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NOTE

from : the General Secretariat

to : CIREFI

Subject: Member States’ experiences with flights organised by asylum-seekers

(see doc. 10575/97 CIREFI 40 CIREA 71)

Delegations will find herewith the reply received from Austria on the above-mentioned

subject, which is also of interest for the CIREA delegations.

Ireland has not as yet replied.
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AUSTRIA

Re question 1:
No cases have been identified recently in which flights were organized specifically for

asylum-seekers. There have, however, been cases where alarge number of asylum-seekers were
on board scheduled flights.

Re question 2:

A recurrent pattern cannot be identified.

Re question 3:

Mainly airlines from Southeast Europe, the CIS and - in one case — ALITALIA.

Re question 4:

= Asylum-seekers are not prevented from leaving the aeroplane.
" The aeroplane is not grounded.
" Applications for asylum are registered.

The current situation is that the aeroplane is not impounded.
The 1997 Aliens Law, which enters into force on 1 January 1398, contains a provision which
allows the means of transport used to be impounded in the event of danger — if the means of
transport was used to commit the offence of illegal immigration activities punishable by law. The
competent court must be notified at once of such a measure.

= If the asylum-seeker does not have sufficient documents, the airline can be required to pay
up to ATS 20 000 (ECU 1445) per person.

Re question 5:

Improving information in the States of origin, pre-boarding checks and inspections at gates and

on board.

Re question 8:

It has been observed that, in general, when compulsory entry visas were introduced for citizens
of potential States of origin, there was a decline in this phenomenon.
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