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EUROPEAN UNION AND STATES OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN ON 
23/24 MARCH 1998 

1 . The first high level meeting on coordination and cooperation in the fight against drugs 

between the European Union and the States of Latin America and the Caribbean was 

held in Brussels on 23/24 March 1998 under chairmanship of the UK Presidency of the 

Council of the European Union. 

2. Participants discussed in detail the European Union proposal to establish a Coordination 

and Cooperation Mechanism between the European Union, Latin America and the 

Caribbean, designed to deepen the political and technical dialogue between partners, to 

enhance existing cooperation in the fight against drugs, and to develop new areas of 

cooperation in this field. Participants welcomed this initiative and recommended the 

establishment of this Mechanism. Governments will confirm to the General Secretariat 

of the Council of the European Union their participation in the Mechanism before the end 

of April 1998. 
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Participants stressed that coordination and cooperation should be based upon the 

principles of: 

shared responsibility, 

an integrated and balanced approach, 

su.stainable development, 

and in conformity with international law, and particularly with full respect for the 

sovereignty and territorial integrity of States, non-intervention in internal affairs of 

States, and all human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

The results of the UNGA Special Session on drugs will guide action for future 

coordination and cooperation between the European Union, Latin America and the 

Caribbean. 

Participants stated that the drugs problem in all its aspects cannot be dealt with 

unilaterally, but that it should be taken forward at a multilateral level. 

4. Participants exchanged views on the following priority areas as they relate to illicit drugs: 

alternative development; 

cultivation, production and transport; 

precursors; 

government organisation; 

legislation; 

law enforcement; 

judicial organisation; 

information/intelligence; 

money laundering; 

demand reduction (including prevention, treatment, rehabilitation and social 

integration) ; 
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role of Non-Governmental Organisations; 

juvenile crime; 

synthetic drugs; 

illegal arms trafficking. 
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Participants agreed that these are important areas for enhancing cooperation between 

the European Union and Latin America and the Caribbean in combatting all aspects of the 

drugs problem. They stressed the need to develop action plans for taking forward the 

specific proposals discussed at the meeting, and exchanged views on relevant reports 

and strategies, including the European Union priorities paper arising from the report of 

the 1996 European Union expert mission to Latin America, and the O.A.S. Anti-drugs 

strategy in the hemisphere. 

5. The meeting praised the successful cooperation between the European Union and the 

Caribbean in support of the 1996 Barbados Plan of Action, which was reconfirmed by 

the Declaration of Santo Domingo of December 1997. Participants recognised the 

importance of the specialised dialogue and cooperation on drugs between the European 

Union and the Andean Community, which should be strengthened. They also stressed 

the importance of the institutionalised political dialogue existing between the European 

Union and the Rio Group, and the institutionalised San Jose Dialogue. The new 

Mechanism is fully compatible with these arrangements, will avoid overlap, and will 

promote inter-regional cooperation. In recognition of the importance of bilateral 

cooperation, participants agreed to exchange views on national drugs strategies. 

6. Participants noted the convergence of views on items to be discussed at the forthcoming 

UNGA Special Session on drugs and expressed their satisfaction with the results of the 

meeting of the preparatory committee held in Vienna from 16 to 21 March 1998. They 

emphasised the importance of high level attendance at the UNGA Special Session. 

7. Participants highlighted the importance of the Summit between the European Union and 

Latin America and the Caribbean that will be held in Rio de Janeiro in 1999. The 

Coordination and Cooperation Mechanism will meet in advance of this Summit in order to 

discuss drugs-related issues relevant to this important event. 
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