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Requests for advice

DELETED " asked if ENFSI were able to advise on the two topics, DNA and Drugs,
for which PCWG had already submitted requests for advice, and when PCWG
might expect that advice.

DNA

The ENFSI has an established DNA Working Group which has as its aims the
creatiori of a common approach in Europe that will ensure forensic DNA testing is
of a high quality in casework in operational laboratories and the establishment of a
position, through common systems, to allow the exchange of information and
challenging of intelligence databases on a Europe wide scale. A programme of
work o achieve these aims has already been started. The Working Group has also
provided advice to the Interpol European Working Party on DNA Profiling and is
continuing to work closely with this group. Attached is a programme identifying
how the ENFSI DNA Working Group intends to respond to PCWG's request
advice, in the context of its existing work programme. Please let me know if you
need more information. ‘

Drugs

Although ENFSI had considered the requirement for a Drugs Working Group, the
inaugural meeting of this group was not held until 25 -26 June this year. As a
result the group has not had an opportunity to consider your request for advice on
drugs in any great detail. However, attached is the proposed "Terms of Reference”

. for the group, the scope of which I believe will allow it to respond to your request.
_ I have also written to the General Secretary of the Group asking him 10 provide, as

soon as possible, an interim outline indicating how they would propose to take
forward your request. I can advise you that the General Secretary has written
already to PELETED of the Europol Drugs Unit 10 open a channel.of
communication with that unit. The second meeting of the Drugs Working Group is

proposed for mid-September and ‘we hope to provide further detail in time for
presentation at one of the PCWG meetings later this year.

The ENFSI Board thinks this is a good idea. The Board would normally be
represented by me as Chairman and the Chairman-Designate. Other members of
the Board may also attend. It is probably a good idea to get dates in diaries as
early as possible. | wm 10 hear from you about this.
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PCWG REQUEST FOR ADVICE ON DNA - ENFSI DNA WORKING GROUP
PROPOSALS

CWG RE

Purpose of the Advice
The Working Group wishes to obtain insight into:

e the scope for standardising DNA data collated in EU Member States for the
purposes of eriminal tmstiganons,

¢ the desired quality assurance system for dota collated by the various forensic
research institutes within the EU; and

e the effort needed to standardise DNA investigation.

ENFSI will also be required 10 toke into account the request for advice anticipated
Jrom the Interpol European Regional Conference working parly which was set with a
view 10 in:_roduc{gxga systemfor the exchianige of DNA profiles within Ewrcpe. -

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ENFSI'S PROPOSALS TO RESFOND TO
THE THREE TOPICS ON WHICH PCWG IS SEERING ADVICE,

The process of developing common systems for DNA profiling across Europe has been
underway for some time now through the work of both the ENFSI DNA working
group and EDNAP. Some stages of the ENFSI programme are already undesway.

The ENFSI DNA workmg group has also begn lisising with the Interpol Working .
Party on DNA profiling and has already made 2 number of recommendations wlnch
vither hive or are likely to be accepted by that Warking Perty. '

The action plans detailed below include projected target dates. These target dates will

- be subject to securing the necessary funding for the project over the next year. ENFS!

has ‘Subbiitted & bid for STOP' prograsnine fundiig on. the basis of the action pians
below but some problems have arisen with the bid a5 ENFSY is bidding for funding for -
'a programme thit has already started. If the STOP bid is unsuccessfil then the

timetable will change as restrictions will be placed on the amount of work tabormnes
can fund éach financial year.

The detailed programme has been set out under the hcadmgs of the three key mplcs

. under which PCWG is seeking advice. -
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v @ standardised DNA investigation method which is - not capital intensive and

durable;
Sutmary of expected yesults

» Carry out pilot studies of compatible DNA systems to be tested in cach
Member State;

+ EBxamination of the potential for the production of information against the
individua{ oountry requirement and the local resources available;

. +. scientific appmsal of the data generated from the studies and agrocmont oR - -
a common format for future testmg, and

Development of, and agreement on, 2 pan-European system that will allow
Member States to develop -databases and exchange data by mutual

. agreement.
Detailed Action Plans
ot ive Stud
" Reagents have been distributed and analysis carried cut by many of the participating
laboratories. '
Start Date  End Date

Evaluation of Collzhorative Study 1 results 28105197 10/10/97

. — Choice of DNA technologies for exchange of data ~ 28/05/97 29105197
Pxehmmary choice of DNA technologies for exchange 28105197 29/09/97
of data
Identification of key requirements for European 28/05/97 10/10/97
databases

Note: STR - short tandem repeats. This refers to a particular type of DNA that
we 2ll possess. DNA is made up of a sequence of building biocks, known by a
prefix either A, G, C or T. The order of these building blocks provides the 'code
for life'. However, occasionally the DNA code is interrupted by a sequence of
building blocks which is repeated, for example, AGCT, AGCT, AGCT. The
position of these repeats can be such that whereas virtually all individuals have these
repetitive sequences at predictable positions or loci, the number of times the
sequence is repeated varies between individuals within the population.
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Start date End date
Meeting 1 | June 1997 July 1997
- | confirm choice of pilot loci for STR analysis
- compile potential loci for further analysis

Meeting 2 July 1997 August

- produce proposal for ENFSI DNA WG 1997 addition of further loci

- draw up details of studies to be cartied out

Identification of key requirements working panty

Meeting 1 June 1997 July 1997

- scope the key requirements _

- make an essential list of key requirements

. make a provisional list of preferred requirements
- commission documentation 1o support

Meeting 2 : July 1997 August '97

review documentation to support pan-European exchange
- Quality Management Systems

. -validation and proficiency testing

- reagents recommendations

- equipment recommendations

- data logging and exchange

Documentation required
Production of the following documentation 15106197 31/08/97

- Quality Management Systems

- Proficiency testing and validation of
participating laborataries

- reagents and equipment

- data logging and exchange
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3 ing

* Before Collaborative Study 2 can be undertaken the DNA Working Group will meet

to consider the outputs from the working parties, and Collaborative Study 1, and
agree the way forward for Collaborative Study 2

Start date End Date
- meering 17109/97 19/09/97

Collaborative Study 2

Purpose - 1o test the chosen methodology and supporting materials in each
: of the laboratories/countries creating databases; and

- each laboratory will demonstrate that resuits can be produced reliably
and that they are compatible

Forensic methods need to go through this validation, ‘case hardening’, process if
they are to be relied upon and accepted by investigators and prosecuting authorities.

Production of chosen preliminary STR set August 1997 October 1997

STR set: the choice of a number of STR loci that together can be used to make a
powerful system for discriminating between individuals.

Production of support reagents including August 1997 October 1997
allelic ladders

Note: Allelic ladders: a complex mixture of DNA molecules, made in the

laboratory to precise requirements, that are used to measure the length of DNA
fragments i.e. STRs from individual's samples that are being tested.

Production of control and test materials Sept. 1997  Sept. 1997
for analysis (samples and stains)
Distribution STR set and support maierials Sept. 1997  Oct. 1997

Analysis of control and test material by chosen  Oct. 1997  November 1997
participating laboratories for each Member State
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Start date End date

Collation of data and presentation of results¥ Nov. 1997  December 1997

* To include the six monthly report to the European Commission required from
projects receiving STOP programme funding.

Meeting to discuss data, plan and agree way Dec. 1997  January 1998
forward for Collaborative Study 3

1 1 es 3 and 4

The planning of Collaborative Studies 3 and 4 cannot be carried out in detsil at this

stage. - The outputs of the working parties and Coliaborative Study 2 are needed.
However, the aims and objectives can be identified as previously:

Collaborative Study 3

- Repetition of Study with further loci and where relevant new products
entering the market (after preliminary review of products by some members
of the group and demonstration of reproducibiiity and robusiness)

- analysis and follow up meeting

Collahorative Study 4

Validation exercise: Member States to carry out proficiency fest/validation
exercise that will demonstrate scientific expertise to contribute to criminal
~ jnvestigation in Europe
- Analysis and follow up meeting
Scientific Appraisal

Scientific appraisal of the data generated from the swudies and agreement on a
common format for future testing and exchange of data.

. a quality assurance y data to be exchanped: and

Suymmary of expected results

paper exercise and consultancy to examine the feasibility of exchange of data
between laboratories according to protocols needed to safeguard against jeopardy of
information exchanged with regard to individuals and the potential for error.
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Action plans

The planning of this aspect of the work cannot be carried out in detail at this stage.
The outpuss of the working parties and earlier collaborative studies are needed.

. Workshop: Validation Exercises |

At the end of Collaborative Study 3, it is anticipated that a 2/3 day workshop will
be required to agree proficiency tests/validation exercises that each Member State

will need 1o complete before exchanging data and will need 1o commit to before on-
going membership of a pan-European system.

Security of Data ¥

. This topic of work recognises that data of this nature may be highly sensitive and
. the exchange of datafinformation will need to be secure and meaningful.

Recommendations will be produced for the secure storage of data and its subsequent
exchange, together with protocols for the administration of individual national
databases and the interpretation of data. Recommendations and protocols will be
limited to those administrative matters that affect the scientific credibility and

subsequent use of the data for the purpose stated above. It is not intended that

Consideration is given to the specific requirements imposed by individual country’s
legisiation.

. @ phased plan for the development and possible implementation. of the
advice 4 iggu on both topics.

Dependent on the results of the collaborative studies and other supporting work.
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ENFST
working Group
CDRUGS®

'I_‘exme; of Reference
{Draft)

Menmbership of the working group shall be open to all members of
ENFSI, that means to those laboratories of state, government,
police and university whose primary function is the analysis of
drugs for “intelligence, public prosecutlon and jurisdiction.
The group may admit other members by unanimous agreement.

The ﬁt;mber of delegates attending the meetings may have to be
limited, in which case delegates should be chosen to represent
as wide a range as possible. s

The General Secretary will be elected by the attendants of the
meetings: every member laboratory will have one vote. The
General Secretary will, at the same time, be the contact person
for the ENFSI board regarding drugs. Beyond it the board of the
working group consists of two Deputies and one Secretary. The
board or any single member thereof will be confirmed after two

years or re-elected. The period of office shall not exceed 4
years.

The meetings will be organised by the respective host country.

Chairmaen/chairwoman of the meeting is the respective represen-
tative of the host country, unless he/she declines. In this
case the General Secretary or one of the Deputies will chair
the meeting. The group should meet at least once a year with

_the same venue changing on a rotating.basis within Europe with
different laboratories acting as host.

Meetings should not exceed 2 days duration (not including
travel time) and shall be financed by a registration fee or by

sponsorship. The sponsors will be agreed upon unanimously by
the group.

Each meeting will be recorded by written minutes which will be
distributed to all participants as well as all menbers of the
ENFSI working group "Drugs* and to the ENFSI board. The minutes

10730/87

WH/myl EN
DG HII



will not be considered confidential and will not be binding for
any members of the group.

The ENFSI working group “Drugs" will provide a forum for the

validation, introduction and improvement of drugs analysis in
casework and research. It will consider all aspects of cases

analysis and reporting.

Focusing on casework requirements the group will

+ collaborate with regard to the reporting and intsrpretation
of drugs in particular

- consider approaches to the court room presentation of evi-
dence and make recorwendations

. devéiop and improve the interpretation of drug analysis

+ seek to develop uniform standards which members can conform
to and achieve

+ exchange information and expertise

« promote quality management systems and the development of
professional standards

« collaborate with the research activities and in particular
create Pan-European population databases

+ support colleagues by providing education and training
+ assess the need for Pan-European intelligence databases

The ENFSI working group "Drugs® will endeavour to enhance the
development of drugs analvsis worldwide. In doing so it will
segk to take expertise from around the world and influence

others to use best practice in the application of drugs foren-
sic testing.

June 1997
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