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1. Adoption of the agenda

The agenda set out in Telex No 4748 of 14 November 1997 was adopted, with the

inclusion of three "Other business” items (see point 10).

2. Confidentiality of CIREA documents
8087/97 CIREA 36 REV 3

Further to remarks made by the French delegation, a change was made to point 2 of

CIREA 36 REV 3 ("Principles for determining the degree of confidentiality") (meeting

document No 2, in French). The Finnish delegation entered a linguistic scrutiny

reservation. The discussion would be continued at the next meeting on the basis of

translations of the text into all languages.

3. Exchange of information on asylum

Transsexuals

The French delegation circulated copies of the judgment of the Conseil d'Etat (OURBIH

of 23 June 1997) to which it had referred at the previous meeting, and asked whether

other Member States had any judicial precedents on transsexuals.
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The Belgian and United Kingdom delegations said that there had been a number of

decisions in the field, copies of which they would provide.

4. Missions to the countries of origin of asylum seekers

The Netherlands delegation mentioned a mission currently under way in Afghanistan,

and another shortly to be carried out in Somalia.

5. Sudan
— Summary of discussions

12362/97 CIREA 94 (RESTREINT) + COR 1

CIREA approved CIREA 94 + COR 1 (en) with one amendment on page 15 proposed
by the Austrian delegation. The document would therefore be amended

(see CIREA 94 REV 1) and forwarded to the HCR in the usual fashion.

6. Preparation of the Transatlantic Dialogue on 3 December 1997

The Presidency gave a succinct presentation of the agenda for the meeting to be held on

3 December.

Information on CIREA's work concerning Turkey and Nigeria would be passed on to

Canada and the United States.

Canada had requested the inclusion of an item on relations with NGOs regarding asylum,

which it would introduce.

The United States would be presenting two items included at its request: practical
problems with the application of accelerated procedures, and asylum applications related

to sexual violence or genital mutilation practices.
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7. Increased focus on the delays in treating asylum applications

12114/97 CIREA 91

Further to a proposal by the Danish delegation for a discussion on reducing processing

times for asylum applications — the subject of the document it submitted to CIREA

(CIREA 91) - the French, Finnish and United Kingdom delegations expressed interest in

this Danish initiative, which echoed their own concerns.

The Netherlands delegation, while recognizing the importance of this question, thought it

hard to imagine that definitive, once-and-for-all solutions could be found. It suggested
waiting for the analysis of the Member States' implementation of the texts adopted on
asylum, so that a general view could be formed of what had been achieved. It might
also be worth discussing the question of asylum seekers without papers, which

constituted a major problem.

In its capacity as the incoming Presidency, the United Kingdom delegation said that an

initial debate on processing times for asylum applications would be held in the Asylum
Working Party, after which it would be seen what should be done in the CIREA

framework.

The French delegation considered that this was partly a matter for CIREA also.

The Chairman noted that the discussion would be taken further under the incoming

Presidency.

8. Examination of the situation in certain third countries or regions from which applicants
for asylum come: Nigeria
12170/97 CIREA 92 (RESTREINT) + ADD 1
12941/97 CIREA 100

Draft analysis of replies to the questionnaire

A summary of the discussion on Nigeria will be drafted separately.
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9. Preparation of the next meeting

The United Kingdom delegation, in its capacity as the incoming Presidency, said that the

next meeting would be held towards the end of January 1998.

Topics discussed would include Sri Lanka, Somalia and the countries of the former
Yugoslavia, as an update of CIREA's previous discussions on these countries/regions.
There would be no parallel informal meeting of experts on case studies. However, the

practice of holding these informal meetings would be continued at subsequent meetings.

Delegations were asked to reply as soon as possible to the questionnaires already
circulated on these three countries/regions so that despite the end-of-year holidays, the

replies could be translated in time for analyses to be prepared.

With regard to countries of origin to be discussed at subsequent meetings, the United

Kingdom delegation asked the other delegations to state their preferences so that a

complete list could be drawn up from which priorities could be identified; at this stage

the following countries were mentioned:

- by the United Kingdom: Algeria
Democratic Republic of the Congo
Colombia
- by Germany: Pakistan
- by Sweden: Iraq
Iran
- by Belgium: Sierra Leone
Guinea.
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10. Other business

Conditions of return to the Democratic Republic of the Congo

The United Kingdom delegation asked the Member States other than the Netherlands,

which had already submitted a note on the Congo, if they thought that the conditions
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo warranted a suspension of returns to the

country.

Delegations were asked to send their replies in writing to the General Secretariat of

the Council.

Data banks

The Presidency informed the delegations that this item had not been entered on the

agenda as the select informal group had not met since the last meeting of CIREA.

The United Kingdom delegation said that it would continue the work on the subject

and asked delegations to communicate their requests regarding the determination of

user requirements.

Increase in asylum applications from [raq

The Presidency informed CIREA of developments in the treatment of the question of

the influx of immigrants from Iraq since the last meeting of CIREA.

The delegations were given a compilation of the replies on the updated evaluation of
the situation of asylum applications from Iraq (12383/97 CIREA 95 RESTREINT +
ADD 1 and ADD 2) and a short summary of those replies {(12704/97 CIREA 97), in
which the German delegation pointed out an error {see 12704/97 CIREA 97 COR 1).

They were also given the Presidency's report to Coreper/Council (JHA) on this
question (12512/2/97 ASIM 229 REV 2).
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