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1. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda given in Telex No 1951 of 2 May 1997 was adopted, with the addition of the 

items appearing hereafter under "Other business" (see item 9). 

2. Exchange of information on asylum 

- DNA tests 

The Finnish delegation reported on the study in progress in Finland on the use of DNA 

tests in the framework of the examination of applications for family reunion; the test 

had been piloted for a certain period with a particular population group which could 

supply no proof of their family relationships. The delegation wanted to know if other 

Member States were carrying out such tests. 

- Modifications to the laws of the Member States 

The French delegation had forwarded to CIREA the text of the review procedure 

applicable in France following the amendments which had entered into force on 

17 March 1997 (8170/97 CIREA 40). It reported that since the new legislation had 

been introduced requests for reviews had gone down considerably, although it was 

still too early to draw final conclusions. 
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It also informed CIREA that the French Parliament had adopted a new law modifying 

the general conditions for the entry and stay of aliens in France. 

The Austrian delegation said that a bill amending Austrian legislation on asylum was 

being examined by the Parliament which, in addition to the incorporation of the Dublin 

Convention, brought many changes to the existing legislation. That new legislation on 

asylum would probably be adopted in June. 

The Finnish delegation had submitted to CIREA a summary of a report drafted by an 

ad hoc independent Commission appointed by the government and composed of 

representatives from various ministries, Parliament and NGOs. The summary 

contained information on the current situation in Finland and proposals for a 

programme on immigration and refugee policy (7913/97 ASIM 92 CIREA 33 

CIREFI 17). 

Trends in applications for asylum 

The French delegation said that it had noted a considerable increase in asylum 

applications from Bulgarian nationals purporting to belong to the Turkish minority, as 

well as a marked reduction in asylum applications from Africa, with the exception 

of Zaire . It wanted to know whether the other Member States had noted those 

phenomena and whether they could help explain them. 

In the same way the Italian delegation said that it was facing a substantial increase in 

applications from Kurds and he asked the other Member States if they were faced 

with the same situation. 

The Presidency asked the delegations to reply bilaterally to the French and Italian 

delegations. 

- Zaire 

The Netherlands delegation stated that in a decision of 18 April 1997 its government 

had provisionally suspended the expulsion of any asylum applicants from Zaire. It also 

pointed out that for Tutsis and Zaireans from the Kivu region and the Eastern border it 

had been decided in January 1997 to grant them a provisional residence permit. 
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3. Missions in the country of origin of the asylum applicants 

The Danish delegation stated that: 

- a mission had been carried out in Sri Lanka from 21 February to 7 March 1997, a 

report on which had been sent to the General Secretariat of the Council (see 8180/97 

CIREA 42); 

- a mission had been carried out from 15 February to 14 March 1997, with the 

participation of Sweden and Finland, to Central and Southern Somalia, a report on 

which would be sent to CIREA at a later date. Another mission would be sent by the 

same countries, probably joined by Norway, towards the end of May in Mogadiscio; 

- a mission to Afghanistan, for which a commercial air link from Pakistan has been 

found. A report can be given at the next meeting. 

4. Draft resume of the discussions on Somalia 

SN 1457/97 and meeting docs. Nos 1 and 2 

The draft summary of the discussions appearing in SN 1457/97, amended by meeting 

docs. Nos 1 and 2 (containing the amendments to their own statements suggested by the 

UNHCR and the OMI respectively) was approved by CIREA with some minor corrections. 

CIREA agreed to submit the final version to the UNHCR and the OMI (see 8758/97 

CIREA 45 RESTREINT), which were invited to make their contributions and were informed 

that this was a confidential document communicated exclusively for their internal use. 

5. Confidentiality of CIREA documents 

8087/97 CIREA 36 

The Presidency introduced its Note (CIREA 36), which it stressed merely set out the 

minimum on which the delegations seemed to be able to agree following examination of 

their replies to questions 6 and 7 of the questionnaire on the storage of asylum 

information (Telex No 275 of 23 January 1997). 

At the conclusion of that initial debate, during which certain delegations stated that they 

had not finished their consideration of the subject, it was noted that the delegations 

welcomed the Presidency's approach. That approach consisted in establishing, on the 
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basis of those principles that were acceptable to all the delegations, a list of the 

confidential documents and of documents which could be released to the public; it was, 

however, understood that, in accordance with the general principle by which it is the 

Member State forwarding the documents which decides what status should be given to 

them, a Member State may give "public access" status to a type of document which is 

on the list of confidential documents. 

It was noted that a greater number of delegations were now arguing for a greater use of 

CIREA documents and therefore a reduction, as far as was feasible, in the list of 

documents of a confidential nature. 

The Presidency said that it would review the Note, bearing the new trend in mind, 

together with the other comments by the delegations. The discussion would be continued 

at a forthcoming meeting, on the basis of the revised Note. 

6. Exchange of statistical information and data base/bank 

8120/97 CIREA 37 

The Presidency submitted to CIREA the analysis that it had made of the Member States' 

replies to the questionnaire on the storage of asylum information (CIREA 37), on which 

discussion was postponed until the following meeting, seeing that the delegations had 

only just received the documents. 

An expert from the Netherlands delegation who was taking part in the proceedings going 

on within the Inter-Governmental Consultations on Asylum on a pilot project on the 

storage and exchange of information on asylum reported to the Working Party on the 

content and state of the project. (A summary of that report appears in SN 4192/97, point 

11.3 of the Annex). 

7. Examination of the situation of certain third States or regions from which applicants for 

asylum come: Iran 

7184/97 CIREA 30 RESTREINT 

A summary of the discussions on Iran will be drawn up separately. 
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8. Preparation for the next meeting 

- subjects for the meeting with Canada and the United States in the framework of the 

Transatlantic Dialogue (18 June) 

The Presidency invited the delegations to make suggestions for items to be placed on 

the agenda for the meeting with Canada and the United States. 

The following suggestions were made: 

definition of the concept of social "population grou p" ; 

application of Article 1 F of the Geneva Convention; 

information about the documentation centre in Canada; 

applications for asylum from Iran; 

applications for asylum from Afghanistan. 

As examining requests for asylum from Afghanistan appeared on the agenda for the 

CIREA meeting to precede the meeting with the United States and Canada, 

the Presidency asked the delegations if they had objections to the experts from the 

United States and Canada being invited to take part in the informal meeting of experts 

to examine the draft analysis of the replies of the Member States on Afghanistan and 

to the questionnaire on that country being communicated to them. It was understood 

that the questionnaire would be forwarded to them, but not the replies, and that those 

delegations which had objections to their participation in the informal meeting would 

make them known within one week. 

The Presidency stated that it would also ask the United States and Canada which 

items they would like to see discussed at that meeting; it would communicate the 

draft agenda as soon as possible to the Member States. 

9. Other business 

- Preparation for the Luxembourg Presidency 

The Luxembourg delegation had informed CIREA that it was planning three CIREA 

meetings under the Luxembourg Presidency, in July, September and December 1997. 

The arrangements for those meetings would be the same as for the current 

Presidency. 
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The Luxembourg delegation elicited delegations' agreement to its suggestion that 

applications for asylum from Turkey should be examined at the first of those meetings. 

As the Swedish delegation did not want a meeting in July in the holiday season, 

the Luxembourg delegation stated that it had no objection in principle to postponing 

the dates of the meetings until September, provided that was possible. 

- Dublin Convention 

The Irish delegation informed the delegations that the ratification procedure for the 

Convention had just been completed in Ireland and that the Convention could enter 

into force under the Luxembourg Presidency. 

- CFPC common reports 

The General Secretariat of the Council communicated to the delegations a list, 

updated to 13 May 1997, of reports requested from the CFSP (meeting doc. 1\104). 

5147/98 
DG H I 

vos/PT /bf EN 
6 


