EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 24 October 1997 (28.10)
THE COUNCIL (OR. f)
11301/97

LIMITE

ECO 222
PECOS 134

"I"/"A" ITEM NOTE

from : General Secretariat

: : e .

No. prev. doc. : 9689/97 ECO 162 PECOS 102

Subject:  Adoption in the official languages of the Communities of a Council Decision concerning the
conclusion of an Agreement in the form of an exchange of letters regarding a "Protocol on
European Conformity Assessment Agreement"” under the framework of the Europe Agreement
between the European Communities and their Member States of the one part, and the Republic of
Poland of the other part

1.The proposal for the above Decision was submitted to the Council under cover of a letter dated
1 July 1997. The Agreement in the form of an exchange of letters regarding a "Protocol on European
Conformity Assessment Agreement™ was initialled at the meeting of the EC-Poland Association
Committee on 7 March 1997.

2.The Protocol seeks to create a structured framework for ensuring the recognition in Poland of products
legally marketed and certified in the Community, evaluating the relevant Polish conformity assessment
bodies' capacity to certify in accordance with European Directives — the aim being eventually to
conclude a European Conformity Assessment Agreement —, establishing a timetable for aligning Polish
legislation on European Directives concerning certification and conformity assessment and providing

Poland with the necessary technical assistance.
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3.The draft Decision as it stood following the discussions of the Technical Working Party on Mutual
Recognition Agreements (MRA) with Third Countries was approved by the Article 113 Committee
(Deputies) at its meeting on 3 October 1997.

4.The text of the Decision has now been finalized by the Working Party of Legal/Linguistic Experts
(11168/97 ECO 213 PECOS 132) and so the Permanent Representatives Committee is requested to ask

the Council to:

— adopt the Decision as in the abovementioned document as an "A" item on the agenda for a meeting

in the near future;

— order it to be published in the Official Journal of the European Communities.
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