EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 29 October 1997

THE COUNCIL
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LIMITE
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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

of :

on:

Multidisciplinary Group on Organized Crime (GMD)

22 and 23 October 1997

Adoption of the Agenda

The agenda was adopted in accordance with Telex N°® 3961 of 14 October 1997. The
Presidency announced that it wanted to discuss under point 9 the organized crime

report for 1996 and the cooperation with USA and Canada in relation to cyber-crime.

European Judicial Network, 2nd reading
- Evtl. Presentation by Belgium of the technical aspects
docs 9804/1/97 CRIMORG 1 REV 1
11590/97 CRIMORG 13

Following a presentation by the Belgian delegation in relation to the setting up of a
telecommunications system for the European Judicial Network (see 11590/97
CRIMORG 13), the GMD approved the draft Joint Action in accordance with doc
9804/2/97 CRIMORG 1 REV 2. In doing so, the GMD took account of the draft Report
by the European Parliament Rapporteur Mr Bontempi, as drafted on 6 october 1997
(doc PE 224.424). The Presidency announced that, once the European Parliament had
adopted the report, the appropriate instances of the Council would have to reexamine

the draft Joint Action in the light of the Parliament's conclusions.
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3. Incrimination, criminal organizations, 2nd reading
docs 10407/1/97 CRIMORG 6 REV 1
11403/97 CRIMORG 11
11436/97 CRIMORG 12
11683/97 CRIMORG 14

The GMD examined at length the draft Joint Action contained in doc 10407/1/97
CRIMORG 6 REV 1. It took into account written proposals made by the Dutch, the
Italian and the French delegations as well as the draft Report by the European
Parliament Rapporteur Mr Orlando, as drafted on 6 october 1997 (doc PE 224.199).
The Presidency announced that, once the European Parliament had adopted the report,
the appropriate instances of the Council would have to reexamine the draft Joint

Action in the light of the Parliament's conclusions.

The Presidency concluded that it would reflect on the proposals made during the
meeting and would submit a new proposal for a text. In the meantime, the K4

Committee would be informed of the results so far of the work of the GMD.

4. Financing programme,
(FALCONE, point 11 of the Action Plan)

The Presidency invited the Commission to present the advanced and non-official
version of the proposal for a financing programme relating to organized crime. The
intention of the Presidency was to allow delegations the opportunity to give their
preliminary reactions to the programme on the understanding that the official
transmission to the Council would follow shortly and that Coreper would decide on

the instruction of the dossier.

The Commission presented the proposal.

All delegations welcomed the speed with which the Commission had presented its
proposal and congratulated the Commission for the quality of its work. While stressing
that they had not had much time to examine the proposals, certain delegations
(France, Germany, Sweden, Belgium, Spain) expressed hesitations as to whether

operations could be included in the programme.
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Several delegations (Germany, United Kingdom, Netherlands, Belgium, Spain) inquired
about the role of the GMD in the implementation of the financing programme as it
would be a vital part in the implementation of the Action Plan adopted by the
European Council whereas one delegation {Greece) considered that the Commission's
proposal could be accepted in this respect as an already decided institutional
framework had been used as a model. One delegation (Spain) considered that the
essential part of the funds should be used for repressive activities. Germany inquired
about the role of private organs (article 7:2), the use of GMD expertise (point 10),

duplication of efforts with the PHARE programme and evaluation (article 14).
The Commission noted that the OISIN programme already provided for operations and
that the institutional framework had already been adopted and tested in other
contexts (OISIN, STOP, SHERLOCK and GROTIUS). It drew the attention to the role of

the European Parliament in adopting the budget.

The Presidency concluded that it would report to Coreper on the tour de table.

5,6 and 7:

The items were postponed due to lack of time.

8. Project based approach, short 2nd reading

doc. 10110/1/97 CRIMORG 3 REV 1

The results of the discussion is found in doc 10110/2/97 CRIMORG 3 REV 2

9. Other business

a) organized crime report

Delegations were handed out Chapters 3-5 of the draft Organized Crime report for

1996 and were requested to make written comments on Chapter 5 (Chapters 3-4 had

been agreed in the working group) before 1 November 1997. The item would be put
on the agenda of the K4 on 11-12 November 1997.
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b) cooperation with USA/Canada

The provisional agenda for the GMD meeting on 13-14 November 1997 was
distributed. It was noted that in the margins of the GMD on 14 November the item
"cyber-crime" would be discussed, inter alia in the presence of delegations from the

USA and Canada and international delegations.
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