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PREPARATION FOR THE LUXEMBOURG EUROPEAN COUNCIL

The Council was informed by its President of the arrangements and work programme for the
Luxembourg European Council, and of the progress of preparations on the various topics

likely to be raised at the meeting.

AGENDA 2000 - ENLARGEMENT

The Council held a detailed discussion on all the questions concerning Agenda 2000 and

enlargement.

On the basis of the discussions, the Presidency would finalize, on its own responsibility, the
detailed report to be submitted to the Luxembourg European Council on 12 and 13 December
following the request made by the Amsterdam European Council to the General Affairs

Council.

The Presidency said that, in general, the overall report would reflect the principal guidelines
resulting from five months of detailed discussions. The report should be used as a basis for
the discussions of the European Council to enable it to take the necessary decisions on the
whole enlargement process and work out certain general guidelines concerning the

development of the Union’s internal policies and the future financial framework.

POST AMSTERDAM: ESTABLISHMENT OF THE POLICY PLANNING AND EARLY WARNING
UNIT

The Council was given a progress report on the establishment of the Policy Planning and
Early Warning Unit. It agreed to instruct the Permanent Representatives Committee, assisted
by the Political Committee, to continue discussing the matter under the United Kingdom

Presidency, with a view to concluding it as soon as possible.
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OSCE - PREPARATION FOR THE COPENHAGEN MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

The Council took stock of preparations for the OSCE Ministerial Council in Copenhagen

{18 and 19 December).

A briefing on that meeting was given by Mr Helveg PETERSEN, President-in-Office of the
OSCE. He reaffirmed the importance which the Union attached to the role of the OSCE in the
European security architecture. He hoped that the Copenhagen decisions would help to
increase the effectiveness of the Organization and that the discussions on the question of a
"European Security Charter” would reflect the changes which had occurred in the European

security arena.

WTO: NEGOTIATIONS ON FINANCIAL SERVICES

The Council took note of a Commission report on the recent progress of negotiations in the
WHO on financial services. It called on the Union’s negotiators to continue their efforts to
ensure that the negotiations were successful within the time laid down. [t confirmed that a

special Council meeting would be held in Geneva on 11 and 12 December 1997.

TRANSATLANTIC RELATIONS - EU-CANADA AND EU-US SUMMITS

The Counci! was informed of the proceedings and results of the Summits between the
European Union and Canada and the European Union and the United States which took place
on 4 December in Ottawa and 5 December in Washington. Those meetings had again shown

the concrete and cordial nature of transatlantic cooperation.

12893/97 (Presse 380 - G) ain/HM/dg EN
CAB 5



8.X11.1997

INFLUX OF IMMIGRANTS FROM IRAQ

The Council held an exchange of views on the political aspects of the problem of the massive
influx of asylum-seekers and illegal immigrants particularly from Northern Iraqg, taking account

of the discussions of the Justice and Home Affairs Council on 4 December 1897.

The Council instructed the Permanent Representatives Committee to take stock of the
proposals made by a number of delegations to deal with this problem (in particular the ptan
for reception of the refugees in the region; arrangements to be negotiated internationally
concerning measures against trafficking in illegal immigrants; humanitarian aid to

Northern Iraqg; consultations with the third countries through which these immigrants travel).

The Council agreed to return to this question at a future meeting to discuss in particular the

underlying reasons for the influx of refugees.

PREPARATION FOR THE EU-JAPAN SUNMMIT

The Council took note of information from the United Kingdom delegation, the next
Presidency, and of comments by the Commission on the forthcoming EU-Japan Summit in

Tokyo on 12 January 1998.

ASEM

The Council discussed the preparations for the ASEM |l meeting in London on 2 to

4 April 1998 and called on the appropriate Council bodies to continue the discussions with a

view to the forthcoming Senior Officials Meeting in London in February 1998.

12893/97 (Presse 380 - G) ain/HM/dg EN
CAB 6



8.X11.1897

CUBA - CONCLUSIONS

The Council took note of the evaluation and the proposals for the implementation of the
common position on Cuba and concluded that no substantive change in the political and
economic situation in Cuba during the six months since the common position had been

reconfirmed had occurred.

The Council reiterated that the objective of the European Union towards Cuba remained the
encouragement of a process of peaceful transition to pluralist democracy, respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms, as well as sustainable economic recovery and improvement

in the living standards of the Cuban people.

The Council therefore reconfirmed the common position of the Union as set out on
2 December 1996 and approved the Presidency’s recommendations on the evaluation and
implementation of the common position. It will evaluate the Union’s position after a further

six months.

NEW AGREEMENTS WITH MEXiICO

The Council approved the Economic Partnership, Political Coordination and Cooperation .
Agreement {global Agreement) and the Interim Agreement on Trade and Trade-related

Matters with Mexico, prior to signature.

These agreements were signed at the end of the morning (see Press Release 12891/97,

Presse 378).
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OTHER DECISIONS
Adopted without discussion

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

Sierra Leone — sanctions

The Council adopted the common position and the Regulation to ensure implementation at
European Union level of the sanctions imposed on Sierra Leone by the United Nations Security
Council to resolve the crisis and facilitate restoration of the democratically elected government
and a return to constitutional order (Security Council Resolution 1132 (1997)).

The common position states that the Member States will prevent the entry into or transit through
their territories of all members of the military junta and adult members of their families, an
exception being made for persons whose presence may be authorized under the Security Council
Resolution, particularly on verified humanitarian grounds. In addition, an embargo on arms and
related material of all types will be imposed on Sierra Leone, and economic relations and contacts
with Sierra Leone will be reduced in accordance with the Security Council Resolution.

The Regulation, which covers the Security Council measures falling under the EC Treaty, prohibits
the sale or supply of petroleum products in the territory of Sierra Leone and the promotion of such
activities, except for supplies to the democratically elected government, for verified humanitarian
purposes or to the Military Observer Group of ECOWAS.

TRADE QUESTIONS

FYROM - Agreement on textiles

The Council approved the bilateral Agreement on trade in textile products with the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

WTO - services: multilateral negotiations on emergency safeguard measures

The Council approved the extension of the multilateral negotiations on emergency safeguard
measures provided for in Article X of the GATS, and authorized the Commission to give the
agreement of the Community and its Member States to that extension in the WTQO Council on

Trade in Services.

JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS

Report to the European Council on drugs

The Council took note of the draft report on drugs, which would be submitted to the Luxembourg
European Council for approval.

That report, submitted to the Justice and Home Affairs Council at its meeting on 4 and

5 December (see Press Release 12888/97, Presse 375), contained an evaluation of the
implementation, in 1997, of the measures recommended by the Dublin European Council to
combat drugs (in particular legislative alignment, strengthening of customs and police cooperation,
full implementation of the Directive on money laundering, increased cooperation with

Latin America, the CCEE, Russia and the Central Asian Republics on drugs).

An interim report — covering the first half of 1997 - had been drafted for the Amsterdam
European Council.
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FISHERIES

Guide prices for 1998

The Council adopted the Regulations fixing the guide prices for 1998 as follows:

8.X11.1997

- Community producer price for tuna intended for the industrial manufacture of products falling
within CN code 1604 for the 1998 fishing year:

= whole Yellowfin tuna (thunnus albacares), each weighing more than 10 kg, Community
producer price ECU 1 222/tonne;

- guide prices for the fishery products listed in Annex I{A), (D) and (E) to Regulation (EEC)
No 3759/92 for the 1998 fishing year:

Species Commercial specifications (') Guide price
(ECU/tonne)
Freshness Size Presentation
category
1. Herrings of the species Extra, A 1 Whole fish 274
Clupea harengus
2. Sardines of the species Extra 3 Whole fish 521
Sardina pilchardus
3. Picked dogfish Extra, A 2 Whole fish } 1026
{Squalus acanthias) Gutted fish with head )
4. Catshanks Extra, A 1 Whole fish ) 806
{Scyliorhinus spp.) Gutted fish with head )
5. Redfish A 2 Whole fish 1132
(Sebastes spp.)
6. Cod of the species A 2 Gutted fish with head )
Gadus morhua or ) 1476
A 3 Gutted fish with head )
7. Coalfish A 2 Gutted fish with head )
{Pollachius virens) or ) 762
A 3 Gutted fish with head }
8. Haddock A 2 QGutted fish with head )
{Melanogrammus aeglefinus) or ) 1026
A 3 Gutted fish with head )
9. Whiting A 2 Gutted fish with head }
(Merlangius merlangus) or ) 893
A 3 Gutted fish with head )
10. Ling Extra, A 1, 2 Gutted fish with head 1139
{Molva spp.)
11. Mackerel of the species Extra 1 Whole fish )
Scomber-scombrus or ) 288
A 2 Whole fish )
12. Mackerel of the species Extra 1 Whole fish )
Scomber japonicus or ) 306
A 2 Whole fish )
13. Anchovies {Engraulis spp.) Extra 2 Whole fish 1168
14. Plaice A 2 Gutted fish with head from 1.1.1998 }
(Pleuronectes platessa) or untit 30.4.1998 } 1032
A 3 Gutted fish with head from 1.5.1998 {
until 31.12.1998( 1420
15. Hake of the species A 1 Gutted fish with head 3623
Merluccius merluccius
16. Megrim {Lepidorhombus spp.) Extra, A 1,2 Whole fish, gutted fish 2289
with head
17. Ray’s bream (Brama spp.) Extra, A 1 Whole fish 1782
18. Monkfish {Lophius spp.) Extra, A 2,3 Whole, or gutted with 2664
head
L Extra, A 2,3 Without head 5503
19. Shrimps of the species A 1 Simply boiled in water 2382
Crangon crangon )
20. Edible crab (Cancer pagurus) - 1 Whole 1749
12893/97 (Presse 380 - G) ain/HM/dg EN

CAB




8.X11.1997

21. Norway lobster Extra, A 1, 2 Whole 5180
{Nephrops norvegicus)

Extra, A 2 Tails 4345
22. Dab Extra, A 1 Gutted fish with head 961
{Limanda limanda)
23. Flounder Extra, A 1 Gutted fish with head 558
{Platichthys flesus)
24. Albacore or longfinned tuna Extra, A 1 Whole fish 2103
{Thunnus alalunga) 1 Gutted fish with head 2428
25. Cuttlefish Extra, A 1,2 Whole 1574
(Sepia officinalis et Rossia
macrosomay)
26. Sole Extra, A 2,3 Gutted fish with head 6326
{Solea spp.)
27. Deep-water prawns A 1 Simply boiled in water 6387
{Pandalus Borealis}

A 1 Fresh or chilled 1673

M

The freshness categories, sizes and presentation are defined pursuant to Article 2 of Regulation (EEC) No 3759/92

guide prices for the fishery products listed in Annex 1l to Regulation (EEC) No 3759/92 for the 1998 fishing year:

Penaeidae

products

GROUP OF PRODUCTS COMMERCIAL SPECIFICATIONS GUIDE PRICE
{ECU/tonne)
1. Sea-bream {Dentex dentex and Frozen, in lots or in original packages containing 1 556
Pagellus spp.) the same products
2. Squid of the species Frozen, not cleaned, in original packages 1057
Loligo patagonica containing the same products
3. Squid {Ommastrephes sagittatus) Frozen, not cleaned, in original packages 961
containing the same products
4. lllex argentinus Frozen, not cleaned, in original packages 888
containing the same products
5. Cuttlefish of the species Sepia Frozen, in original packages containing the same 1948
officinalis, Rossia macrosoma and products
Sepiola rondeletti
6. Octopus (Octopus spp.} Frozen, in original packages containing the same 1987
products
7. Lesser or Greenland halibut Frozen, in original packages containing the same 1919
{Reinhardtius hippoglossoides) products
8. Whole hake of the genus Frozen, in original packages containing the same 1290
Merluccius spp. products
9. Fillets of hake of the genus Frozen, in original packages containing the same 1561
Merluccius spp. products
10. - Prawns of the species Frozen, in original packages containing the same 4120
Parapenaeus longirostris products
- Other species of the family Frozen, in original packages containing the same 7 985
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The percentage price differences compared to 1997 prices are as follows:

ANNEX | SPECIES

Species

Difference {in %)
28/97

Herring
Clupea harengus

0

Sardines
Sardina pilchardus

+ 2.5

Dogfish

Squalus acanthias

Spotted dogfish
Scyliorhinus spp.

Redfish

Sebastes spp.

Cod
Gadus morhua

Saithe
Pollachius virens

Haddock

Melanogrammus aeglefinus

-0.5

Whiting

Merlangus merlangus

10.

Ling
Molva spp.

11.

Mackerel
Scomber scombrus

12.

Spanish mackerel
Scomber japonicus

13.

Anchovy
Engraulis spp.

14.

Plaice {Jan-Apr)

Plaice (May-Dec)
Pleuronectes platessa

+ 2,5

+ 2,5

15.

Hake
Merluccius merluccius

16.

Megrim
Lepidorhombus spp.

17.

Ray’s bream
Brama spp.
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Difference (in %)

Species 98/97

18. Whole monkfish 0
Monkfish, head removed + 1
Lophius spp.

19. Common shrimp 0
Crangon crangon

—

20. Edible crabs -1
Cancer pagurus

21. Whole Norway lobster + 2
Norway lobster, head removed + 2
Nephrops norvegicus

22. Dab +3
Limanda limanda

23. Flounder + 2
Platichthys flesus

24. Whole albacore 0
Gutted albacore, head on -1
Thunnus alalunga

25. Cuttlefish -0.5
Sepia officinalis

26. Sole +3
Solea spp.

27. Northern prawns, cooked + 1

Northern prawns, fresh
Pandalus borealis
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ANNEX 1l SPECIES

Difference {in %)
Species 98/97

1. Sea bream + 2
Dentex dente et Pagellus spp.

2. Patagonian squid 0
Loligo patagonica

3. Flying squid 0
Ommastrephes sagittatus

4. Argentine short-fin squid -1
Hlex argentinus

5. Cuttlefish -1
Sepra officinalis,
Rossia macrosoma & Sepiola rondeletti

6. Octopus + 4
Octopus spp.

7. Greenland halibut + 1
Reinhardtius hippoglossoides

8. Whole hake 0
Merluccius spp.

9. Filleted hake -2
Merluccius spp.

10. Shrimps 0
Parapenaeus Longirostris

Other shrimp species 0

Penaeidae

TUNAS
Difference (in %) W
Species 98/97
Yellowfin tuna + 1.5
Thunnus albacares
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