finally, the PREXCO database installations serving as a support in export control matters, 

are now fully operational and will help to accelera~e the decision making process. 

Improved exchange of information 

A Conference (lntellex Conference) was organised in Noordwijk on 20/22 May 1997 with 

the aim of improving practices and legal bases for the exchange of intelligence between law 

enforcement departments. 

Money laundering 

The Contact Committee, set up by Directive 91/308/EEC on money laundering, is examining 

a draft opinion outlining the professions and bodies which involve a special risk of being 

used for money laundering purposes. 

Furthermore, the Commission is preparing its second report on the implementation of the 

Directive. 

It has been decided to carry out a feasibility study on an information exchange system 

relating to money laundering activities, financed through the OISIN programme. 

Combating illegal use of modern means of communication including the Internet 

Concerning the illegal use by criminal organisations, and in particular drug traffickers, of 

modern means of communication including the Internet, work has started at technical level 

in the field of police cooperation with a view to ensuring means of interception and control. 

Implementation of Joint Action 

It is recalled that the French delegation has forwarded on 22 May 1997 detailed proposals 

(cf. doc. 8069/97 CORDROGUE 24) for implementation of the Joint Action of December 

1996 on the approximation of laws and practices between Member States with a view to 

combatting drug addiction and preventing and combatting illicit trafficking in drugs. 
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3. Action at the international level 

Countries of Central and Eastern Europe 

Under the Irish Presidency, drugs was the main issue of the structured dialogue with the 

CEEC's. As a follow-up, a special meeting with the CEEC's was organised by the 

Netherlands Presidency in March, to review the im plementation of the recommendations and 

to step up cooperation in the field of drugs. In addition, the CEEC's participated in the 

seminars on synthetic drugs and controlled deliveries. 

In view of the new Phare-orientations to assist the candidate countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe in the preparation of accession to the EU, the Phare Multi-Country Drugs 

Programme will increase focus towards activities which will accelerate the development of 

the necessary legal and institutional framework in the CEES's which meet the EU­

requirements in the field of drugs. 

Caribbean and Latin America 

Energetic implementation of the Caribbean Drugs Plan of Action has been undertaken by the 

. Commission and concerned Member States. Five studies have been conducted by experts 

from the Member States and the Commission, in close cooperation with the regional partners 

and the US. These studies concern treatment and rehabilitation needs, the law enforcement 

training and equipment needs, development of forensic capacity, intelligence 

communications network, maritime cooperation and rehabilitation. On the basis of the 

recommendations resulting from these studies, further steps for implementation of the plan 

of action will be considered. A follow-up meeting is being arranged, in conjunction with the 

UNDCP, in the Caribbean in November. In the framework of EU-support to the Caribbean 

Action Plan, the establishment of a regional precursor control mechanism is being pursued 

in cooperation with OAS/CICAD. 

With regard to the 66 recommendations from the expert mission to Latin America, which 

were presented to;'the European Councii of Dublin, the European Commbsion and the 

Member States are in the process of identifying the priorities to be set. Furthermore it was 

decided that an analysis will be made of the EDU report on activities of criminal 

organizations from Latin America, in order to explore areas where closer cooperation 

between the EU and Latin America is needed. 
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Alternative development projects in Latin America and other drug-related projects continued 

to be carried out by the EC and Member States, concentrating on target countries such as 

Bolivia, Colombia, and Peru. 

During the Ministerial meeting between the EU and the Rio group on 7-8 April 1997 in 

Noordwijk, it was agreed that a meeting of experts in the framework of the EU-Rio group 

dialogue will take place in 1997 in order to intensify cooperation in the fight against drugs. 

At the separate meeting of the Member States of, the EU with the Andean countries in 

Noordwijk, it was confirmed that the Presidency would have a second High Level Group 

which will take place in Brussels on 18 and 19 June 1997. 

Initiative on Central Asia 

Following the 'conclusion of the European Council in Dublin, an EU expert mission visited 

Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakstan and Kyrgyzstan. Its preliminary findings suggest a 

similar situation in all of the countries visited. The main problem identified is the illegal 

transit of drugs but recent years have also seen a steep increase in drug addiction and 

related criminality. The mission has already identified a need for assistance to build up the 

appropriate legislative framework to combat drugs and money laundering, to improve co­

ordination between law enforcement bodies and to strengthen border controls. Such 

assistance could take the form of legal and institutional aid as well as training and other 

practical support. The mission's overall report will contribute to a full assessment of the 

need for co-operation via TACIS with a view to establishing rapidly some projects in the field 

of drugs with the possibility of finance from the 1997 budget. 

Transatlantic Dialogue 

Within the framework of the transatlantic dialogue a precursor agreement between the EU 

and the US was concluded and signed during the EU-US summit on 28 May 1997. The 

importance of maintaining co-ordination and co-operation with the US in counter drug-efforts 

in the Caribbean region was recognised. 
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Precursors 

In addition to activities undertaken within the EU to prevent the diversion of precursors, at 

international level efforts are being made to conclude and implement agreements on the 

control of precursors between the EC and third countries or other regional organisations. 

Discussions have started with the Andean countries regarding technical assistance and 

training. Work is in progress to conclude similar agreements with the ASEAN and Mercosur 

countries, and with Canada and Chile. As regards cooperation on precursors with the 

CEEC's, a specific PHARE project is being developed,'including the support for adoption of 

compatible legislation with those of the EC and the setting up of an electronic mail network. 

Cooperation with other partners and with other organisations 

Cooperation with other key partners continued to develop in the appropriate frameworks, 

such as the Barcelona Declaration, the EC/ASEAN Convention, the Dublin Group, the 

Pompidou Group and the UNDCP. In the framework of the CND, the preparation for the UN 

General Assembly special session on drugs (June 1998) has started. 
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I. Demand reduction 
,--

Field of action 

Programme of Community 
action on the prevention of 
drug dependence 

Programme of Community 
action on health promotion, 
information, education and 
training 

Programme of Community 
action on the prevention of 
AIDS and other communicable 
diseases 

EC framework programme of 
research and development 
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Objectives 

This five-year programme, within the framework for 
action ill the field of public health, aims to help in 
combating drug dependence, by encouraging 
cooperation between Member States, supporting 
their action and promoting coordination between 
their policies and programmes In order to prevent 
dependence linked to the use of narcotic and 
psychotropic substances 

This five-year programme aims to promote and 
support the provision of information and education 
on healthy lifestyles, laying emphasis on the 
activities identified in the framework for action in the 
field of public health 

This five-year programme, within the framework for 
action in the field of public health, considers drug 
addicts as a risk group and supports related 
prevention measures 

Implementation of the drugs pnorltles established by 
the Research Council of 5 December 1996 

JV/vj 

ANNEX 

State of play 

- informatIOn on activities relating to the 
programme is obtainable at the Europa 
Internet site: 
(http://europa.eu.intlen/comm/dg05/ 
health/ph/main.htm); 

- programme launched in January 1997; 
implementation focused on data, research 
and evaluation; information, education and 
training 

Implemented since 1996, includes support for 
the European network of schools promoting 
health and initiatives to prevent alcohol abuse 

Implemented since 1996; covers the issue of 
HIV/hepatitis and other communicable diseases 
in relation to drug addicts 

Together with the Netherlands Presidency and 
the incoming Luxembourg Presidency, the 
Commission is preparing a seminar on the 
research aspects (biomedical, epidemiological 
and sociological) of the consumption of 
synthetic drugs (Brussels, September 1997) 
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EMCDDA - Implementation of 
the work programme (WP) 
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Development and consolidation of the REITOX 
network 

Improve the quality and comparability of key 
epidemiological indicators 

JV/vj 

• Development of the coordination/organization 
structure (creation of a REITOX department) 

• Development of the technological structure of 
the network (electronic communication 
system via the Internet) 

• Simplification and rationalization of the tasks 
involved in the REITOX WP and procedures 
for organizing the work (co-financing) 

PrQi!;!cts curren!l~ being imQlemented 
(implementation of WP 96 further to the 
proceedings of the seminar on prevalence held 
in ,996): 
• comparability of surveys on the general 

population 
* comparability of national estimates of 

prevalence 
* comparability of the estimates of prevalence 

at local level 
* organization of a seminar on qualitative 

studies of drug consumption 
* development of standard protocols for 

estimating deaths linked to drug 
consumption 

Projects Qlann~d for mid-1997 
(implementation of WP 97): 
* qualitative study of concealed groups 
* death rate among drug addicts 
* early-warning indicators 

EN 
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EMCDDA study on drug-related 
urban petty crime 
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Improve information on drug demand reduction 
activities and their effectiveness 

Collect information on new trends in synthetic drugs . . 

Cooperate with UNDCP, Pompidou Group, WHO, 
EDU 

Inventory of existing networks and feasibility of an 
information exchange system and a system for 
further research and training 

JV/vj 

Proi~cts completed or under way (WP 96 
and 97): 
* organization of the first European conference 

on prevention in the field of drugs 
* creation of a "Prevention instruments bank" 
* finalization of the information system 

concerning demand reduction activities 
* publication of guidelines for evaluating 

prevention programmes 
* publication of a monograph on the scientific 

evaluation of demand reduction activities 
* study on demand reduction activities at the 

workplace 
* workshops on the evaluation of treatment 

* Completion of studies begun in 1996 in the 
field of epidemiology and demand reduction 
and publication of their findings 

* EMCDDA contribution to the 
detection/evaluation system taking shape at 
Community level 

As part of the eftor"t to rationalize such 
cooperation, a coordination and 
information-exchange mechanism is being 
developed between EMCDDA and UNDCP 

Study completed 
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Quantities of each drug that, in 
practice, the judicial authorities 
in each Mem ber State consider 
for personal use and for various 
levels of trafficking 
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II. Supply reduction 

Field of action 

Joint actIon of 
17 December 1996 on 
approximation of laws and 
practices 

new synthetic drugs 
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Objectives 

Increase the effectIveness of the fight against drug 
addiction; step up prevention and the fight against 
drug trafficking 

A. Introduce, by means of a Joint action: 
1. an early warning mechanism using an 

information exchange system 
2. evaluation of health risks 
3. control (if necessary) over the new synthetic 

drugs 

B. Establish an overall approach to the problem 

C. Improve cooperation between the different 
players involved with synthetic drugs 

D. Improve knowledge of the extent of the 
phenomenon 

JV/vj 

State of play 

ImplementatIon IS proceeding 

- Agreement of principle to be finalized 

- Presentation by the Commission of a 
communication on the control of the new 
synthetic drugs 

- Seminar held in Eindhoven on 28 and 
29 April (initiative of Presidency, 
Commission, EDU), attended by experts 
(police forensic laboratories, law enforcement 
agencies and judges) 

- Inventory of the new synthetic drugs 
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EUROPOLIEDU contribution to 
the fight against drug 
trafficking 
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-

-

.' 

Ratification of the Convention 

Prepa'ration for the stage after the Europol 
Convention comes into force 

Creation of a computerized system 

EDU: 
(a) strategic reports 

(b) specific projects: 
• logo Project concerning synthetic drugs 

(description of external features) 
• implementation of the joint action of 

29.11.1996 concerning the exchange of 
information on the chemical profiling of 
drugs 

• introduction of a purity indicator system 

• directory of competences in the field of 
law enforcement (including the fight 
against drug trafficking) 

JV/vj 

- Ratification by UK and commitment to 
ra,tification at the end of 1997 by the 
Mem ber States 

- Agreement on staff regulations and the rules 
concerning analysis files; adoption of the 
protocol on privileges and immunities; 
substantial progress on other texts 

-, .. 

- Work under way in accordance with the 
objectives 

- Implementation of operational projects 
concerning the Balkan route; establishment of 
a strategy concerning latin American criminal 
orga nizations 

- Updating of the manual for the use of police 
and customs authorities 

- Work in progress 

.-
- Continuation of the work in conjunction with 

the work on the price indicator system 
- Work in progress 
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Customs cooperation 
- Naples II Convention 

- Joint customs surveillance 
operations 

- Strategic action programme 
for customs 

- Methods of detection and 
control 

- Control of containers 
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-
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Improvement of mutual assistance between 
customs authorities 
Targeted operations by some Member States for 
the surveillance of external borders 
Resolution on the manual for joint surveillance 
operations 
Improved cooperation in the fight against customs 
fraud and illegal trade in areas covered by the 
Third ,Pillar 
Refining of targeting criteria for controls, selection 
methods and information collection 
Improvement of risk analysis by customs 
authorities operating in areas covered by the Third 
Pillar 
Improvement of the fight against the illicit drugs 
trafficking carried on by means of containers 

JV/vj 

- Work proceeding well 

- Controls at airports (Pegasus) and seaports 
(Seahorse) 

- Adopted 

- Under discussion 

- Joint action adopted 

- Formulation of guidelines in the various 
sectors (air, sea, road) 

- Seminars 
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Cooperation between law 
enforcement agencies (police, 
customs) and judicial 
cooperation 
- OISIN programme 

- GROTIUS programme 

- Controlled deliveries 

- . Cooperation with police 
forensic laboratories 

- Exchanges of information 

- Use by criminal organizations 
(especially drug traffickers) 
of modern communication 
technologies, including the 
INTERNET 
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- Joint programme of exchanges, training and 
cooperation aimed at law enforcement agencies 

- Joint programme of exchanges, training and 
cooperation aimed at practitioners and judges 

- Increase cooperation and the exchange of 
experience between MSs 

- Chemical profiling of drugs 

- Improve practices and legal possibilities regarding 
exchanges of information between law 
enforcement agencies 

- Improve cooperation and methods of interception 
and control by law enforcement agencies 

JV/vj 

- Annual programme for 1997 is under way. 
Several projects (studies, training modules, 
seminars) concern the fight against drug 
production and trafficking 

- Annual programme for 1997 is under way. 
Project concerning the organization of a 
conference on judicial cooperation in the field 
of drug- and sentence-related offences and 
on the exchange of information 

- Seminar on 23 and 24 April including the 
CCEE 

- Manual sent to the CCEE, the Baltic States, 
Iceland and Norway; data on these countries 
incorporated in the manual 

- (Draft) Report on mutual legal assistance 
regarding controlled deliveries 

- A scientific opinion has been sought from 
ENFSI 

- Conference held in Noordwijk from 20 to 
22 May 1997 ("lnteJlex") 

- Discussions initiated by the Netherlands 
Presidency in the context of the technical 
working parties (working parties on police 
cooperation and mutual assistance) 
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Fight against money laundering 

Preventing the diversion of 
precursors: 

Action at Community level 
It Regulation (EEC) 

No 3677/90, 
Directive 92/1 09/EEC and 
Regulation No 1485/96 

It Cooperation with the 
chemical industry and trade 

~ Prexco database 

8520/2/97 
DG LJ II 

-

-

-

-

-

Full application of Directive 91/308/EEC on money 
laundering and its possible extension to 
occupations and activities outside the classic 
financial sector which are most likely to be used 
for money-laundering purposes 
Development of the role of the EDU in the fight 
against money laundering 
Feasibility study and definition concerning a 
system for the exchange of information on money 
laundering 

Conclusion of Memoranda of Understanding 
between administrations and industrial and 
commercial players 
Improve the control of exports 

JV/vj 

- Work in progress in the Contact Committee 
concerning a draft opinion; preparation by the 
Commission of the second report on the 
application of the Directive 

- Work is continuing (implementation of a 
strategy and pilot projects) 

- Preparation of a study in the context of the 
OISIN programme 

- Legislation implemented by the MSs 
- MS/Commission exchange of information via 

the Precursors Committee set up by 
Regulation No 3677/90 and 
Directive 92/1 09/EEC 

- Work is continuing on the conclusion of such 
agreements 

.. 
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III. Action at international level 

Field of action 

EU Agreements with third 
countries 

Central and Eastern European 
Countries and the Baltic States 
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Objectives 

Inclusion of standard provisions on combating drugs 
trafficki~g in EU Agreements with third countries 

To make full use of the existing PHARE programmes 
(multi-country and national programmes) and to 
utilize the forthcoming new financing in the field of 
Justice and Home Affairs 

To strengthen cooperation in the fight against drugs 
within the framework of the structured dialogue 

JV/vj 

State of play 

Included in an increasing number of EU 
Agreements 

Priority projects: 
- development of the legislative framework and 

administrative structures in the fight against 
drugs 

- Cooperation between the EC and UNDCP to 
strengthen the law enforcement agencies in 
the Balkan countries 

- Final phase of the project on information 
systems concerning drugs and drug addiction 

An EU-CCEE seminar on police and customs 
cooperation was held in Brussels on 
10 March 1 997 .. 

EN 

20 



Caribbean/Latin America 
(a) Caribbean Development of Plan of action against drugs in the Caribbean Five EC-funded feasibility studies are under way 

in the following areas: cooperation 

(b) Latin America 

New Independent States, 
including the Central Asia 
initiative 

- development of an improved system for the 
exchange of information 

- evaluation of law enforcement agencies' 
training and equipment requirements 

- development of police forensic laboratories in 
the region 

- improvement of maritime cooperation 
- treatment and rehabilitation. 
On a more general level, the Community is 
considering the allocation of ECU 20 million 
from its own funds for the introduction of the 
plan over the period 1997-2001 

Follow-up to the report by the expert mission sent to - High-level meeting of drugs experts in the 
Latin America framework of the Rio Group 

Implementation of the joint communique of 
September 1995 (Andean countries) 

- EDU report on criminal organizations in Latin 
America 

Second meeting of experts on 18 and 
19 June 1997 -

To integrate the drugs dimension into technical Appraisal mission under way to identify specific 
assistance programmes (TACIS) and make full use of technical assistance projects 
the instruments in place 

Assistance to the Republics of Central Asia, via Specific mission under way in the Republics of 
TACIS, in the fight against the transit and production Central Asia 
of drugs 

--------------------------~----~------------------------------------~------------------------------------~ 
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I 

Transatlantic dialogue 

Preventing the diversion of 
precursors: 
Action at international level 
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- Agreement on precursors 
- Implementation of the action plan for the Caribbean 

.'. 

Exchange of information on synthetic drugs 

, 

" 

- Introduction of coordinated trade controls at 
international level through the conclusion and 
implementation of bilateral agreements on 
precursor controls: 

41 meetings of the monitoring groups set up under 
the agreements with Colombia, Peru and 
Venezuela concerning practical working 
arrangements (e.g. technical assistance, 
training) 

41 agreement with the United States of America 

41 agreement with the ASEAN and Mercosur 
countries 

41 cooperation with the CCEE on the subject of 
precursors, including encouragement for the 
adoption of laws compatible with EU laws and 
the setting up of an e-mail network 

JV!vj 

- Meetings at ministerial level held by the 
Presidency and the Commission with the 
United States in Washington on 
14 April 1997 

- Meeting between the Commission and 
United States experts in Brussels on 
17 March 1 997 

- In progress 

- Agreement finalized (US-EC Summit on 
28 May 1997) 

- Work in progress .. 

- Further implementation of the PHARE project 
on precursors 

EN 
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Dublin Group 

Pompidou Group 

8520/2797 
DG H II 

Follow-up to cooperation among members of the 
Dublin Group in the fight against drugs 

Follow-up to cooperation among members of the 
Pompidou Group in the fight against drugs 

JV/vj 

Meeting in Brussels 

Meeting in Norway 

EN 
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