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Opening and adoption of the agenda

The group adopted the agenda set out in telex N° 310 of 26 January 1998, it being

agreed that under "EDU matters" an additional point g will be examined.

Matters concerning EDU

a) Activity report for 1997
{doc. 5587/98 EUROPOL 14)

Agreement was reached on the Activity Report for 1997. The Group agreed to
forward the aforementioned document to the K.4 Committee. This succinct

document can be made available with the exception of Annex A.

The Italian delegation stressed the importance to clarify the legal status of the
EDU/Europol staff. The Presidency proposed to revert back to this question after the
ratification process has been completed in all Member States. The EDU announced

that it will draw up a document specifying the staff situation of the EDU.

The EDU distributed a document "Information Exchange Statistics 1997" and invited

delegations to contact the EDU in case further clarification is needed.
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b) EDU Work Programme 1998
(doc. 5739/98 EUROPOL 18)

The Belgian and Netherlands delegations having expressed a waiting reservation, the
group agreed to forward the aforementioned document to higher bodies in view of

adoption.

c) Study visit by US experts

The representative of the EDU gave an oral report of the study visit by US experts
and announced that a written report will be drawn up. The Presidency said that
proposals for future development of contacts will be made in due course and that a

follow-up meeting could be held in June 1998.

d) TECS: update on Stage 2 - Unisys contract

The representative of EDU announced that the Unisys will deliver both programmes
by 15 March 1998 at the latest. Unisys having so far implemented its contractual
obligations in an unsatisfactory way, stricter procedures have been agreed and are
currently being adhered to by Unisys. Unisys has confirmed in writing that all
insufficiencies are solely its responsibility. According to this new agreement full
payment will only be made when Unisys delivers a satisfactory product within the

presented time limit.

The Presidency proposed to mandate the TECS Project Board to proceed on this

base in the future.

e) TECS: update on progress with the Interim System

The representative of the EDU informed the Group on the positive progress in this
field. The question concerning the role of the liaison officers raised by the French
and Swedish delegations as well as other unsolved issues will be dealt with by the

experts as well as the Project Board.
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f) Intelligence Model

The representative of the EDU presented a room document clarifying the situation

concerning the intelligence gathering.

The French delegation pointed out that for the follow-up meetings of experts under

the auspices of EDU interpretation in the main languages should be provided for. T

Presidency promised to consult the EDU/Europol on this matter.

g) Report on Iraq
(doc. 5693/98 EUROPOL 16)

The Group took note of the draft report concerning the Interim Threat Assessment
on the lllegal Immigration of lragis presented by the EDU. A revised version will be

drawn up on the basis of the comments and proposals made by the delegations.

he

3. Confidentiality Regulations
(doc. 5858/7/97 EUROPOL 7 REV 7)
The results of the work of the Group on this point are in doc. 5697/98 EUROPOL 17.
4. Headquarters Agreement
(doc. 5150/98 EUROPOL 5)
The German delegation, which will forward written observations, raised the question
whether the Netherlands law on data protection is applicable concerning internal
administrative Europol files {cf. article 4). The Presidency pointed out that the Joint
Supervisory Body shall be the competent data protection authority for these files. The
Presidency concluded that except as far as Article 4 there is a broad consensus on the
headquarters agreement and invited the delegations to make written observations
concerning this article.
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Index System
(doc. 12640/97 EUROPOL 68)

The Italian delegation stressed the importance of defining in more details what kind of
analysis will be carried out as well as what sort of data will be installed in the Index

System.

Several delegations were of the opinion that Article 11 (2) of the Europol Convention is
too restrictive with regard to access to the Index System and emphasized the need for a

more flexible system.

The Presidency concluded that it will revert back to this item at the next meeting of this

Group after a revised text has been drawn up by the EDU.

6. Security Manual
(doc. 10660/2/97 EUROPOL 49 REV 2)
The Group continued the work on this item on the basis of a revised document. The
presidency announced that discussion will be continued in the light of bilateral Italian/
presidency contacts.

7. Joint Supervisory Body rules of procedure
The Group continued the work on the basis on the doc. 5584/98 EUROPOL 13. The
German delegation made a general scrutiny reservation.
The Presidency requested the delegations to make written observations by 13 February
1998 and announced that a complete draft will be transmitted to the next meeting of the
group.
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8. Any other business

The group checked the last state of ratification of the Europol Convention and related

texts.

6137/98 JV/vj
DG H I

EN



