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EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 2 April 1998 (07.04) 

 THE COUNCIL (OR.  f) 

 

 

                              7419/98 

   

 

  LIMITE 

 

  JUR 155 

  CAB     7 

 

 

 

"I/A" ITEM NOTE 

 

 

to :  COREPER II: GENERAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

 

 

Subject: Draft Council Decision relating to the procedures whereby officials and employees of the General 

Secretariat of the Council may be allowed access to classified information held by the Council 

 

 

 

1. At its meeting on 25 March 1998, the Permanent Representatives Committee held a conciliation 

meeting with the Trade Union or Professional Organizations (hereafter OSP) of the General 

Secretariat of the Council, which constituted the exceptional conciliation phase provided for in Article 

4(2) of the Framework Agreement of 20 December 1978 between the Council and the OSP of the staff 

of the General Secretariat of the Council, during which, unless the Council decides otherwise, the 

Permanent Representatives Committee acts on the Council's behalf. 

 

2. The conciliation meeting ended in the recording of disagreement, which is, in accordance with Article 

5(2) of the Framework Agreement, "brought to the attention of the Council and of all the staff of the 

General Secretariat of the Council by the Secretary-General" (7415/98 CAB 6). 
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3. At the end of its discussions, the Permanent Representatives Committee agreed to ask the Council: 

 

 – to note the points of disagreement set out in 7415/98 CAB 6; 

 

 – to adopt the draft Decision, with Article 8 amended.  The draft Decision, as finalized by the 

Legal/Linguistic Experts, is set out in 7388/98 JUR 154. 

 

4. The Presidency also draws the Council's attention to the annexed note from the OSP, in which the 

OSP request firstly a resumption of conciliation, and secondly the postponement of the adoption of the 

Decision by the Council. 

 Neither of these requests is in line with the conclusions of the exceptional conciliation phase which 

took place on 25 March 1998.  At that time, in view of the importance the OSP attach to knowing what 

judicial remedies are available in the Member States, the latter were asked to inform the General 

Secretariat of the Council of their legislation in this area. 

 

 

 

 

                          


