EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 22 October 1997 (31.10)
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NOTE

from : Presidency

to : Migration Working Party

Subject: Draft Council Decision establishing arrangements for group expulsions by charter
flight of third country nationals to be expelled from the Member States of the
Union

Delegations will find attached a revised version of the above draft Decision which takes
account of the comments made at the meeting of the Migration Working Party on

30 September and 1 October 1997.
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Draft Council Decision establishing arrangements for group expulsions by charter flight of

third country nationals to be expelled from the Member States of the Union

The Council of the European Union,

Having regard to Article K.1(3})(c) of the Treaty on European Union,

Whereas group expulsions by charter flight may be desirable in the interests of efficiency and

speed in implementing expulsion measures;

Whereas solidarity between Member States in implementing expulsion measures is desirable;

Whereas improved cooperation on expulsion is a priority for all the Member States under the

multiannual programme,

Having regard to the provisions of the Council Recommendation of 22 December 1995 on

concerted action and cooperation in carrying out expulsion measures,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

The following cooperation arrangements shall be set up:

1. Each Member State wishing to participate in charter flights shall notify the General

Secretariat of the Council of the authority designated to handle the exchanges of

information provided for in this Decision.

2.  Where a Member State is preparing to expel third country nationals for expulsion

by charter flight to a third country and there are vacant seats on the aircraft, it may so

inform the contact points of the other Member States providing the following

information:
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-~ date and time of departure

- point of departure

- point of arrival

— number of seats available

- details of a contact point for reserving seats

— deadline for making reservations.

3. Member States wishing to participate in the expulsion operation shall convey their
intention as soon as possible directly to the contact point of the State organizing the

operation.

Available seats shall be allocated in the order in which reservations are made by the

Member States.

4, Member States participating in group expulsions shall make sure that the third country
nationals they are expelling are in possession of valid travel documents enabling them to

be admitted to the country of destination {(passport, laissez-passer etc.).

5. Member States participating in group expulsions shall be responsible for the following:

— travel expenses to the point of departure of the flight;
- possibly, a share of the costs of the expulsion by charter, by arrangement with the
State organizing the flight;

— aduly authorized escort for the third country national(s) up to the time of departure

and, if required to do so by the State organizing the flight, up to the point of arrival
of the flight.

— possibly, a share of the costs relating to the return of the third country national to be

expelled to the country of destination.

6. Member States participating in group expulsions shall be obliged to take back any third
country nationals which they wished to expel if they are not admitted by the country of

destination, if the expulsion is rendered impossible.
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