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LIE Pl 1406/97 (Pros~;u 151) 

FOURTH MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION COUNCIL BETWEEN THE 
EUROPEAN UNION AND THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND 

JOINT PRI;SS RF;lF;ASr; 

Tim EUPoialld AssocJallon COl/llcil Iioid lIs 'cHlrth lllOOIII1!} III LlIx(I/TlllollrO Oil Wod/lf!sday, 

30 April 1997. Tho moolill!! was clwirod hy Mr Dariusl ROSATI. Millistor of FOrOI!)1l 

Alfarrs of the RoplIblic 01 Pol.illd. Tho EWOpOilll Unloll dolooalioll was hoadod hy Mr HilllS 

V AN M IE HLO, Vico Prnlllior illld Mllllst or (J I ~ CHoi!)1l A I fairs 0 I 1110 K IIlUdolll of tho 

Nothorlands alld ProsldUll1 111 Offlco 01 Ilu) Coullcll 0' 1110 ElIroPOilll U/IIOII. Tlw EUWIH!all 

Cornrnissioll WClS mprosolllod hy Mr HailS VAN DEN SROEK, /Tllllnbor. 

This fourth meeting of tho ASSOCIi:11101l COl/llcil marks all important jUlleluro ill tho pre 

ClccBssion relations betweell the Partios. It look plClco mid-way botweoll tho Dubllll 

ElIropoHn Council, which cOlllirmod tho t/lllotahlo felf flI"muenlfllll as set at Madrid, and 

Iho Europoan Counc,l mootill!) ill AllIstnrclalll, which is oxpoctod to conclude thfl IGC lind 

lllOroby take koy <locisions on 1110 IlItllro ~)IIi'po of tho Ellropoall Unioll. Shortly t"moallor, 

IllIl EllropoHn COllllTlIssio/l will suh,,"1 11~;OpIfIlOIl~; 011 11.0 IIllJlTlhorsl',ip appllcat/olls of 'flo 

VllrrOIl~{ c/llldidlllo COl 1111 rillS, liS woll iI 111 IIlIhor (I I 01 hor roporl s. 

') Tho Associatio/l COIIIlC/I noloel Ihal Iho DOCI~;/OIl to roplaco Protocol No.4 to thn EuroPll 

Auronrnollt wIth I) flOW loxl Will hI! adoptod hy wrlltoll procoduro. "Tho /lflW protocol WIll 

nxlond tho !)yslorn 01 EUropOilfl Clllllliial/OIl 01 rulos of ori!)11l to Polafld, which roprosollts 

fill IlIIportallt stop II. tho i/llplo/llOlllill/(J/l of Illfl pro 1l(;c(!ssioll slralo!ly iJlld Will uroillly 

facilItate Irade and industrial COOfHJralICHl lIof ollly hotwooll tho Parlios, btlt at a pall 

Europuan level. 
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Tho Associatioll Council Ilot oel that pro!lross had boon made Oil ot her issues and that 

f urt her decisions could 1)0 adopt ud by writt 011 procodurH ill tho future, particularly willI 

regard to the conCrHtn Illodalitios of Polalld's participatioll in Community proqrallllTlf'S, as 

woll [IS H possihlo nxtonsion of tim porrod lor ~.;tato aids lTlontlOllIHi in Articlo 63.4.(il) of 

tho Europe Awoomollt. Tho Associatioll COIJlH:ti also rocallod that nxchannos of IlJttors 

worn cllrrnntly boill!) propmod III ordor to lorlllilli/o a!lrOollHlIlI s fOllnd oarlim COIlCIHIlII1!) 

product certiflcatioll, HS Willi as cort ill II 1ll0aSlll()S t akon by Polund with rouard to It soil 

soctor. 

3. Concerning tim stHte of their bilateral rolatlons ulldor the Europo Agreemellt, the Partins 

notod that significant efforts had bonll lIlado 011 both sidns to rosolve some outstanding 

alld oftOIl lOll!) rUlHlIll!l trado difficultills. SlnCD Iho last lTlootln!1 of tho Association CounCIl, 

dlfllcult isslJOS 01 IIllllual c{)IlCIHn havIJ hoon addrossod vIa IInprovlld coopnratioll ilnd till' 

adopllOll of ne!lotialod solutions. 

In Ihis contuxt, tho AssocIation Council I{)ok nolo of Poland's cOlTlmitrnont to tully alion 

Ihl! VAT for <:itnl!; fnllts 10 Iho. prllforlllllial ralll 011 IX, as of 1 Jalluary 1998, as woll ilS 

of tho Intontioll of thfl Polish Gov£Hnmonl III apply Iho S,IIlHl ratn without (lxBlnplioll 10 all 

ot hm fruits as soon as possiblo. Tho Assocl"I ion Council wolcornod tim phasing olll of IIIH 

3(1,) import surcharoo in Poland as of 1 January 1997. It also wolcolllod tho liboralrsallofl 

of oil prices in Fobrumy 1997 ahoud of Iho July tilllotablo roquostod by tho Union. Othm 

examples of good coopmation include tho identification of a new legislative approach to 

tho estahlishment of forei!}11 IClwyurs, thnaWfJflment on Cl mutually satisfactory approach 

concnrnin!} tllf) cortificatioll of illdlJslrial products, and tho conclusion of tlw nenollations 

on Iho adaptation of tho Europll AwuoJllont fOIlOWlllg olliarnomollt and tho conclusion of 

til() Urunuay Round. With ronmd to tim lallor, III viow of tho timo llOcossary for Iho 

ilddil iOllul prol Cleols to onlor int () forCll, I hll COJllIllllnlI y hilS Ilxtondod tho ill II 01 101II1l1l~; 

1ll0W,UfHS for 1991lli Ilrdor 10 aVOId IlVl!n Irall~;IIory dlslllrhallC:os Ilf ITllllunl oxc:llllnqm;; 

Ihll Union will nwkll ovory o!forl to provisionilily inlrodlH:o tho rolovllnt provisiolls of Iho 

addl I iOllal protocol ill I ho form of al,IOIlOIllOllS nHHlsuros liS SOOIl as posslblu. Tho Polish 

sido oxprossod its nxpoctalion that tho Ewopoiln Union sido Will adopt flexible posltioll 

towara opening of Comlm mit y marko! s 10 a!lrr food prodllcI s cornin!l from POIHl1f1. 
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CCJllCOrtllfl!) I flo sl 001 ~j(!ct or, I ho ASSOClill lOll COl II Icll flO I IHJ ill 1 aqrnfHTwlII Jr) PrlrlClple Oil it 

IhwByoar extollsiUIl, ulllil 31 D(]CI~fTllJnr 1999, of tflo puriod durill!} which POICllld Coil 

want state aids tor restructurillg purpos()s lillder tho conditions lTlontioned in Artlr.le 8.4 of 

Prolocol 2 10 tho Ellropn A!Jf(lofllolll; lli~>CII~;SIOIl~; Oil tho ro~;ITlJC:tllrlll!l of IIIIl PolI~;fl ~;If!1l1 

~;I!clor will COlltIlIlIO. TIll! AS~;oClilIIOIl CIJlllwll lIlilY, tilklllOlillo (lCC011I11 IllO OCOllor1l1C 

~;llllilll()1l of Polalld illld Iflo IIIlP""lllHlljIIIOIl 01 Ifl .. rll~;lrllcllIIlIllI of 1110 Polish ~>11!1l1 sc!clor III 

111I! porlod 1996 1999, do cillo 10 fl"IluH nxlfllJd Illill porllHl 1111111 ] 1 DOCOrlllH!r J001. 

WllIln f10Iill!] tllO posillvo dOVllloplllollI of 111<! roli/liolls IH'I WOOIl Iho Pmllos, Iho 

Associal iOIl COlillcil sl rossod 1111.11 SOfllO iS~>l II)S rO/Twill IIllrosolvod, alld I hal sol III rOils 

sflould be found in tltB 110m futuro. 

RO!lilnlinn lTlolor vol lidos, 1110 ASSOClilllOIl COIIIIC:II 1l011!d Illill Illlllllillly ilccOplalll1! 

soltlllollS had booll fOlllld wilh rospocl 10 11,0 COlllfllCHclal vc!illc:/OS soctor. II OIllphiiSI/pd 

Illill plalls hy Poland 10 IIllroduco allow 11I:1!IlSIl1!J ~;ysIH"1 Oil IlIdllslrlill assnlllllly rU!l!d 10 

wspocl IIIll pr()vision~) of Iflu EurOJlfl AqrlH!lIlolll alld Polalld'~) TRIMS ollliqallolls. 1 ilk II I!) 

IHllo of Ilw lalosl PoilslI propoSiI!!> Willi Ill!lilrd 101110 Iroillllloill !Ir.llllod 10 11lf) DAFWOO 

1110101 cOlllpany, Iho UIIiOIl ~;rdo slros:;od 111111 II (txpllcl~; 111()~i() proJlo:;als 10 110 III'plnlllOIlI!!d 

Oil tllo aqrl·1od dalll tlrlllkod hy PTOCISII cOlllrol IIIOcfl.lIl1SITIS. r Ito UIIiOIl sidu ~;(rlJss,!d Ihdl II 

would follow 11m dovoloplTlollt of thi~; lIlilllor vory closoly alld " rosorvod lIs ri!Jhl 10 COIIlI' 

back to it at a later stano. 

COIlC()rnill~1 the opollillU of COlllmulllty IJrO!lrallllIlOS, Iho Associatioll Coullcil Iloled tl'dl 

Poland had ratifiod thu Additional Prolocol 011 31 DBcollll>or 1996, alld It I'xpwssod 1110 

hOIlO Ihat participatloll ill Iho IlIrIlI! Illl/niHI rosotJrcos pro!JUIITIITlOS (LEONARDO, 

SOCRATES and Youth for Europo) Will 1)0 I)(l~)sihlo ill 1997 alld thilt 1110 rolovrllll 

A';~iociillioll Cotllll:II dl!CI~;]OIl will 110 illl"plorf Ity WrllIOII ploc:odwo. Tllo "1Il/lal,IIP', fill 

f'oland's pmllclpalloll III Ml UIA II, KAL IID()~)C()Pf: illld proqrilllllllos rolalod 10 Iltl? IlIlmrlill 

markot should 1>0 t/OflllOrf as SOOIl a'; p(l~;slhl!l. 

4. COIlCO/llill!! tlto stat,! of proparilIH"I~i for aCI:I!'iSIOIl alld olllmqollllJllI, Iho AssOclatloll 

COllIWil wolc()lIIud Iho adoplloll, Oil LB JalluillY 1997, of a Naliollal StralollY for 

Illlo!Jriltioll by Iho Polish Cotlllcil of MlIl1sl!!IS dlld Iho IHHlllollo!jrilllllTlo for ImplollllllltilllOIl 

01 litH National Strato!JY tor IlltO!JfiJIIIHl. 
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Tho Associatioll Coullcil Iloted Ihat tllo approxlIllilllOIl of Polislllof)lslatlon to tl1i11 of ttw 

Union is a crucial element in this process. Over and above its adoption, legislation also 

needs to be implemented alld enforced, which roqulres important administrative reforms at 

contral and docflntralilfHllovols, as woll as 11m uoalioll of tho Ilocossary adrnillistrativll 

stfllcturos. II IS ItHlrolorll vllal liliit IIIIl iHlillllw;lralHlIl al ImUIl ho rapidly fillllilimi/od wltl1 

I'II!OPOilil UIIiOIl 11l!JISlilIIOIl. III Il1i~i COlltflXt, tlill A~;~;OClilIH)11 Cflllll(:iI Wflit:ollllllt Itlp 

SI!llllficillll oftorl~; lIIado by 1110 Poltsll clllltiOlltll!~; III croallll!! iI COII""1t100 for EllrOIHJili1 

Illlonratioll ullder Iho rospollsibilily of Iho Prllll!! Mlllislor as pml of a WlelO ran!!lllq 

adlllillistrativo mstruclurillq 01 ITlllllslrios, wllIt:l1 IS alroady hilvill\1 a poslIIVIl impact Oil lilt! 

rolalions betwuoll Iho Parlios. Tho ASSOCiallon Coullcil look 11010 01 tllo illformatioll by tllo 

Polish sido on Iho plallllOd prosontatioll of tho Polish GOVOrlllllllllt'S rnemorandum on pro 

accossion funds for tho rostrlJ(:turillf] of ttll! Pol1sl1 aqricultural snc:tor. 

As 1m (IS tllo IlCOllOllliC slluallOIl i~; COIlCOIIW{1, tllo ASsoclatloll COIIIH:iI warmly wplcoll1ud 

till! ro~;ulls obtilllHHt ill Polalld III OCOIlOIII\{; qrowllI, oll1ploYll1l!llt alld tl10 rodIH:tlOIl III 

IIll1alion. Tho EU sldo olllphasilod till! IH!(Ht 10 mako furthor pro!)ross with OCOIIOIllIC 

f{! I ()fillS, particularly wit h rO!lard 10 I hll 1>lIV ilt Isat Ion anri rosl ruct urill!) pro cuss, as woll (IS 

I ho auricultllful alld lillilllcilli SllctorS. 

5. Tllo Association Coullcil 1I0tod that co oporalioll III tim COlltoxt of tho COIllIllOIl ForoiOIl 

alld Sncurity Policy hetweml tho EU illld tho associatod coulltrios lias contirnwd to 

uovHlop. In this COlltHXt, il wHlcOIllOd tho ilssociatiorl of Polalld with tho EU df!(;li:Hatloll Oil 

Iran. III particular, tho Associatioll Coullcil rocoOllilOd Polalld's support for tho pO (Ice 

implolTlontatioll effort in Bosnia HOf/Il!lOVlIla. 

Emphasilinq Ihat rO!liollill slability IS 01 111o IIlrllosl IIIlIHHliIllCO, Ihl! ASSOCIHtlOIl COIIIlC" 

c:olllm{IIH\od PolCllld Oil lIs 1IIIIIftii co opmalloll With II~; IH!lqtlholll~; II IIIHlorhllod IIII! [01" 01 

CErrA as i11l{\cos~;ary COIllp11l1l101l1 10 tllo iiI[ lIIill:IIIIIO IlIlillwill {J{;OIlOIIlIC Illtoqralloll 

IlntW{HIiI IIHJ ilssoclalod cOlllllrios Ilild 1110 lJIIiOIl, illld il WIlIUlIllOd Ihl' SIiCCOSS <lc:llIovlld 

by Illolllhm C()lllllriBs 01 CEFTA illllHlIr {lll{)ll~; 10 Wldoll tho S{;()PO of Illoir co Opor<ltlOIl 

;IIHI 10 1I1ko ill 1l0W apphcCllltS. TIl!! ASSOClilllOIl Cmlllct! roiloriltod ItS viow of Iho COlltral 

EllropllHIl Initintivn as a usofulillstruilloill to prolllot£! !lood lIoinilbourly rolations, 

01lCOI11(1\IO political 
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stability, reinforce human rights and democracy and develop econornic and cornrnercial co­

operation. The Union's current instruments - Phare, Tacis and Interreg -could provide 

additional support to projects presented under the roof of the CEI, over and above their 

contribution to ronional cooporation in nonoral. Tho Association Council also noted tho 

posltivo cOlltrlhutioll of tho Bilitic Soa Slillll~; Cooptlfalloll. 

6. III cOllcluSIOIl, Iho ASSOClillioll COIIlICII rtlilllHlllnd il~; sllppml for Polillld'~; "lIorls 10 propilfll 

for ill:cossioll and il ro OIlIphasilOd II S I rllsl III 11m C()lltillllOd pOSl1 iVIl dovolopmollt of I hn 

rolations ImtwoHll till:! Partios. 
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