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NOTE 
 

from :  Netherlands Presidency 
 
to  : Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime 
 

Subject:  Follow-up to the EDU/Europol report on the heroin trade 
 

 
 
 
Delegations are in general impressed by the quality of the EDU/Europol strategic report on the involvement 

of Turkish dealers in drug trafficking inside the European Union.  It is important to follow up the current 

strategic analysis.  To that end, further to the EDU/Europol meeting held on 7 October 1996, the executive 

services of the Member States should reach agreement on a number of operational matters, taking into 

account the role of EDU/Europol and the Europol liaison officers. 

 

At its meeting on 30 January 1997 the Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime agreed on the 

following phased plan. 

 

In cooperation with experts from the Member States most affected by cross-border crime committed by 

Turkish organizations (B/UK/D/I and NL) EDU/Europol will conduct a survey of the major Turkish criminal 

groups operating across borders. 
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On the basis of that inventory a planned approach for joint operational measures can then be drawn up.  The 

experts will seek the support of the competent national authorities for this approach, thereby ensuring the 

necessary national follow-up for operational agreements on carrying out joint, simultaneous criminal 

investigations.  

 

Once the activities described above are underway, EDU/Europol will make an outline report to the Working 

Party on Drugs and Organized Crime on the progress of the project.  Specific importance attaches here to the 

relationship between the steps taken and the effort that was expended on the current high-level strategic 

analysis.  The Working Party may, if required, report to the K.4 Committee and the JHA Council. 

 

At the meeting on 30 January the Working Party was in agreement with the recommendations in the 

EDU/Europol report, apart from a few textual amendments.  Only recommendation 8.1.d prompted scrutiny 

reservations from some delegations. 

 

The Presidency proposes that the recommendations be taken further as described below. 

 

Re recommendation 8.1.a and 8.2.a last section: 

 

This recommendation is chiefly a matter for the Working Party on Customs Cooperation.  The Working 

Party on Drugs and Organized Crime therefore proposes to place the EDU/Europol  report at that Working 

Party's disposal. 

 

Re recommendation 8.1.b and 8.1.c: 

 

1. Delegations are asked to send the Presidency information on their experience of cooperation with the 

Turkish authorities following the introduction of legislation in the area of money laundering and 

controlled deliveries and their suggestions on improving cooperation with Turkey.  The Presidency 

will collate this information. 
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 On that basis the Working Party can formulate possible solutions to the main difficulties arising in 

cooperation with Turkey. 

 

 If necessary, the document can be submitted to Codro (2nd pillar). 

 

Re recommendation 8.1.d: 

 

1. EDU/Europol is asked to take this recommendation further together with the Commission.  Among 

other things, it needs to be seen whether more information can be obtained on the legal need for 

precursors.  Pending such information, some delegations entered scrutiny reservations on this 

recommendation. 

 

Re recommendation 8.1.e together with recommendation 8.2.e: 

 

1. The recommendations mentioned here may be put into effect in the light of the Joint Action approved 

by the Council with regard to liaison officers (7520/96 ENFOPOL 94); 

 

2. The Presidency proposes that a meeting be arranged between those EU Member States which have 

liaison officers stationed in the Central and East European countries and Turkey, or a Turkish liaison 

officer attached to their own national administrations, with the aim of exchanging knowledge and 

experience. 

 

Re recommendations 8.2.a, 8.2.b, 8.2.c and 8.2.f: 

 

1. These recommendations relate to operational cooperation.  On their implementation, see the phased 

plan to be drawn up by EDU/Europol in cooperation with the States most affected. 

 

 

                                

 


