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Subject: Measures to combat the smuggling of heroin on the Balkan route

Introduction

The EDU/Europol strategic report on the involvement of Turkish dealers in drug trafficking within the
European Union covers several issues and makes a number of recommendations that are of particular interest
to the customs services of the Member States of the European Union.

The issues concerned are the cross-border flow of goods on the eastern border of the European Union, and

cross-border flows of goods making use of certain EU ports.

The Working Party on Drugs and Organized Crime has forwarded two recommendations to the Customs
Cooperation Working Party, namely recommendation 8.1(a) and 8.2(a), last part. The other
recommendations will be implemented under the responsibility of the Working Party on Drugs and

Organized Crime.

The Customs Cooperation Working Party is requested to approve recommendations 8.1(a) and 8.2(a), last

part.
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The Customs Cooperation Working Party is also requested to approve the following measures designed to

implement the recommendations.

The Presidency proposes that the measures be prepared with the cooperation of several of the Member States

most directly involved.

Recommendation 8.1(a)

Balkan routes running through Turkey are the most important supply lines for heroin importation into the
Member States. A counter-strategy against the continued use of lorries and the new trend of smuggling
heroin using private cars should involve further concentration of checks at the principal Turkish border
crossing points, including the introduction of sophisticated equipment in use at certain European Union
ports, which facilitates thorough checks of lorries and private cars. This would require a financial

commitment from the European Union, possibly through the UNDCP.

In connection with this recommendation, the Presidency proposes the following measures:

1.  investigation of the scope for intensifying external border controls in accordance with the general

principles of the external border strategy;

2. investigation of the role which the introduction of sophisticated equipment can play in strengthening
external border controls and, depending on the findings, promotion of the introduction of such

equipment;

3. optimum use of the Oisin programme and possibly other programmes to finance the abovementioned

measurces.

Recommendation 8.2(a), last part

The strategy should also include strong control measures at the eastern external borders of the European

Union and measures to prevent the distribution of precursors needed for the processing of heroin in

Southeast Asia and Turkey.
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4.  development of risk-analysis guidelines for national borders;

5. progressive implementation of the Balkan route operation;

6.  astudy, partly based on the findings of the Balkan route operation, of the scope for more structural
forms of cooperation with Central and Eastern European countries and the Baltic states, such as

training courses, staff exchanges, and the exchange of information;

7.  investigation of possible supplementary measures in the third pillar to prevent the distribution of

precursors needed for the production of heroin in Southwest Asia and Turkey;

8.  optimum use of the Oisin programme, PHARE funds and possibly other programmes to finance the

abovementioned measures.
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