EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 11 June 1997 (17.06)

THE COUNCIL (OR. f)
8991/97
LIMITE
ENFOPOL 139
NOTE

from: French delegation

2ok : "

Nos prev. docs: 6897/97 ENFOPOL 71, 7267/97 ENFOPOL 90

Subject: Combating the counterfeiting of euro banknotes

The counterfeiting of the future euro banknotes is a matter of concern to which France is giving its fullest

attention. It therefore considers it necessary to give a positive response to the EMI.

However, the French delegation feels it needs more information before taking its decision.

First of all, it seems clear that the reply by the President of the EMI (Enfopol 90) to the letter sent by the
Irish Presidency on behalf of the Police Cooperation Working Party is not satisfactory as regards the
question put by the Working Party, i.e. whether the EMI requires assistance on technical and scientific
matters relating to counterfeiting or on matters relating to trafficking. The reply to the question will make it

possible to decide on the group's mandate.

In any event, if the EMI is to have the assistance of a technical group, it should have the following

characteristics:

- The members appointed to it must be representative of the bodies or services which specialize in
combating the counterfeiting of currency. This must include the services created under the

1929 Geneva Convention.

8991/97 col/HM/mm EN
DG H II 1



- In order to guarantee their representative nature, the members of the technical group must be appointed
by means of a mandate from their supervisory authority and have their position as experts confirmed at

a general meeting by the countries participating in that body.

- The group must have precise terms of reference defining the tasks entrusted to the experts by their
authorities and the limits of their powers, particularly as regards the type of opinions they will be

called upon to give.

- All the States represented within the body should be informed of the opinions formulated before they

are sent to the Police Cooperation Working Party.

- The technical group should draw its members from all the European Union Member States, or at the

very least from those particularly involved in combating counterfeit euro notes.

As far as the Euro Working Group is concerned, without wishing to prejudge its qualities, France would ask
the Presidency that all information relating to it be conveyed to the Police Cooperation Working Party, in
particular regarding its rules of procedure, recognition by national administrations, the positions of the

participants, the extent of its mandate and its decision-making procedures.
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