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1. Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda set out in telex No 719 of 20 February 1998 was adopted, with the 

addition of items (a) to (d) under "Other business". 

2. Influx of migrants from Iraq and the neighbouring region: EU action plan 

5573/98 ASIM 13 
5593/98 ASIM 15 
6195/98 ASIM 50 

The Visa Working Party discussed items 23, 24 and 25 of the Action Plan. It emerged 

from the exchange of information that: 

- most Member States have no diplomatic representation in Iraq; since 1995 France 

has had a French-interests section in the Romanian Embassy, which issues very few 

visas in Baghdad. 

- visa applications from Iraqis are usually made in Amman, Damascus or Ankara. 

- the competent authority for decisions on visa applications submitted by Iraqi 

nationals is not the consulate but the Ministry of Foreign Affairs itself. 

7251/98 
DG H I 

ood/DJM/jrb EN 



- it is not a priori necessary to change the procedures for issuing visas since the 

problem of nationals from that region remaining in the territory of a Member State 

after their visas expire is minimal. The real problem is with illegal immigrants 

entering Union territory without the necessary travel documents. 

- there is no need for special training in these diplomatic posts as regards the issue of 

visas. However, a considerable number of delegations stressed the need for 

consular posts to be trained in false documents. 

- there is no need to set particular deadlines for action in the sphere of consular 

cooperation in the region. 

3. Relations with the associated Baltic States, the Central and Eastern European States 
and Cyprus 

- replies from Member States to the questionnaire contained in 6068/98 ASIM 41 

The Presidency presented the above document, the purpose of which was to continue 

the dialogue with the associated States, and asked delegations for their opinions on the 

joint replies to questions 1, 7 (a) and 10. 

The Belgian delegation suggested a coordinated reply which took account of the 

Schengen acquis . The Presidency welcomed this suggestion. However, it was pointed 

out that the benchmark was the EU acquis since the meeting on 18 May was to be held 

in the EU framework and since the Amsterdam Treaty had not yet entered into force. 

Finally, following the decisions taken by the Working Party at the 21 January meeting 

on point (e) of 13560/97 ASIM 256 concerning consular cooperation with the CEEC, 

the United Kingdom delegation informed delegations that three liaison centres had been 

pinpointed: one in Africa, one in India and another in Europe. Meetings could be held 

during April. A report would in due course be made to the Working Party. 
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• 

4. Exchange on current issues on visa questions among the Member States 

- The Austrian delegation raised the question of the provisional arrangements adopted 

as regards Kosovo by the Contact Group. Both the Presidency and the Commission 

representative supplied preliminary information. Further details will be provided by 

the Presidency at the next meeting. 

6. Other business 

(a) Inventory of false documents 

Further to the question put by the Spanish delegation at a previous meeting, the 

Presidency briefed delegations on the proceedings of the False Documents 

Working Party regarding the Fraud Bulletin and the Handbook of Genuine 

Documents. 

(b) Forgery of the stick-in visa 

The Commission representative asked delegations for information on this 

question since the Regulation No 2317/95 ex-Article 6 Committee was shortly to 

be examining the problem . 

(c) European Parliament Opinion on the draft Council Regulation determining the 

third countries whose nationals must be in possession of a visa when crossing 

the external borders of the Member States 

The Commission representative briefed the Working Party on the latest 

developments regarding the designation of the competent EP Committee and the 

Rapporteur. 

(d) Progress report on the mission by experts on Romania and Bulgaria 
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Further to a question from the German delegation at the last meeting, the 

Commission representative reported to the Working Party on the progress of 

reports on missions to Romania and Bulgaria. 
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Following an exchange of views, the Working Party asked the Commission 

representative to supply additional information on the work of PHARE at a 

forthcoming meeting. 
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