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The Working Party's reports {(submitted, since 1996, to Coreper and to the Council) are
six-monthly {decision by Coreper on 28 June 1995).

Departing from that rule, the last report (8956/97 JURINFO 2, which covered a twelve-month
period) was approved by Coreper on 26 June 1997 and adopted by the Council as an
"A" item on 7 July 1997.

l. Electronic dissemination of law

1. Implementation of the Council Resolution of 20 June 1994 (')

The Publications Office submitted in June the final report on the study concerning
better access to Community law and its transposition into national law (9632/97
JURINFO 6).

The Working Party adopted the report's proposal that a European provider of access
to transposition measures (EULEX) be created. A pilot project, financed by the

IDA programme (Interchange of Data between Administrations) is due to begin at
the end of the year. The Publications Office has been instructed to run the pilot
project — an initial version of which is likely to be set up in mid-1998 - and the
Working Party felt that it would be useful to examine it at its next meeting to be
held during the first half of 1998.

The Working Party stressed the importance which it attached to the EULEX project
in the context of improving access to legal information.

Regarding the report’'s other proposals (harmonization of certain elements of the
notification procedure, improvement of the procedure's management tools, change
in the method of input to sector 7 of CELEX), the Commission informed the Working
Party that, in order to facilitate the procedure for notifying transposition measures
and improve input in sector 7, it was willing to contribute to creating a system of
"dockets" accompanying notifications if the Member States were in favour of this.

2. Dissemination policy for public legal databanks

Bearing in mind the developments in the dissemination of legal documentation, the
Working Party decided at its last meeting to draw up a questionnaire on the online
dissemination of public data (official publications and legal data). This questionnaire
was sent to the Member States in July 1997 and most delegations have now sent
in their replies, which are contained in 11530/97 JURINFO 8.

(')  Council Resolution of 20 June 1994 on the electronic dissemination of Community law
and national implementing laws and on improved access conditions (OJ No C 179,
1.7.1994, p. 3; reproduced in memorandum 8080/94 JURINFO 11, Annex C).
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The questionnaire covers in particular the following four questions:

- legal provisions governing online dissemination (Internet and other means of
electronic dissemination to the public) and the type of public data available in
the Member States;

- bodies disseminating legal data on electronic networks in the Member States
and any agreements assigning rights to undertakings to market public data;

- price aspects of the dissemination of public data; and

questions concerning the protection of personal data.

In the light of the replies, an initial summary has been drawn up (see 11564/97 JURINFO 9).
The Working Party has held an initial discussion on these questions, during which it appeared
that it would be useful to have this information in as complete a form as possible from the
Member States and the Institutions taking part in the Working Party's discussions.

With this in mind, the Working Party wished to:

- complete the information already provided by the Member States; the Working Party felt
that the questionnaire should be amplified by including a question on the official status
of the electronic publication of legal data;

- update and make any necessary adjustments to the information already disseminated;
and

- continue considering possible ways of making such information available on line,
including the list of all the official legal websites of the Member States on the Internet.

Regarding the dissemination policy of the Community institutions, the latter decided at
the end of June that CELEX should continue to be charged for. On the other hand,
basic legal texts (Treaties, secondary legislation in force, preparatory work on current
legislative procedures, recent decisions of the Court of Justice and of the Court of First
Instance) are or will be offered free of charge on EUROPA, the Institutions' Internet
server.

3.  Electronic publication of Community law

During the first quarter of 1998, the Official Journal of the European Communities will
be available free of charge on the EUROPA server for a period of 20 days. After that
date, consultation on EUDOR will be chargeable but the acts contained in the OJs will
be accessible free of charge in the data file "legislation in force" on the EUROPA site
(see end of point 2 below).

The Office will also publish in 1998, every three months, a CD ROM containing the
current "L" and "C" series of Official Journals of the European Communities.
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. Development of the Community legal database, CELEX

Progress since the last report

The Working Party [is pleased to see] the considerable strides made over the last
year:

- full muitilingual coverage: all language versions are now available, including the
Finnish and Swedish versions. Both the latter versions, which have been open
to the public since 1 May 1997, contain all the CELEX analytical data, and the
full texts of documents published since 1 January 1995. The full texts of
earlier acts in force (special edition) are currently being loaded;

—~ availability on the Internet: CELEX has been accessible on the Internet via a
user-friendly interface since 1 August 1997;

— improvement of sector 7 {national provisions communicated by Member States):
the Publications Office has implemented improved data capture, quality control
and checks on existing data. Data is being verified with the help of the national
Official Journals contained in the library of the Court of Justice.

Work in progress

The Publications Office is preparing the introduction of a pilot project in the context
of EULEX (simplified access to national measures implementing Directives,
see point I.1 above).

The impact of the Amsterdam Treaty and its implications are being investigated.
The need for a complete overhaul of sector | has become apparent, as Article 12 of
the new Treaty generally renumbers the Treaty establishing the European
Community and the Treaty on European Union. A first draft of these reflections is
to be found in 11634/97 JURINFO 11.

Financial resources available in 1997 and 1998

The financial resources available for CELEX in 1997 amount to around ECU 1 million
in appropriations and ECU 550 000 from ploughing back (anticipated) revenue from
marketing.

For 1998, the amount estimated is ECU 900 000 (appropriations) and ECU 550 000
(ploughed back revenue). It must be emphasized that the estimate of the amount to
be ploughed back in the preliminary draft budget could not take into account the
consequences of opening up CELEX on the web and the decision to open on
EUROPA a site containing Community legal texts.
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. Other areas of activity for the Working Party

Availability of consolidated legislative texts

The work of unofficial consolidation (as opposed to legislative consolidation) as
carried out by the Publications Office and the General Secretariat of the Commission
continues. Thus, in October 1997, over 310 basic acts were consolidated,
representing some 2 500 texts processed, each in 9 or 11 language versions. Since
the beginning of 1996, these documents are obtainable via the Publications Office
and its sales network. In addition, since 1 July 1997 these texts have been loaded,
in batches, on to the institutions' EUROPA server where they may be accessed free
of charge via the Internet.

Work which might be taken on by the Working Party

As legal-data processing evolves, the Working Party feels that in accordance with its
terms of reference, it should keep track of developments and give opinions on the
project "Free access to Community legislation on the Internet” (see |.2 above)
insofar as the project directly concerns the dissemination of computerized legal
information.

IV. Conclusions

The Working Party suggests continuing:

discussions on the electronic dissemination of law, particularly as regards the
implementation of the Council Resolution of 20 June 1994 and current work on the
situation in the Member States in this area;

back-up work to the development of the Community's CELEX legal database, in
particular the improvement of Sector 7;

the development of consolidation work undertaken by the Publications Office and
the General Secretariat of the Commission.
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