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1. Adoption of the agenda

The Working Party adopted the agenda set out in telex No. 5357 of 22 December 1997, as completed
by the information contained in telex No. 74 of 9January 1998, with the addition of the items

mentioned under "Any other business™ below.

2. Presentation of the United Kingdom Presidency's work programme
Doc. 13292/98 CK4 47
The Working Party took note of the Presidency's work programme regarding CIREFI.
Further to a query from the Belgian delegation regarding CIREFI's exchange of information on the
influx of migrants from Iragq and from Romania, the Presidency confirmed that these two subjects were
on CIREFI's work programme.
The Belgian delegation also suggested that CIREFI update the document on illegal immigration by sea
(document 4078/1/96 CIREFI 1 REV 1), and that a fixed item be introduced on the agenda, regarding
treatment of migration issues in other fora (Schengen, IGC, International Border Police Conference,
Budapest Group), in order to avoid the overlapping of their activities.
The German delegation suggested that the Presidency give priority to contacts with the CEECs, and
that delegations be involved in the preparation of the meetings with these countries.
3. CIREFI statistics
- Report of K.4 Committee’s discussion on 18 December 1997
Docs. 5128/98 CIREFI 1
11465/1/97 CIREFI 49 REV 1
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13379/97 CIREFI 63
10295/1/97 ASIM 162 REV 1
7341/5/97 ASIM 73 REV 5
11563/97 ASIM 197 CIREFI 52

The Presidency presented document 5128/98 CIREFI 1, which sets out its proposals concerning further
work on the gathering, processing and analysing of CIREFI statistics. This document proposes to
arrange, during the first half of 1998, an analysis of the data from 1997 (Tables | to VI). In order to do
that, the Presidency, in conjunction with the Council Secretariat, would process these data and present
them to an ad hoc group of national experts from interested Member States, for discussion and
interpretation. A report of this discussion with any recommendation would then be presented to the last

meeting of CIREFI during the UK Presidency in June.

According to the German delegation this method could be applied to data gathered as from 1 January
1998.

The Belgian, Netherlands and Swedish delegations, as well as the Commission representative,

expressed an interest in taking part in this ad hoc group.

The Spanish delegation reserved its position on the content of document CIREFI 1 until COREPER
takes a decision concerning documents 10295/1/97 ASIM 162 REV 1 and 7341/5/97 ASIM 73 REV 5.

Nonetheless, this delegation took the view that document CIREFI 1 should include the question of the

processing of confidential data.

4. Influx of migrants from Iraqg
- Presentation regarding handling in CIREFI and Migration Group
Doc. 5089/98 ASIM 3 EUROPOL 3

The Presidency outlined the state of affairs concerning its draft action plan, which had been discussed
by the competent working groups (Migration on 7 January, Asylum on 9 January and EUROPOL on 8-
9 January), with a view to submission to the K.4 Committee at its meeting on 16 January. Under the

draft action plan, CIREFI would be required to continue collecting information.

Delegations were invited to give any additional information on the subject of migrants from Irag. Some

delegations gave an update of the details of the illegal immigrants concerned. The German delegation,

in particular, informed CIREFI that Germany recently registered a decrease of illegal immigrants from

Irag. In this connection, further to a suggestion by the Commission representative, it was agreed that

Member States update the information contained in document 10871/97 CIREFI 47 (see telex
No. 165/98 of 15 January 1998).
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Specific suggestions were also made on the draft action plan, as well as its implementation. The
Presidency advised delegations that it would pass these suggestions to the chairmen of the competent
working groups; furthermore, at February's meeting, once the action plan was adopted, CIREFI would

discuss the details of the implementation of the specific action points falling under its mandate.

In addition, the Italian delegation reported on the outcome of the technical cooperation meeting to
discuss the problem, held in Rome on 8 January (see document 5165/98 ASIM 5 EUROPOL 6).

5. Re-admission to problem third countries
- Presentation regarding handling in CIREFI and Migration Group
Docs. 9826/3/97 CIREFI 39 REV 3
13644/97 ASIM 263 CIREFI 80

The Presidency presented document 13644/97 ASIM 263 CIREFI 80. The aim of this document is to
consolidate the work done so far on those countries which have already been the subject of inter-pillar

discussions.

The Greek delegation asked for the title of document 9826/3/97 CIREFI 39 REV 3 to be replaced by

the title in the footnote of its cover note. CIREFI agreed to this change. On this point, however, the

Swedish delegation raised the question of return of family members of a different nationality from that

of the returnee. The Presidency undertook to send a questionnaire on this subject (see telex No. 198 of
19 January 1998).

6. Exchange of information on recent developments in the field of illegal immigration

The Finnish delegation informed CIREFI of a recent increase of undocumented asylum-seekers from

third countries, arriving by train from Russia.

The German delegation informed CIREFI that Germany is currently cooperating with the CEECs, in

the framework of enlargement, regarding border controls in these countries. A first phase will include

cooperation with Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary.

The ltalian and French delegations raised the question of illegal immigration from Romania. The

Presidency reminded the meeting that this subject would be included on the agenda of February's

meeting.

7. Airline Liaison Officers
- Plans for United Kingdom Presidency seminar on 25/26 February 1998
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- Responses to questionnaire telex No. 5319 of 18.12.97

The Presidency outlined the subject of the above-mentioned seminar, and advised delegations that
invitations would be forthcoming. It further indicated that the subject was of interest for CIREFI and

that a report on the seminar would be presented to its March meeting.
In this connection, the Presidency mentioned that, by telex No. 5319 of 18 December 1997, delegations
had been invited to reply to a questionnaire on liaison officers, and that responses were due by

30 January 1998.

In answer to a query from the Spanish delegation regarding the financing of this seminar under the

Sherlock programme, the Commission representative pointed out that the matter was still to be

discussed by the Sherlock Committee.

8. Meeting with the Central and Eastern European States and Cyprus, 18/19 May 1998
- Discussion of arrangements and agenda

The Presidency presented its proposal set out in document 5164/98 CIREFI 2 ASIM 6.

Regarding the length of the meeting, the German delegation held the view that, by reducing the days of

the meeting and holding a one-day meeting, Member States were sending the wrong political signal to
the CEECs. The Presidency replied that its intention was not to reduce the length of the meeting, but to

focus it more sharply, and devote a second day to visa issues.

On the structure of the meeting, the German delegation suggested that the meeting be broken down in

order to group together countries from within the same geographical area. The idea of sub-groups was

upheld by the French and Netherlands delegations. The Presidency concluded that the composition of

the sub-groups could be discussed at the February meeting.

Regarding the subjects to be discussed at the meeting, delegations generally supported the view that
topics for discussion should be specifically defined (DK, D, F, FIN) and practically-oriented (NL). The

German delegation, in particular, suggested that delegations be consulted during the preparation of the

meeting, and considered that a questionnaire could be sent out in order to identify the specific issues

that delegations might wish to discuss. The Austrian delegation, furthermore, proposed that one of the

subjects for discussion could be the monitoring of illegal immigration networks by the CEECs.

Regarding the Presidency's proposal not to invite Member States to act as rapporteurs, the German

delegation expressed reservations, and stressed that delegations which had relevant experience should
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10.

11.

be given the opportunity of contributing to the successful outcome of the meeting.

It was agreed that the item would be included on the agenda of February's meeting.

Meeting with the United States and Canada on 11/12 June 1998
- Discussion of arrangements and agenda including paper on returns in transit
Doc. 13554/97 CIREFI 77

The Presidency referred again to its proposal set out in document 5164/98 CIREFI 2 ASIM 6.

The Spanish, French and Austrian delegations expressed an interest in the topic of removal of third-

country nationals where a transit stop is necessary (as described in document 13554/97 CIREFI 77),
and stated that removals from the United States or Canada through European countries could indeed

create serious problems, although such incidents were only occasional.

It was agreed that the item would be placed on the agenda of February's meeting, and delegations were
invited to reflect on other agenda items that could be discussed at the meeting with the United States

and Canada.

Preparatory meeting of the 6th International Border Police Conference (Dobogoko, Hungary, 19-
22 January 1998)

The Presidency informed delegations of the items on the agenda of the above-mentioned preparatory
meeting, namely: the development of a common system of concepts to ensure compatibility with the
concepts used by CIREFI; the possibilities of cooperation in order to combat illegal immigration

networks; and an overview of the problems of false and forged travel documents.

The German delegation expressed a general interest in the meeting organized by Hungary, but

considered that this exercise had limited practical use, particularly in view of the upcoming

enlargement.

Any other business

(@) EUROPA Project

At the request of the Belgian delegation, the Council Secretariat informed CIREFI that, as at the date of

the meeting, two Member States had not as yet submitted the details of their national contact authorities
for the purpose of implementing the verification procedures envisaged in the EUROPA Project (see
document 10657 ASIM 171 CIREFI 45 and telex No. 4764 of 17 November 1997) (the latest state of

5720/98 FP/HG/cm EN

DGHI

-5-



information on this point can be found in document 13054/1/97 CIREFI 62 ASIM 244 REV 1
RESTREINT, which includes the details of all Member States except for Ireland).

(b) lllegal immigrants from Romania

The Presidency advised that a questionnaire would presently be transmitted to delegations on this
subject (see document 5203/98 CIREFI 3 and telex No. 102 of 13 January 1998).

) Outcome of the November meeting of CIREFI experts with third countries

The Presidency informed delegations that the document setting out the outcome of the above-
mentioned meeting had been revised to take into account the comments received from the Greek
delegation (see document 13422/1/97 CIREFI 75 REV 1).
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