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ENFOCUSTOM 26 

OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS 

of Customs Cooperation Group 

on 16 and 17 April 1998 

1 . Approval of the agenda 

The Group approved the agenda set out in telex 1630 of 7 April 1998, with one change. 

Item 4, the preparatory questionnaire for the drafting of a customs cooperation handbook 

(6704/98 ENFOCUSTOM 18, prepared by the French delegation) would be postponed 

until the next meeting. 

2. Report to Council on the implementation of the Joint Action on Memoranda of 

Understanding between customs authorities and business organisations in combating 

drug trafficking (7529/98 ENFOCUSTOM 24) 

The Group 

* 

* 

examined the report 

updated the information about the current progress in respect of MOUs in some 

Member States 

* approved the report subject to the above changes which were set out in a room 

document which would accompany the text when it was submitted to the next K4 

meeting 
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3. Naples II: draft Explanatory Report (5932/2/98 ENFOCUSTOM 9 REV 2 + ADD 1) 

The Group 

* 

* 

* 

had a detailed discussion of the amendments made to the report since the last 

meeting, in particular the introduction which had been largely rewritten. 

approved the report as amended during the meeting and agreed to send it to the 

next K4 meeting along with a room document detailing the changes made. 

noted that agreement on the report was subject to linguistic and scrutiny 

reservations on the part of most delegations, as the text was not available in 

translation, and to a reservation by Denmark because they had not received 

comments from their Ministry of Justice. 

4. Action by Customs within the third pillar to tackle fraud: a Communication from CCWG 

to the heads of EU Customs Services, the Commission and the Multidisciplinary Group on 

Organised Crime (6519/1/98 ENFOCUSTOM 16 PI 11 CRIMORG 36 REV 1) 

The Group 

* 

* 

* 
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was informed that the Council Legal Service had spoken to the Presidency about 

procedural issues concerning the distribution of this document. Their advice was 

that it should be issued in the usual way as a document from the Presidency to the 

CCWG. 

considered the amendments proposed by the Commission and approved the majority 

of them. 

considered doc. 7593/98 ENFOCUSTOM 25 which had been prepared by the Irish 

delegation. 
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* 

* 

agreed that the paper as amended during the meeting, and subject to some linguistic 

and scrutiny reservations, would be issued as a paper from the Presidency to the 

CCWG. 

agreed that the Presidency would write to Directors General of Customs 

Administrations, and to Indirect Taxation Administrations where these were 

different, before the next Club meeting in Helsinki in May, to draw their attention to 

the contents of this document. 

5. Convention on the use of Information Technology for Custome Purposes (CIS 

Convention): Technical and other Issues related to the Database Design (7443/98 

ENFOCUSTOM 23) 

The Group 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 
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heard an explanation by the Commission representatives about some of the technical 

issues contained in ENFOCUSTOM 23. One particular issue to be resolved was 

whether there would be shared or separate access to the two different databases for 

the 1 st and 3rd pillars. 

gave their initial reactions, stressing particularly the need for access to be user 

friendly. 

noted that the Presidency would check on the state of ratification at the next 

meeting. 

noted that the Presidency would speak to the Commission before the next meeting 

about the cost implications for a single access to the database versus a dual one. 

agreed to the setting up of a small group from interested Member States to consider 

technical aspects. The Presidency would initiate this, and report back on progress at 

the next meeting, or the one following. 
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6. Any other business 

There were three items under this. 

* 

* 

* 

the Netherlands delegation gave a presentation on a computer system (RISCIT) 

which had been developed to help in risk control in the context of the inspection of 

containers; the Experts group would be considering the whole area of the use of IT 

in this field. 

the Commission gave an update on the applications received for OISIN funding for 

1998 which were currently being considered. 150 bids from 13 Member States had 

been received by 31 March 1998, of which 25 % related to customs cooperation as 

opposed to police cooperation. The total amount of all these bids was 8m ECUs; 

available funds totalled 2.5m ECUs. The OISIN committee would meet to consider 

bids on 13 May. 

the representative from EUROPOL gave an update on the centres of excellence 

directory and the controlled deliveries manual. The first of these was almost ready 

for issue, and the second was now on its third revision, with some material still 

awaited. However, a provisional version could be provided now if it was felt to be 

useful. 
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