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NOTE

from :the U.K. delegation

to :the Terrorisme Working Party

Subject :First directory manager's report on the EU directory of counter-terrorist competences

1. The Counter-terrorist Directory (CTD) was first issued to EU Member States in December 1996, under the
Irish Presidency and has been updated twice since. It now contains entries from all but 3 EU partners, with
a very wide range of competences on offer including investigation, operations, prevention and training. As
Directory Manager, the UK is responsible - under the Joint Action setting up the Directory - for making a
twice-yearly report on the effectiveness of the scheme. It proposed to the Group to do this using statistics
to be forwarded by Member States concerning enquiries to and assistance given in respect of their own
national areas of competence. It seems that it may still be too soon to evaluate the scheme, since despite

reminders we have only received a return from two countries other than the UK.

2. It may be that the Directory has not yet become available to all agencies in Member States with counter-
terrorist responsibilities, or that its existence has not yet been made known to personnel with operational
duties. Having compiled the Directory, it is clear that there are extensive counter-terrorist resources within
Member States - based on current or recent practical experience - which could potentially be drawn upon
for the common good. The collective EU counter-terrorist capability is unique: we should make the most
of it.
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3. As Directory Manager, we therefore commend the Directory to you and would be very interested to have
any feedback - verbal or written - on its utility and accessibility. This would enable any necessary

improvements to be considered.
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