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FOURTH MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION COUNCIL BETWEEN THE
EUROPEAN UNION AND THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND

1. The EU-Poland Association Council held its fourth meeting m Luxombourg on Wodnesday,
30 April 1997. The meoting was chairod by Mr Dariusz ROSATI, Minister of Foreign
Atfairs of the Republic of Poland. Tho Europaan Union dolegation was headed by Mr Hans
VAN MIERLO, Vico Pramior and Mitistor of Foroign Altairs of the Kingdom ot tho
Notherlands and Prosident In-Ottico of the Councit ot tho Europoan Union. The Europeimn

Commission was represented by Mr Hans VAN DEN BROEK, mamber.

This fourth meeting of the Association Council marks an important juncture in the pre
accaession relations between the Parties. It took place mid-way between the Dublin
European Council, which confirmad the timetablo for enlargement as set at Madrid, and
the European Council meoting in Amsterdam, which is expected to conclude the IGC and

thoreby take key docisions on the hiture shapo of the European Union. Shortly therealter,

the Europsan Commission will subimit its opintons on the mombership apphcations of the

varnous candidate countrios, as woll o numbor of othor roports,

7. Tho Association Counail noted that the Decision to replace Protocol No. 4 to the Europe
Agreomoent with a now text will be adoptod by writton procedure. The new protocol will
oxtond the system of Europoan cumulation of rales of onigim to Poland, which represents
an unportant step in the unplomentation of the pre accession strategy and will groatly
facilitate trade and industnal coopoeration not only hetwoen the Parties, but at a pan-

European level.
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The Association Council noted that progress had been made on other issues and that
further decisions could be adopted by wrntten procedure in the tuture, particularly with
regard to the concrete modalities of Poland’s participation in Community programines, as
well as a possible extonsion of the penod lor state aids montioned in Article 63.4.(a) of
tho Europe Agroement. The Association Council also rocallod that exchanges of letters
woro currantly being prepared in ordor to lormalizo agroomaents tound earlier concerning
product certification, as well as cortan measures taken by Poland with rogard to its oil

sector.

Concerning the state of their hilateral relations under the Europe Agreement, the Parties
noted that significant efforts had been made on both sides to resolve some outstanding
and often long-running trade ditficultios. Since the last mooting of the Association Counctl,
ditficult issuos of mutual concern have boen addrossod via simproved cooporation and the

adoption of negotiated solutions,

in this contoxt, tho Association Council took note ot Poland’s commitiment to tully ahgn
tho VAT for citrus fruits to tho preferontial rate of 7 % as ot 1 January 1998, as well as
of the intention ot the Polish Government to apply the same rate without exemption to all
other fruits as soon as possible. The Association Council welcomed the phasing out of the
3% import surcharge in Poland as of 1 January 1997. It also welcomed the liberalisation
of oil prices in February 1997 ahead of the July timetablo requested by the Union. Other
examples of good cooperation include the identification of a new legislative approach to
the establishment of toreign lawyers, the agreement on a mutually satisfactory approach
concarning the certification of industrial products, and the conclusion of the negotiations
on the adaptation of the Europe Agreement following enlargement and the conclusion of
the Uruguay Round. With regard to the latter, in viow of the time necessary for the
additional protocols to enter into forco, the Community has oxtended the autonomaous
moasures for 1997 wm ordor to avord oven transttory disturbances ot mutual exchangos;
tha Union will make overy affort to provisionally introduco the rolovant provisions of the
additional protocol in thae torm of autonomous measures as soon as possiblo. The Polish
sido oxprassed its expactation that the Europoan Umon sido will adopt flexible position

toward opening of Community markets to agn food products coming from Poland.
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Concerning the stool sector, the Association Council noted an agreement in principle on a
three-year extension, until 31 December 1999, of the period during which Poland can
grant state aids for restructuring purposes under the conditions mentioned in Article 8.4 of
Protocol 2 to the Europa Agreoment; discassions on the restructuring of the Polish steol
sector will continuo. The Assoctation Council may, takig into account the economic
situation of Poland and the amplemaentation of the rostracturnmg of the Pohish steol sector

the period 1996 1999, docide to further extond thit penod vyt 31 Decombear 2001
While noting tho positive dovaelopmaont ol the relations between the Parties, the
Association Council strassed that soma issues remain unresolvoed, and that solutions

should be found in the noar future.

Regarding motor vehucles, the Association Council noted that mutually acceptable

solutions had hoon tound with rospect to the commercal velueles sector. It emphasized
that plans by Poland 1o miroduce a now hcensimg system on industnal assembly need to
respoct the provistons ol tho Europe Agreemont and Poland’s TRIMS obhgations. Taking
noto of the latost Polish proposals with rogard to the troatmant granted to the DAFWO()
motor company, the Union sido strossod that it oxpocts theso proposals to be implementad
on tho agreed dato tlanked by precise control mochanismes. The Umon side stressed that it
would follow the development of this mattor vory closely and it reserved its right to come

back to it at a later stage.

Concarming the opening of Community progrinnmes, the Association Council noted that
¢ ( prog

Poland had ratfied the Additional Protocol on 31 Decomber 1996, and 1t expressed the

hope that participation in the three human resources programmaes (LEONARDO,

SOCRATES and Youth for Europe) will bo possible in 1997 and that the relevant
Association Counal decision will ho adoptod by writton procodaro. Thoe modalities for
Poland’s participation iy MEDIA 1, KALEIDOSCOPE and programimaoes rolated to the mtoral

market should bo detmod as soon as possiblo.

4. Concorming the state of proparations for accession and enlargement, the Association

Council welcomed the adoption, on 28 Jannary 1997, of a National Stratogy for

Integration by tho Pohsh Council of Muusters and the harmonogrimme for implomentation

of the National Strategy tor Integration.
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The Association Counctl noted that the approximation of Polish legislation to that of the
Union is a crucial element in this process. Over and above its adoption, legislation also
needs to be implemented and enforced, which requires important administrative reforms at
central and decentralized lovols, as well as the creation of the necessary administrative
structures. 1t s therotore vital that the admumstration at large be rapidly tamibanized with
Furopoan Union logestation. In this contoxt, tho Association Councill wolcomaed the
significant oftorts made by tho Polish authontios i croating a Committae for European
Integration under thoe responsibility of the Prune Ministar as part of a wide ranging
administrative restructuring of ministnes, which s already having a positive impact on the
relations botwaon the Partios. Tho Association Council took note of the mformation by the
Polish side on the planned presentation ot the Polish Government's memorandum on pre-

accession funds tor the restructuring of the Pohsh agricultural sector.

As far as tho economic situation is concorned, the Association Council warmly welcomeoed
the results obtamnad in Poland i oconomic growth, employmaent and the reduction n
inflation. The EU side emphasized the neod to make further progress with economic
reforms, particularly with rogard to tho pnivatisation and restructuring process, as well as

tho agricultural and financial soctors.

5.  Tho Association Council noted that co operation in the context of the Common Foreign
and Security Policy between tho EU and the associated countries has continued to
develop. In this context, it welcomod the association of Poland with the EU declaration on
Iran. In particutar, the Association Counail recognized Poland’s support for the peace

implementation effort in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Emphasizing that regional stability is of the utmost nnportance, the Assoctation Counail
commandod Poland on its tnattal co oporation with ats neighbours. 1t undorhinod the role ol
CEFTA as a nocossary complomant 1o tho tar reachimg alateral oconomec mtogration
botwoeon the associatod countrios and tho Uion, and it wolcomaed the succoss achioved
by maombar countrias of CEFTA in thoir etforts to widen tho scopo of their co operation
and 10 tako in now apphecants. The Association Council roitorated its view of the Central
Europoan Initiative as a usetul instrumaent to promote good neighbhourly ralations,

encourage pohtical
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stability, reinforce human rights and democracy and develop economic and commercial co-

operation. The Union’s current instruments - Phare, Tacis and Interreg -could provide

additional support to projects presented under the roof of the CEl, over and above their

contribution to regional cooperation in general. The Association Council also noted the

positive contribution of the Baltic Sea Statos Cooperation.

6.  In conclusion, the Association Counct reathirmed its support for Poland’s efforts to proparo

for accossion and it ro omphasized its trust in the continued positive development of the

relations between tho Partios.
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