EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 29 January 1997
THE COUNCIL
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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

of K4 Committee

on 23 January 1997

1. Adoption of the agenda

The agenda that was in document 5373/1/97 REV 1 was adopted it being agreed that

following points would be treated under "Any other business” :

Visit by Netherlands Presidency Ministers of Justice and Home Affairs to Civil Liberties
Committee of European Parliament on Monday 20 January 1997.

- First meeting of high level group on Organized Crime on 17 January 1997 in Brussels.
Conference with ministerial attendance on trafficking in womenon 26 April 1997in the
Netherlands.

- Agenda of informal JHA Council on 5/6 February 1997 in Noordwijk (Netherlands).

2. Results of the work of the Steering Groups

The Presidency noted that the Steering Groups had approved the Working Programmes for

the various Working Groups in their areas.
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a)

Steering Group |
docs 12743/96 CK4 61
5343/97 ASIM 10

Referring to the Presidency work program (doc. CK4 61) and the results of the Steering
Group | meeting of 14 January 1997 (ASIM 10), delegations made the comments
hereafter, following the order of doc. ASIM 10 :

- Several Member States, in particular Spain and lItaly underlined the need for

strengthening the dialogue with the Mediterranean countries, especially the

Maghreb countries on issues relating to migration.

- The Swedish and German delegations in particular wished an active continuation

of the work on the draft joint action concerning travel facilities for third country
nationals residing legally in a Member State. The German delegation suggested a

joint meeting of experts of both the Migration and the Visa Group.

- The United Kingdom delegation stressed the need for further work in the fieid of

expulsion and readmission. In particular a close coordination relating to the return
of rejected asylum seekers would be need in the framework of the Asylum and/or

Migration Group.

- The United Kinadom delegation wished to have more information about the

ministerial Conference on trafficking in women and the code of conduct to be

examined by this Conference.

- Relating to the repatriation of refugees to Bosnia-Herzegovina {see page 5 of doc.

ASIM 10} the Austrian delegation wished a continuous concertation amongst

Member States including the financing of the Una Sana Project. The German
delegation thought that this matter may be discussed during the forthcoming

informal meeting of Ministers in Noordwijk {5 and 6 February).

5491/97
DG H

EN



The Presidency took note of the above-mentioned observations.

It stressed the importance of the EUROMED dialogue for the Presidency and indicated

that the Presidency of Steering Group | had recently spent a visit to Morocco.

As to the travel facilitations for third country nationals it said that there were still

problems concerning the legal basis for an action in this field within the framework of
the 3rd Pillar and indicated that the Commission would in due course table amended
proposals for the so called Monti-Directives. Furthermore there was a link with the
ongoing discussion of the Intergovernmental Conference (CIG). A careful examination

on future proceedings would therefore be necessary.

It confirmed that the Migration Group would concentrate, amongst others, on the

subject of expulsion and readmission.

The Ministerial Conference on trafficking in women scheduled for 24-25 April wculd in

principle be organised by the Ministries of Justice and of Social Affairs. The delegations

would receive detailed information as soon as possible.

Asto therepatriation of refugees to Bosnia-Herzegovina the Presidency accepted having

an informal discussion at the Noordwik meeting. However, questions of financing
would be dealt with within the 2nd Pillar and in particular the ad hoc Working Party "ex-

Yugoslavia".

b) Steering Group Il
docs 12729/96 CK4 60
5222/97 ENFOPOL 4
5408/97 ENFOPOL 12
i} The Presidency pointed at document 54038/97 ENFOPOL 12 which had been
elaborated on request of the Belgian delegation. The document compares texts on
data protection authorities in regard to Community directive, EIS, Schengen,
Europotl and Eurodac. The texts showed a certain amount of similarity. The Belgian
delegation insisted on the need for rationalization of existing and future structures.
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i)

i)

The Presidency showed some understanding for the wish of the Belgian delegation.
It concluded that it is too early to start an in-depth discussion. Developments
should be closely followed especially in regard to SIS, in order to re-discuss this
issue at an appropriate moment. However nothing should be undertaken that could

jeopardise the entry into force of the Europol convention in January 1998.

The Presidency noted that it would submit a document on the subject of police

training and the role of AEPC to the Police Cooperation Working Group.

The French delegation reiterated its view that the programme of the Drugs and
Organized Crime group should reflect the commitment to combat all forms of drug

production and not only synthetic drugs.

The ltalian delegation emphasized the need for a revision of the method for the
Annual Report on Organized Crime. Its recommendations set out in document

5047/96 ENFOPOL 35 should guide the work in this field.

c) Steering Group lll and
d) Horizontal issues
docs 12342/96 CK4 57
5213/97 JUST 1
The K.4. Committee welcomed the programme of the Presidency for Steering Group Il
and endorsed in general terms its content. It took note
- of the intention of the Presidency to submit a reflection document following the
proposal of the French delegation to analyse the instruments of interest to the work
of the Committee,
- to consult the European Parliament on the Service of Document draft Convention
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3. Relations between the European Union and third countries in the area of the Third Pillar

doc. 5360/97 JAI 2

The group welcomed document 5360/97 JAI 2 on relations between the European Union
and Third countries in the field of Justice and Home Affairs during the Netherlands

Presidency.

The Spanish and ltalian delegations emphasized the need for appropriate attention to

Mediterranean countries especially in the fields of drugs and immigration.

The Spanish delegation, supported by the Swedish and UK delegations, asked for more
activities in regard to Latin America. The recommendations of the report of drugs experts

on Latin America have to be studied in depth in view of their possible implementation.

Several delegations insisted on the need for an approach more targeted on specific regions
in the framework of a transpillar approach. The representation of the Commission informed
the Committee on the forthcoming mission to Russia and certain Central Asian countries

within the TACIS programme.

Pursuant to a request by various delegations the Presidency announced that a new revised
version of document 5360/97 JAI 2 will be presented to COREPER. This text will take
account of observations made and the outcome of the meeting of the high level group with

the US on 28 January 1997 in Washington.

In respect to requests for clarification on treatment of cross-pillar drugs items such as those
related to Latin America, the Caribbean and also Central Asia, the Presidency stated that it
will raise this question as soon as possible in COREPER. It promised to inform the Committee

regularly on the implementation and need for updating of the programme.
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4. Relations between the European Union and international organisations, in particular :

a)

b)

The Council of Europe

doc. 5213/97 JUST 1 (item 5)

The K.4. Committee took note of the intention of the Presidency to arrange a meeting

between the Troika and the Council of Europe to discuss topics of common interest in

the margins of the meeting of K.4. on 25 March 1997.

United Nations

i)

i)

International Convention for the suppression of terrorist bombings

doc. 5414/97 ENFOPOL 13

A draft text of the Convention was distributed that will be discussed from
7 February to 24 March 1997 in New York. The Committee welcomed the
orientation in document 5414/97 ENFOPOL 13.

The joint meeting of the Second and Third Pillar groups dealing with Terrorism on
10 March 1997 will be an appropriate occasion to assess developments this

matter.

UN/Corruption

The K4 Committee took note of the ongoing discussion relating to the possible
draft of a corruption convention within the framework of the UN Crime Commission
in Vienna, which will meet on 29th April 1997, and decided to assess the matter

at the later stage.

UN/Vienna - organised crime

The K.4 Committee stressed the need for coordination of positions of Member
States and Commission in negotiations on texts on these two items. It subscribed
to the wish of the Belgian delegation for an adequate preparation of Union positions
for the next annual meeting of the Narcotics Commission of the United Nations at

the end of March 1997 in Vienna.
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c)

Interpol
doc. 5236/97 ENFOPOL 5

The Presidency recalled that Steering Group |l had agreed to invite competent groups
to compare, under the aegis of the Europol group, their activities with those of Interpol

{cf. doc. 11848/96 ENFOPOL 190).

Pending the result of this work the Presidency has suggested to invite the
Presidency/Secretariat General of Interpo! for a meeting with the Troika of the K.4
Committee at its meeting of February. The Committee agreed on this approach it being
understood that any reference to a structured dialogue should be avoided in forthcoming
contacts. Subsequent to a request by the French delegation the Presidency confirmed
that the meeting will be limited, as usual in similar occasions, to the Troika; delegations

who wish to do so will be involved in the preparation of the meeting.

5. The lmplementation of the Joint Action of 17 December 1997 concerning the approximation
of the laws and practices of the Member States of the European Union to combat drug
addiction and to prevent and combat illegal drug trafficking
Docs.  12647/96 ENFOPOL 213

+ COR 1 (s)
+ COR 2 (nh)
+ REV 1 (fi, s)
5418/97 ENFOPOL 14
5426/97 ENFOPOL 15
The Presidency presented its document 5418/97 ENFOPOL 14 that reflects orientations of
the multi-annual programme, the European Council of Dublin and aforementioned joint action.
It plans to submit a preliminary report to the meeting of the European Council of Amsterdam
in June 1997.
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The French delegation presentedits document 5426/97 ENFOPOL 15. The Presidency noted

that an important number of concerns of the French delegation were covered by the

Presidency’s programme and that the First Pillar is concerned e.g. in regard to Internet and

cultivation proposals. It confirmed that the Drugs Expert Group is the competent group for

the examination of the two documents. The K.4 Committee will be regularly informed on

progress made.

6. Other business

6.1.

6.2.

6.3.

6.4.

The Presidency informed the Committee on the visit in their capacity as
chairpersons of the Council made by the Netherlands Ministers for Justice and
Home Affairs to the Civil Liberties Committee of the European Parliament on 20

January 1997. A very fruitful and constructive exchange of views has taken place.

The Presidency informed the Committee on the first meeting of the new High Level

Group on Organised Crime, on 17 January 1887 (doc. 5437/97 JAI 3).

The Presidency gave information about a ministerial meeting on trafficking in

women, to be held on 26 April 1997 in The Netherlands.

The agenda of the informal JHA Council on 5-6 February in Noordwijk was

discussed over lunch.
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