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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

of Horizontal Drugs group

on : 13 January 1998

1. Adoption of the agenda

The group adopted the agenda set out in telex nr 10 of 6 January 1998, it being agreed that
under "Any other business" additional points will be examined that are under points e, fand g

of this note.

2. Presidency work programme on drugs and drug-related issues
{doc. 13457/97 CORDROGUE 87)

The UK Presidency presented its work programme on Drugs and Drugs-related issues (cf.
doc. 13457/97 CORDROGUE 87).

Delegations welcomed the programme. Some of them felt that a specific reference to the
work of the police co-operation group was lacking. Concern was expressed on organization of
work between the Horizontal Drugs group, the Multi-disciplinary group as well as on the role

of CODRO and pursuit of work done by the Drugs and Organized Crime group.
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The presidency concluded that there was broad agreement on its work programme in which
the Police cooperation group will be integrated. Appropriate contacts will be maintained with
the presidency of the Multi-disciplinary group. COREPER at its meeting of 15 January will be
invited to take a decision on the future of the Drugs and Organized group. Anyhow,

remaining work of this group will be carried forward.

3. A post-1999 EU drugs strategy
{doc. 5061/98 CORDROGUE 1)

The group held a first exchange of views on above-mentioned note of the Presidency.

Several delegations insisted on the necessity to include references to enlargement and
Schengen integration in the strategy. The presidency promised to take account of these
observations and invited delegations to forward preliminary comments before 14 February in

view of submission of a draft strategy at the meeting of 5 March 1998.

»

Implementation of joint action on the approximation of the laws_and practices of police,

customs services and judicial authorities_in the fight against addiction and illegal drug

trafficking
(doc. 12647/96 ENFOPOL 213, 12898/97 CORDROGUE 81, 5062/98 CORDROGUE 2).

Upon request of the Presidency the French, ltalian, Austrian and Greek delegations promised
to send detailed proposals in regard to suggestions made in document 12898/97
CORDROGUE 8.

Cooperation with Latin America/Caribbean

jon

a) Discussion of EU priorities for Latin America - UK presidency paper

The presidency presented its suggestions in COREU 0007/98 to give priority, subject to
the availability of funds and agreement by Latin American governments, to a certain
number of recommendations in the report of the Drugs experts mission to Latin America
in September/October 1996.
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The Spanish delegation emphasized that the 66 recommendations of the drugs expert
mission were in principle agreed at the meeting of the European Council in Dublin in

December 1996. These measures are a global package.

The Netherlands delegation recalled that its reaction on the presidency proposals is in
COREU 0014/98. It insisted on the need for subsidiarity and a balanced approach

(inclusion of recommendations pertaining to prevention and rehabilitation).

The representative of the Commission referred to its comments in COREU 0004/98 and
pointed out that judicial cooperation and alternative development are themes that are

beyond the scope of drugs. Priorities have to be set according to needs in every country.

The presidency promised that pursuant to the work of the group and forthcoming
bilateral consultations a revised paper will be presented to the next meeting of the group

on 11 February 1998.

b) Consideration of US proposal for a hemispherical strategy
The group took note of the US proposal for a hemispherical strategy that was discussed
at the meeting of the Dublin group on 16/17 December 1997.
Most delegations felt that duplication of efforts in Latin America has to be avoided. In
regard to timing several delegations insisted that before contacting US counterparts, the
European Union should first elaborate its own stragegy in close cooperation with Latin
American partners. )
The presidency replied that in forthcoming contacts with US (e.g. Troika on 10 February
1998) the general position of the Union will be presented with appropriate safeguards.
c} America/Caribbean cooperation mechanism. Consideration of next steps
(doc. 9946/97 CORDROGUE 58 REV 2, 12600/97 CORDROGUE 77).
The group noted that for the moment Latin American/Caribbean partners are studying
suggestions on the cooperation mechanism.
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At first glance the group did not object to a suggestion of the Rio group to organize a
meeting of experts Rio group / European Union on the Special Session of the General
Assembly. Such a meeting should preferably take place in the context of the meeting of
the CND from 16/20 March 1998 in Vienna.

The presidency will invite delegations by COREU to communicate their final positions.

o

Central Asia
- Initial discussion of report on the TACIS mission to the Central Asian republics
(doc. 13343/97 CRIMORG 34 NIS 167)

The group welcomed the orientations of the aforementioned report on Central Asian
Republics. Work on concrete proposals is being carried forward in TACIS framework. The
French delegation suggested consultations on these proposals between interested Member

States along a procedure similar to the one applied for the Caribbean.

In this respect it was signalled that no consultation mechanism existed for the Caribbean,
whereas TACIS is covering the Central Asian region. The presidency announced its intention
to put this point on the agenda of the next meeting of the group. At that occasion the results

of the regional conference in Almati can be discussed.

I~

UN General Assembly Special Session on Drugs

a) Alternative development

The group briefly reviewed the working draft of 5 December 1997 on international
cooperation on eradication of illicit drug crops and promotion of alternative development
programme and projects. Main focus of work was on the proposal by UNDCP for a global
plan for the elimination of illicit narcotic crops (doc. E/UN 7/1997/ PL/CRP11).

The group welcomed the philosophy of a plan that would earmark the Special Session of

the General Assembly.
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b)

|

Several delegations felt that more financial details for the plan are needed. The plan
could easily be over-ambitious according to the Netherlands delegation. The presidency
noted the dilemma between the political attractiveness of a major proposal and the lack

of details on implementation and funding.

Mr. Arlacchi, Executive Director of UNDCP, has to be encouraged in his efforts. At the
same time more information is needed. On the level of the horizontal group discussion
has to be continued at the next meeting of the group on 11 February 1998. At that

occasion it can be discussed whether Mr. Arlacchi should be invited to explain his plan.
Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament with a
view to establishing a common European Platform for the Special Session of the UN
General Assembly on international cooperation in the fight against drugs

The group took note of aforementioned communication and agreed to discuss this

document at its meeting of 11 February 1998.

Practical measures to enhance cooperation between Member States on asset

confiscation

The UK presidency informed the group on the principles of the forthcoming proposal for a

Joint Action on asset confiscation. Several delegations wondered whether the multi-

disciplinary group should be considered as the competent group to examine such a proposal.

The presidency replied that in the introduction of the proposal it will be explained why the

Horizontal Drugs group is the competent body to handle this matter that is limited to drugs

and based on conclusions of a seminar in 1996 in Dublin and aims to approximate legislation

and practices. Anyhow, the Multi-disciplinary group will be informed on the principles

underlying the approach of the presidency.
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9. Other business

a) Outcome of the Joint JHA/Health Council discussion on 4 December 1997
The presidency said that no Joint Meeting is planned for the first semester of 1998. In
case need arises, it could be considered to repeat the exercise during the second
semester of 1998.

b} Reply to the letter from the INCB requesting a meeting
The group agreed to invite INCB for a meeting with the Troika during the meeting of the
CND from 16/20 March 1998 in Vienna.

c) Oral report by Commission on the synthetics seminar in Brussels on 27/28 November
1997
The group welcomed the aforementioned oral report of the representative of the
Commission. A written version will be made available as soon as possible.

d) Annual report by the European Monitoring Centre on Drugs and Drug Addiction on the
state of the drugs problem in the European Union
The representative of EMCDDA informed the group on the state of preparation of the
report.

e} SADEC meeting in Gabarone on 18/19 February 1998 (request by German delegation)
It was agreed that information sharing on aforementioned meeting will be continued
through COREU.
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f) ASEM meeting (request by Presidency)

The group agreed to pursue at its meeting of 11 February 1998 the discussion on the

non-paper of the Presidency on this summit in May 1998.

g) Experts of Member States for group of Secretary General on role of UNDCP

The delegation of United Kingdom and Sweden communicated names of persons that

they have proposed as members of aforementioned group.

The representative of the Commission expected that during the preparation of the special

session the role of UNDCP will be discussed.
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