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Subject: Countries with which there are problems regarding return: 
Nigeria, Ethiopia, Somalia and Liberia 
(see telex n' 3203 of 22.7.97) 

Delegations will find herewith the reply received from Belgium on the above-mentioned subject, 

which is also of interest for the CIREFI delegations. 

Luxembourg has indicated that it has no experience with these problems. 

The delegations of Ireland, The Netherlands, and Portugal have not as yet replied. 
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Nigeria 

To be returned : 128 
Success rate : 24,2 % 

Problems : 

BELGIUM 

The ill egal immigrants in question decline to cooperate in any way during their interview 
at the Nigerian Embassy. They do not shrink from giving a false identity and national ity. 
Many cla im to be citizens of Liberia, Sudan or Sierra Leone (countries to which it is very 
diff icult or impossible to repatriate because of the situation there) . 

Only t w o people at a time, twice a week, may be taken to the Embassy for question ing . 

When a la w yer has stated that he has intervened with the Al iens' Office (even where th is 
involves a speedy appeal which does not imply a deferral): la issez-passer procedure is 
deferred . Idem when t he illegal immigrant suddenly claims still to have luggage 
some w here . 

When an escort is required: problem of getting a visa for accompanying gendarmes . . In 
practice , the make-shift solution is to apply for a visa for Cameroon. In th is case, the 
gendarme does not get out at Lagos, but travelS on to Douala immediately after removal 
of the al ien , to return afterwards to Zaventem. 

Solution : 

When the Aliens' Office is certain that the alien is Nigerian: repatriate under Gendarmerie 
escort with own laissez-passer. Practical difficulties: not possible for criminals, limited 
number of possible escorts, difficulties with the authorities in Nigeria. 

In negotiation with the Nigerian author~ties, to arrive at a system of "condit ional 
readm ission " in cases where the persons concerned refuse to cooperate in determining 
the ir real identity and nationality, and the Aliens' Office has all the necess?lry evidence to 
be able to say with certainty that they are indeed Nigerians. Undertaking on the part of 
Belgium to readmit the persons concerned immediately and at its own cost if after 
investigation in Nigeria it should turn out that the deportee is not in fact one of their 
cit izens . 

Putting together a Belgian ad hoc team which will exchange information in Nigeria at our 
Embassy (among other things training in the detection of false documents, etc.). The team 
will also try to establish contacts with the Nigerian authorities in situ. 
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Ethiopia 

To be returned: 3 
Success rate: 0% 

Problem: 
I 

For the few Ethiopians that we have, we cannot get a laissez-passer, because the Embassy 
always wants a valid passport. I 

Somalia 

To be returned: 1 9 
Success rate: 0% 

Problems: 
I 

No diplomatic representation in Belgium. 
No interview possible. 
Absolutely no cooperation. 

Liberia 

To be returned: 53 
Success rate: 0% 
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Many Liberians claim to be Nigerian or Ghanaian. 
No travel document has ever ~een obtained 
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