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COUNCIL DECISION
of

on a standard examination form for checks on false documents

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty on European Union, and in particular Article K.3, paragraph 2 a) thereof;

Having regard to the initiative presented by the United Kingdom;

Whereas it is necessary to establish consistent levels of forgery detection skills on the part of border control

officials who have been trained as travel document examiners;

Whereas the use by trained document examiners in all Member States of a standard form checklist, along
with other complementary measures, will ease communication between such persons and will assist them in

applying effectively the knowledge they have acquired under European Union training programmes,

DECIDES:

Member States shall use the standard form checklist appearing in the Annexes hereto, whenever an in-depth
comprehensive examination of a travel document is necessary in order to determine whether the document is
counterfeit or has been unofficially altered. The standard form checklist shall be used as a contemporaneous

record for the examining officer.

Annex | applies to passport booklets. Annex Il applies to identity cards.
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ANNEX I
QUESTIONED DOCUMENT CHECKLIST FOR PASSPORTS

PASSPORT EXAMINED AT(0office)....ccooviiiiiiiiiiieece BY (officer)......oociiiiiiiiiee
EXAMINATION ON BEHALF OF ..o ON(date)....cccooiiiieiiiceec
REFERENCES .. ..ottt
TYPE OF DOCUMENT ..ottt ettt ettt
DOCUMENT NUMBER ..ottt
HOLDER'S NAME. ...ttt
DATE OF BIRTH ..ottt
NATIONALITY ettt ene s

A:  COUNTERFEIT? COMPARE WITH SPECIMEN DOCUMENT WHENEVER POSSIBLE
CHECK:

NOT DECLASSIFIED)|

B:  SUBSTITUTED PAGES?
CHECK:

NOT DECLASSIFIED)

MAKE NOTES OVERLEAF
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QUESTIONED DOCUMENT CHECKLIST FOR PASSPORTS (cont.)

C:  SUBSTITUTED PHOTOGRAPH / DIGITAL IMAGE ?
CHECK:

NOT DECLASSIFIED

D: ALTERATIONS?

NOT DECLASSIFIED|

E:  FALSIFIED/COUNTERFEIT STAMPS & VISAS?

CHECK:
INOT DECLASSIFIED
MAKE NOTES OVERLEAF
7871/98 EXT 1 HG/co 6
ANNEX DGH1 EN



QUESTIONED DOCUMENT CHECKLIST FOR IDENTITY CARDS

ID CARD EXAMINED AT(office).......cccoviviiiiiiiiee BY (officer)......cooviiiiiini
EXAMINATION ON BEHALF OF oo ON(date)..oooooeeeeiceee

REFERENCES .o ettt et e e e e et eabe e e

A: COUNTERFEIT? COMPARE WITH SPECIMEN DOCUMENT WHENEVER POSSIBLE
CHECK:

NOT DECLASSIFIED|

B:  SUBSTITUTED PHOTOGRAPH/DIGITAL IMAGE?
CHECK:

INOT DECLASSIFIED)

C:  ALTERATIONS?

INOT DECLASSIFIED)

MAKE NOTES OVERLEAF

ANNEX 11
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