EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 27 February 1998
THE COUNCIL

6136/98
LIMITE

CORDROGUE 12

OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

of Horizontal Drugs Group

on 10 February 1998

1. Adoption of the agenda
The group agreed on the agenda set out in telex n® 435 of 30 January 1998 it being
understood that following matters would be added under item 6 "Any other Business" :
- meeting with INCB in Vienna
- post 1999 drugs strategy.

- follow-up to report on Central Asia

2. United Nations General Assembly Special Session on Drugs

(a) UNDCP Executive Director’s proposal for a global plan for the elimination of illicit
narcotic crops (E/CN.7/1997/PC/CRP 11)
The group took note with interest of detailed information by the French delegation on
financing of aforementioned proposal of Mr. Arlacchi. During a recent visit to Paris he
told French authorities that the eradication plan for coca bush and poppy would cost
50 Million dollars a year. Poppy eradication plans concerned Afghanistan and
Myanmar whereas coca eradication would take place in Peru and Colombia.
Half of the 50 Million dollars would be funded by the countries themselves and the

other half by soft loans from international banks.
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(b}

(c)

d)

Draft political declaration

The group had a preliminary exchange of views on the draft political declaration.
Attention focused on the paragraph on the establishment of regional mechanisms to
share experiences and conclusions on the implementation of national strategies. The
Presidency invited delegations to forward comments through COREU as soon as

possible.

Draft declaration on alternative development (E/CN.7/1998/PC/1)
This item was discussed on 10 February 1998 in the CODRO.

Commission Communication of 8 January seeking to establish a common EU platform

for the UNGASS

The representative of the Commission presented the aforementioned communication.

He pointed out that his Institution considers following three objectives as important :

- respect of principle of responsibility

- awareness of need for action in the fields of demand reduction and money
laundering

- adhesion to all UN conventions.

He agreed in favour of the adoption of the communication by the Council {as has

been the case according to him with texts related to other international meetings of a

similar nature).

The group welcomed the communication of the Commission. However, many
delegations expressed doubts on the legal and political status of the operative
conclusions put forward by the Commission. The Commission cannot make political

declarations or make commitments on matters covered by Titles V and VI of the TEU.

The Presidency concluded that there was no consensus on the text of the
communication nor on the legal role. The communication could be seen as a
contribution to statements and positions of the community and its Member States. It
invited delegations to send, if possible before the end of February, comments to
Presidency/Commission. The services of the Commission and the legal service of the
Council will reflect on issues raised. The communication will be reexamined at the

next meeting of the group on 5 March 1998.
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3. Co-operation with Latin America/Caribbean

(a)

(b)

4. Impl

Latin America/Caribbean co-operation mechanism. Consideration of next steps
(9946/2/97 CORDROGUE 58 REV 2, 12600/97 CORDROGUE 77)

The Presidency informed the group that the text on the cooperation mechanism is
actually being discussed in the context of the ministerial meetings in Panama of the
Rio group and the San José group. Pending the outcome of reactions of these groups
the text of the mechanism will be rediscussed at the next meeting of the group on

5 March 1998.

In regard to the first meeting of the mechanism planned for 25/26 March 1998, the
Presidency announced that it would consider the possibility to advance the dates of
this meeting to 23/24 March 1998 because the UNDCP meeting in Vienna finishes on
20 March 1998.

Discussion of EU priorities for Latin America - UK Presidency paper

The Spanish delegation presented its suggestions in regard to the UK Presidency
paper on Latin America. It proposed to add five more recommendations to those listed
in the Presidency paper.

The Presidency announced that it will present a new text on the basis of suggestions

by the Spanish delegation and observations of the German delegation.

ementation of the Joint Action on the approximation of the laws and practices of

police, customs services and judicial authorities in the fight against drug addiction and

illegal drug trafficking

(a)

Practical measures to enhance co-operation between Member States on drugs asset
confiscation. Detailed consideration of UK Presidency paper 5516/98 CORDROGUE 9
CRIMORG 9

A large majority felt that the proposed joint action concerning the arrangements for
cooperation between Member States law enforcement authorities in respect of the
tracing, freezing and confiscation of drug traffickers proceeds should also cover
proceeds from other serious forms of crime. The group examined the proposal of the
Presidency on a technical basis. The Presidency noted broad agreement on the text

without prejudice to its scope.
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5.

(b)

A new text will be presented to the next meeting of the group in view of its
transmission for final consideration, especially of its scope, to the Multidisciplinary

group.

Consideration of proposals from Member States on implementation of the Joint
Action (12647/96 ENFOPOL 213, 12898/97 CORDROGUE 81, 5062/98
CORDROGUE 2)

The Italian delegation presented its suggestions and the implementation of the Joint
Action. The Austrian delegation announced that it will forward in the coming days its
views that are targeted on law enforcement.

The Presidency said that it will readdress this item at a next meeting.

Implementation of the Joint Action concerning the information exchange, risk assessment

and the control of new synthetic drugs:

Consideration of next steps (8984/97 CORDROGUE 41, 5674/98 CORDROGUE 11)

The Presidency noted consensus of the group to submit the product MBDB to procedures

set out in the joint action on synthetic drugs (8984/97 CORDROGUE 41). Every Member

State is free to submit other products to EMCDDA and especially the scientific committee,

although it was widely felt that the system should not be overburdened.

The Presidency invited Member States to consult each other on nominations for the

scientific committee.

Any Other Business

(a) Allocation to other Groups of outstanding DOCWG drugs-related activities. Report

back from Multi-Disciplinary Group on Organised Crime meeting of 5/6 February
(6601/98 CRIMORG 11 CORDROGUE 10)

The group reviewed aforementioned document and especially the attribution of work
to it. It felt that work on chemical impurity profiling of amphetamine (point 2) should
be carried out by the Police Cooperation group and that EDU/Europol should have

main responsibilities for the controlled delivered manual.
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(b)

ASEM 2 - possible initiatives: exchange of views on Presidency non-paper (circulated
at HDG meeting on 13 January)

The group was broadly supportive of the approach of the Presidency that will be
further developed at FATF plenary in Paris (10/13 February 1998) and the Asia Pacific
group meeting in Tokyo (10/14 March 1998).

(c) Meeting with INCB in Vienna (request by Presidency)
The group took note of a communication of the Presidency according to which the
Troika will meet a INCB delegation at the occasion of UND meetings in March 1998.
(d) Post 1999 drugs strategy (request by Presidency)
Delegations were invited to forward suggestions on the post 1999 strategy before
14 February 1998.
(e) Follow-up to report on Central Asia
The group agreed on the holding of a meeting by the end of February 1998 of experts
of interested Member States on the implementation of recommendations in the report
of experts on Central Asia.
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