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from: Migration Working Party 

dated: 30 September and 1 October 1997 

1 . Adoption of the agenda 

Brussels, 21 October 1997 
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ASIM 194 

The Working Party adopted the agenda set out in telex No. 3582 of 17 September 1997, 

with the deletion of the item "Convention on admission", due to the fact that the 

Commission only transmitted the relevant text to the Council on 29 September 1997 (see 

document 10994/97 ASIM 185), and delegations had not yet had the time to study it. 

Subject to Coreper's decision in this matter, the Commission's proposal would be included 

on the agenda of the next meeting of the Working Party. In this connection, the 

Commission representative mentioned that the proposal had also been submitted to the 

European Parliament for information. The Presidency further pointed out that Commissioner 

Gradin would present this proposal at the informal meeting of the JHA Ministers on 9 and 

10 October 1997. 

Furthermore, a sub-item was added under the item "Inter-pillar exercise on countries with 

which there are problems regarding readmission", concerning "Cooperation with southern 

and eastern Mediterranean countries". 

For practical reasons, the order of items 4 and 5 was reversed: the item "Assistance for 

voluntary repatriation" was taken up before the item "Inter-pillar exercise on countries with 

which there are problems regarding readmission". 
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2. Marriages of convenience 
Docs. 6031197 ASIM 30 

9391/97 ASIM 136 + ADD 1, ADD 2 and ADD 3 
9392/2/97 ASIM 137 REV 2 

The Working Party proceeded to an in-depth discussion of document 9392/2/97 ASIM 137 

REV 2, and agreed to revise the text accordingly and to submit it to the K.4 Committee for 

consideration at its next meeting (see document 9392/3/97 ASIM 137 REV 3). 

3. Group expulsion by charter flight 
Doc. 10258 ASIM 161 

A number of delegations (0, GR, NL, FIN, S, UK) were generally supportive of this initiative, 

aimed at setting up practical mechanisms on a voluntary basis. The Portuguese delegation 

tabled a scrutiny reservation. The Belgian delegation expressed no great interest in group 

expulsion, but did not object to the other Member States pursuing this initiative. The 

Commission representative reiterated doubts on the appropriateness of adopting such a 

decision, and worried about its possible repercussions on the Council's image, in particular, 

vis-a-vis the European Parliament. On this point, the Presidency replied that the proposed 

decision is based on existing practices, which have already been reported by the press. 

The Working Party discussed the proposal in detail. The Presidency undertook to prepare 

a revised document reflecting the outcome of the discussion, with a view to further 

discussion by the Working Party at its next meeting (see document 10258/1 /97 ASIM 161 

REV 1). 

4. Assistance for voluntary repatriation 
Doc. 10942/97 ASIM 184 

The Presidency presented the questionnaire contained in the above-mentioned document, 

which had been drawn up to facilitate the implementation of the Council decision of 26 May 

1997 on the exchange of information concerning assistance for the voluntary repatriation 

of third-country nationals. The Presidency also recalled that, in accordance with Article 4 

of this Decision, the Member States concerned were called to submit their reports by 

5 December 1997. 
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The Danish delegation suggested that, for the purpose of comparison of national practices, 

a few specific questions be introduced into the questionnaire. An additional question was 

also proposed by the Netherlands delegation . The Presidency took note of these questions, 

which would be included in a revised version of the questionnaire (see document 

10942/1/97 ASIM 184 REV 1 l. 

5. Inter-pillar exercise on countries with which there are problems regarding readmission 

Report on ministerial Troika meeting with India 
Doc. 7338/97 ASIIVI 71 

The Presidency reported that at the above-mentioned meeting it was agreed to set up an 

expert group to discuss, on the one hand, concrete problems experienced by Member States 

with respect to readmission of Indian nationals expelled from their territories and, on the 

other hand, the practical difficulties experienced by some Indian nationals, in particular those 

travelling on business, wishing to obtain entry visas to Member States. 

The Netherlands delegation made a query regarding the structure of this expert group. In 

the view of this delegation, the group should have a light-weight structure and could meet 

in Brussels and/or in India. The Presidency replied that these practical questions were still 

to be settled. 

The UK delegation pointed out that a working group of the Intergovernmental Consultations 

(IGCl had recently discussed the same subject and the IGC might send a fact-finding mission 

to India. It therefore considered that duplication of work should be avoided and undertook 

to provide up-to-date information in this matter. 

The Netherlands delegation recalled that a follow-up to the inter-pillar meeting of 9 April 

1997 had yet to be ensured with respect to China and Viet Nam. 

Preparation of next inter-pillar meeting concerning Nigeria, Ethiopia, Somalia and 
Liberia 

Docs. 10640/97 ASIM 169 CIREFI 44 
9826/2/97 CIREFI 39 REV 2 

The Presidency urged all interested delegations which had not yet submitted information in 

this matter, to do so as soon as possible (see document 10640/97 ASIM 169 CIREFI 44 
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, ADD 1). The information thus compiled would then be discussed within the Working Party, 

before being submitted to the Africa Group. 

Cooperation with southern and eastern Mediterranean countries 

The Presidency informed the Working Party that the Netherlands had recently presented an 

initiative , co-sponsored by Spain and France, aimed at organizing an expert meeting on 

migration with the Partners of the Euro-mediterranean Partnership. This proposal would be 

discussed at the next meeting of the Euromed Committee, scheduled for 23 October 1997. 

The Migration Working Party might be involved in this initiative at a later stage. 

The Spanish delegation welcomed this initiative, which this delegation regarded as 

particularly worth pursuing. 

6. Other business 

Preparation of the Conference of Ministers to be held in Prague on 14-15 October 
1997 in the context of the Budapest process 

The Presidency mentioned that, further to the meeting held in Vienna on 4 and 5 September 

1997, the text of the draft Recommendations to be adopted by the Ministers had been 

revised, to reflect the remarks made by delegations (draft dated 12 September 1997, also 

made available to the KA Committee on 18-19 September 1997) . 

The Presidency further referred to the statement on behalf of the European Union that Mr. 

Fischbach, President of the JHA Council, would deliver in Prague. This statement, still to 

be drawn up, would take into account the ideas expressed by Member States in Vienna. 

Although it was not up to the Working Party to discuss this text, delegations might convey 

through the Presidency any further essential points they wished to be reflected in the 

statement. 

At the request of the Commission representative, it was decided that a coordination meeting 

would take place in Prague on 14 october at 8:30 a.m. , in order to go over Mr. Fischbach's 

statement. A telex would be sent to delegations to this effect (see telex No.3927 of 3 

October 1997). 
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