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The Council held an in-depth discussion of the problem caused by the mass influx of
asylum-seekers and illegal immigrants, particularly from northern Iraq, which has been

observed for some time in several Member States.

This migration appears to be routed essentially either through Turkey, and thence through
Greece and ltaly, or via the "Balkans route”, with the final countries of destination being in

particular Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden.

Several suggestions were put forward for dealing with this worrying problem, inciuding the
strengthening of checks at external borders, the stepping up of the campaign against illegal
immigration networks, and pre-frontier assistance and training assignments in airports and
ports in certain transit third countries, in full cooperation with the authorities in those

countries.

In view of the fact that targe numbers of the persons concerned in fact warrant protection,
the question of adapting the asylum procedures was also raised with a view to increasing
their harmonization if necessary, in complete compliance with the principle of
non-refoulement and the other principles enshrined in the 1951 Geneva Convention on the

status of refugees.

In concluding the discussion, the Council instructed its subordinate bodies to continue
examining the problem so that a programme of action in this area could be agreed as soon as
possible. The President said that the General Affairs Council would be informed of the

outcome of this discussion so that it could examine the political aspects of the problem.
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