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Subject: Sexual exploitation of children
- Report on the activities of the Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime

A Joint Action was submitted to the JHA Council at the end of 19386 with a view to
combating trafficking in human beings and sexual exploitation of children. This Joint Action
was the follow-up to the recommendations made at the European Conference on Trafficking
in Women held in June 1996 in Vienna and the World Congress against Commercial Sexual
Exploitation of Children held in August 1996 in Stockholm. The Joint Action specifies that it
is only possible to combat crimes of this kind effectively by employing a multi-disciplinary and

coordinated approach.

On the basis of these priorities, a thematic meeting on combating sexual exploitation of
children was held in Brussels on 24 March 1997 with investigation and prosecution experts
from all EU Member States and representatives of the Commission, EDU/Europol and

ICPO/Interpol.

Discussion focused on the importance of networks, knowledge of legal systems, methods

and techniques, information systems and the importance of training modules and
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courses. The experts agreed that there was a serious need for coordination an ccopsaration
in this area and that information about new initiatives must be passed on to ot Meinbes

States, EDU and Interpot as well as at national level,

The Commission indicated the opportunities which the STOP Programme providz« for
developing coordinated initiatives. The experts agreed with the priorities whici: (h:
Commission set in the programme for the period 1996-1998: in the first few ynars vriusin
will be given to projects and activities involving the collection of information, 'arisistion and
statistics and exchanges thereof, and then in 1998 any financial support consitisred

necessary can be allocated to more operational cooperation activities.

Delegations will inform their colleagues in the capitals of the outcome of this thumatic
meeting so that coordinated activities and projects will be in accordance with th. piieritaes

set by European bodies.

The Presidency hopes that this exchange of ideas will be helpful to the Commigsion n the

forthcoming assessment of the projects submitted.
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