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xenophobia

1. Tit'e Il of the Joint Action concerning action to combat racism and xenophobia, which was
adopied by the Council on 15 July 1996 (OJ No. L 185, 24.7.96, p.5), placed an
obligation on each Member State to bring forward appropriate proposals to implement the
Joint Action, for consideration by their competent authorities with a view to their adoption.
It also provided that the Council would assess by the end of June 1998 the fulfilment by
Member States of their obligations under the Joint Action, taking into account the

declarations annexed to it.

2. ltis necessary now to seek information from Memhber States about their implementation of
the Joint Action, and to prepare a report for consideration by the K.4 Committee and

submission to the Justice and Home Affairs Council in May 1988.

3. The K.4 Committee agreed at its meeting on 16 January 1998 that:

a questionnaire on the implementation of the Joint Action would be issued by the
Presidency.
Delegations will find the questionnaire in the Annex. Delegations are asked to reply to

the questionnaire by no later than 6 March 1998.

- the Presidency and the Secretariat will prepare a draft report on the basis of the replies
to the guestionnaire and submit it to the K.4 Committee for its meeting on 27-28

April 1298.
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ANNEX
QUESTIONNAIRE

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE JOINT ACTION OF THE COUNCIL OF 15 JULY 1996 CONCERNING
ACTION TO COMBAT RACISM AND XENOPHOBIA

TITLE Il of the Joint Action of the Council of 15 July 1896 concerning action to combat racism
and xenophobia provides for the Council to assess the fulfiiment by Member States of their
obligations under the Joint Action, taking into account the declarations annexed to it, by the

end of June 1988.

In order to allow this assessment to take place, Member States are invited to forward
information on the following questions to the General Secretariat of the Council for the

attention of Mr. Bent Mejborn, fax. +32 2 285 8154, by 6 March 1998.

Member States which made declarations which are annexed to the Joint Action are asked to

expiain the effect of their declarations at the relevant points in their answers.

Paragraph A

1. Are the types of behaviour listed in Section A{a)-(e) offences in the law of the Member

State? Please describe the legislative provisions which cover them.

2. Briefly describe the provisions which make possible effective judicial co-operation in relation

to these types of behaviour.

3. Do the authorities of the Member State have in preparation any further measures in this

area? What will such measures aim to achieve?

4. Have any of these provisions been made as a result of the Joint Action?

Paragraph B

1. What provisions exist for the seizure or confiscation of material described in paragraph
B(a)?
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2. Have the authorities of the Member State encountered any difficulties in judicial co-
operation arising from claims that the types of behaviour listed in paragraph A amounted to
political offences? Have any specific steps been taken consistent with other international
obligations, to prevent such difficulties arising? Does the law of the Member State allow

such behaviour to be regarded as a political offence?

3. What provisions exist allowing information to be provided to other Member States in the
circumstances envisaged in paragraph B(c)? Does the law of the Member State allow
action to be taken n relation to material stored in that Member State intended for
distribution in another Member State? Are any further measures planned or under

consideration as a result of the Joint Action?

4. What contact points exist for collecting and exchanging information relevant to

prosecutions for offences based on the types of behaviour listed in paragraph A?

GENERAL ASSESSMENT

Member States are invited, if they wish, to comment more generally on the benefits or

difficulties of implementing the Joint Action.
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