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GENERAL ev‘aawaw

CELEX Commtnntaas Furopeae Lex), the o‘ﬂuat M}al database of the European Union -
institutions, covers the following: :
Commumty legisiation, inciuding prepxatm v dog uments and references to natronal
implementing measures; » A
- Court of Justice Keporss of cases,
- Pariiamentary questions.-

CELEX came intc operation in the sarly 1970s for intexs | use by the Commission; in the course
of that decade it became interinst wft‘onai and at the beginning of the 1980s it was converted to a
multilingual system - accessible to tl"e g emrai -public. CELEX is now distributed by the
Publications Cffice’s server and some 45) ot WET SETVErs, gateways and CD-ROM drstrlbutors in
Eurcpe and the United Statas. | "

During 1997 the Publications Off f:f‘e achis2 (nree main objectives:

- the graphic interfacs was w2l available to the public;’

- the Finnish and Swedish versions of CELEX were made available to outsnde users:

- the Directory of Community legislation in force was produced in Finnish and Swedish:

- Other important work was continuing at the same time: : '

- - further qualitative revision of the CELEX base (“Upgradmg pro_tect”),
- - loading of texts of resolutions and wntten questlons of the European Parlrament
- loading of day-to-day admmlstratrve acts ' :

Since the graphic mterface became avarlable there has been a sharp increase in the direct use of

the original CELEX database. In spite’ of this increase the change in tariffs. resulted ‘in a: :
considerable drop in revenue in 1997. The: pohcy of transparency almed at guaranteeing free .
access to Community legislation in force may aggravate this tendency in 1998. This drop in
revenue will dn'ectly affect the CELEX budget and decrslons wﬂl have to be ‘made at the ‘
appropnate level. . ’ o

The work of managing and drssernmatmg CELEX was dlrected by the CELEX Intermstrtutlonal S
Group (GIC), which reports to the Pubhcatlons Office Management ‘Committe¢, ‘with the
assistance of the Council Working Party on the Processmg of Legal Data, whrch heid twov

meetmgs (on 11 June and 26 November) S - o

The work of the GIC partlcularly 1nvblved exammmg the resu]ts ot the survgy of Ombldt users o

and consxdermg how the access ‘and: consultatlon tuncttons should be mamtamed with ‘an cve to
fufure technol-gical dcvelopments It also gave iis “opinion. on th terms of m\oxung for
consulting CELEX via the Internel. T he GIC subgroup on methodology made proposalx on the
;management of comgenda the tmphcatlons of the Amsterdam Treaty and the lmkmg of the
various stages in the legrslatrve procedure The GIC was regularly informed on the. progress of
projects connected with CELEX, such. as the one almed at 1mprov1ng access to Commumty law -
and its transposmon into natlonal law. " - : :



L. INPUT - LOADING

1. Production

A CELEX document consists of two basic parts:

- the analytical part, contammg the titles, dates, various descnptors and the links between
" documents, which is created for each language version by a program on the basis of the same
coded version of the document; because of this parallelism between all the vérsions the term
‘documentary unit’ is used below to refer to a glven document

- the textual part, containing the text and annexes to the documents (except for Sectors 7 and 9,
- without text, and Sector 5 partly loaded - see L1. 3); these texts were ]oaded in the past as thev
became available, which explams the dlfferences in the text coverage

. These two parts are now Ioaded ona weekly basxs

1.1. Loading of documentary units

 Table I: Number of documentary units ("analytical part") loaded in 1996 and 1997

1996

1997

SECTOR
Treaties . N 0
Secondary leglslatlon : : 1997 | N 7305
Supplementary leglslatlon n oo 40 e 72
International agreements : 434 | 53.67
Commxssmn preparatory documents_"' . . 935 979 ‘
[Council preparatory documents . ,‘ - : 384 ] B 56
Parlxament preparatory documents. 1182 } ‘6“.7_0;
Economic and Socxal Commlttee L 156 169 1
Committee of the Regions - ' . o 39 A‘ N _} S8
Court of Justice - 342 e | 5:%_:
Court of Auditors 2 D2 |
National measures . 524_ o 88
Parliamentary questions.:' | 4602 '_ _.'},‘j_'_;.- 4980 |
Corrigenda etc. 672 742
TOTAL 10837 1635

“The sharp increase in the number of acts under secondary leg:slatlon in 1997 is due the Ioadmg

of acts relating to day-to-day rnanagement (cf IIL 1)




1.2. Loading of ;cexts

“The work of loading full texts is summarised in the following tables:

a) Legislative texts

Table II-  Text coverage of CELEX sectors 1-4

(documents in force on or after | Janudry 1995 (*)

Situation at 1.1.1998

Coverage % Target
| Language Situation for 1.1.1998 Documents %
| at 1.1.1997 | : * with text . K
ES - 978 23 066 22615 -98.0]
DA 97.2 23 066 22509 | 97.6
"~ DE 97.8 23 066 22627(  98.1
GR - 97.6 23 066 | 22571 97.9
EN 97.8 23 066 22639 981
FR 97.9 23 066 22656 . 982
IT 94.8 23 066 21994 . 954].
~ NL 97.2 23 066 22 501 1976
> PT 95.8 23066 | 22202 963
FI - 23 066 11406 494
SV - 23066 | 10124 439
‘Total 97.1 253726 223 844 - 88.2

- (*) Excepting foqd-,a_id'c;locunwh‘_t‘s, whlch it is not planned to I_oa_d in:_ﬁi_ll:at present. -

‘ "Average' coverage of the language versions apart fromFI and SV is 97.45%.



b) Case-law texts

Table I1I: Coverage on 15 January 1998: Case law (Sector 6): Judgments and other
-documents (excluding opinions of the Advocates-General)

Language version Number of Target full-text Number of texts » Coverage rate on | Coverage rate on
: documentary units coverage (1} loaded 15 January 1998 * | 30 April 1993 (%) §--
present {%) {for comparison)
ES 5992 3562 2399 67 : -0
DA : 5992 5380 4406 82 7
DE . 5992 | 5935 - 54431 92 ' 89
EL 5992 4518 2875 64 35
EN. . 5992 5380 4912 | 91 86
FR 592( 5935 5549 93 95
- IT 5992 5935 5 495 93 86
NL 5992 5935 . 5422 91 87
PT 5992 3562 2273 64 0
FI 5992 1125 442 39 0
SV . 59921} 1125 4661 41 _ 0
- TOTAL , 48 392 |. 39 682 74- : .50

(1) For DE, EN, FR, IT and NL, documents pubhshed from the outset: for DA documents

published since 1 January 1973; for EL, documents pubhshed since 1 January 1981: for ES

- and PT, documents published-since 1 January 1986 for FI and SV documents pubhshed
since 1 January 1993. y

‘Table IV - Coverage on 1 5 Jan uary 1 997 Case law (Sector 6)
: ‘opinions of the Advocates-General o

Language version Number of - Target full text - Number oftexts . | Coveragerateon | Covérage fate on 30

| documentary units - | “coverage(1). |- - Ioaded C 15}anuary1998 . Aprif 1993 (%) (tur 1
present . I N D% - comparison) C-
ES 4306 2142} g1 280 60 . | o.;v_-'- 1-
DA C 4306 o 2142f . 1365) .64 [ 070
DE 4306 . 2142 . 1704f. 80 - | 76 |-
EL : 4306 . 2142] - 1290) 60 -} 270
EN. 4306 2142|1559} 73 . | 700
FR - 4306) 0 2142] 1837 . 86 .90
aT 4306 2142 i7sp o8t L 19
NL . 4306 - 2142 1544 72 | 2
PT 4306 . 2142} 130( 6t | . 0.
FI | . 4306 602 268 45 - | 0. .
SV S 47306, 602 - 285 47 ot 0.
“TOTAL | .~ ' 20 482 14176 66.- B 44.(-- .

, (l) Conclusnons published smce 1 January 1987 (smce 1 January 1995 in the case of Fl and SV)



1.3. Extending coverage

Loading of acts relating to the day-to-day management of the common agrxcultural policy began -
in 1997. All documents published in the L Series of the Official Joumal since 1 January 1995 are
- now avallable in CELEX.

Work on making available the full texts of sector 5 documents continued in 1997. Dissemination
of texts was extended to include European Parliament resolutionis pubhshed in the Official
Journal since 1 January 1995 '

Coverage was also extended to mclude the texts of European Parhament written quesuons

(sector 9)

‘2.v Production tools

The recastmg of the production system contmued throughout 1996. This has penmtted in
particular: -

. Ioadmg of acts reIatlng to the day-to- day management of the common agrleulnxral policy;
- - indexing of sector 2, 3,4 and 5 documents using EUROVOC descnptors, and
- making European Parhament texts avallable (cf. L1.3).

IL DISSEMINATION

This chapter provides statistics on the dlssemmatlon of the CELEX reference bases and derwed
. versions. Use of the CELEX reference. bases mcreased substantxally in 1997 ‘when all users
were provided with a user-frlendly 1ntetface based on Web. technology web. This section is
therefore structured in such a way as to show the development of direct dlssemmanon of the
CELEX reference bases to the institutions and outsxde users (II 1), the commermal aspects of the
direct dissemination of these bases tG the pubhc (II 2) and the chssemmatlon of the demed
versions (I1. 3) : Lo SR




Table Via  Trend in the number of direct consultation sessions’
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~ Table VIb ' Breakdown of the number of sessions by type of consultation}

400.000.
350.000,
300.000]"

250.000.
- 200000]
150.000. |
100000,
50.000.

0

1 995

(1) l(2) | (3)

(1) consultation in Mlst_ra! mode S o e _ _

(2): consultation in mmu-assnsted mode (avallable to the mstltutlons smce 01/01/ 1995 and to outsnde users smce

~ 01/09/1995)

Q)] consultatxon via the graphlc Web mterface (avallable to-the mstxtutxons since ]5/ l()/ 1996 and to outs:de users
since 01/08/l997) ' . .



2. Access to reference bases by external users

The Publications Office’s Unit 4-C is responsible for online dissemination of the Teference bases,
the computer infrastructure being provided by the Commission’s Computer Centre. There are

* two types of use:’

direct: users (standard or pnvﬂeoed) which have concluded an access contract with the -

Publications Office;

indirect: uses whlch have conclude a contract w1th an official gateway.

Table VII-  External online dissemination of the CELEX reference bases in 1 997
' Direct and indirect use
Use ‘ » 1997 : 1996
Documents® % Hours % Hours @ % ]
Direct” 80 741 65.79 4611 64.46 6 872 | 66.82
Indirect @ 41 991 34.21 2542 35.54 3413 33.18
Total | 122732 - | 100,00 7153 100,00 10285 | 100,00

(1) Eurobases clients

(2) Gateways clients

(3) Consultation via the graphlc Web. (as from 0]/08/97)
'(4) Consultation in Mistral or menu-assisted mode -

0



Table VIII -

External online dissemination of the CELEX reference bases in 1 997:
number of Eurobases contracts by country and connection time (Eurobases
and gateways). '

(3) Consultation via graphic Web mterface (smce 01/08/97)
. (4) Consultation in Mistral or menu-assnsted mode

Contracts for access to CELEX are divided into the following categories:

for:

Country Eurobases contracts (at 31/12/97) Connection time (total | Individual
. : direct® and indirect® documents ©
use)® - . e
1997 1997 1997
Number % |Number| % |Hours %  |Number % v

[Belgium 163]  17.60 "9 -10.47] 1130 15.80] 14661 11.95]
Denmark 49| 5290 17| 19.77] - 436 6.10] 9354 7.62|
|Germany - 87| 940 2| 2331 818]  1144] 9263| 755
Greece 14| 151 2| 233 142f 199 1579 129
Spain 83|  8.96 15| 1744 1499 20.96 17246] 1405
France 68] 7.34| o| 000 313 438 6101] 497
Ireland 22| 238) 0] . 0.0 23 0.32 292 0.4
Ttaly 9| 972| 31| 3605| 704{  9.84] 5404| 4.40
Luxembourg | -~ 4| 043 2| 233 28 039/ 1289 1.5
Netherlands 39| 421 2| 233 461 6441 12263 9.99]

. |Austria 28| 3.02 3| 349 165 - 231f  5715| 4.66]

- |Portugal 26| 281 0 000 . 345 482( 1845] 1350|
Finland 19] 2,05 1 116 158 . 221| 11367 926
Sweden 211 2271 -1 -llg|. 139] . 1.94| 8955 730}
United - 95| 1026] 2| 233 398|556 7545 6.15]

" |Kingdom O R R R R R
Norway 4 043) - 0] . 000 --..78 - . 109]. 361 . 029
Switzerland | . 8| 0.86 0} o000 - 213] 298] 4842 395

|Other 106 114s| 35| 4070 103 . 144| 46s0{ 379

Total|  926| 100.00] . 86| 100.00|.. 7153| 100 00[ 122732
(l). Eurobases clients
 (2) Gateways clients

standard, full-price: all private or public users in countries _lli_o't'covered by a gateway, except .

-semi-privileged, half—prlce umvermﬂcs in the Member States of the EU, members of the
Public lnformatlon Relays netwe ik (Umted ngdom) : :

1



privileged, free of charge: (Centres for Rural Development , European Documentation
Centres , Urban Forums for Sustainable Development , Info Points Europe, Permanent
Representations of the Member States to the European Union), free-lance translators under
contract to the European Commission;

at one-third of the full price (members of BC-NET, BRE correspondents, Euro Info Centres)

Table IX- . External online dissemination of the CELEX reference bases in 1997:
' connection time per language version (total Eurobases and gateways clients)

Language version A - 1997 ' _ 1996,
Documents % “|Hours % T %
ES | 16973|  13.83 1362 19.04 i7.10] |
DA - 7677 626 45| seal - 7160]
DE | 18058 1471 1056 14.76 13.00
EL - 1346 1.10 4] 069 050
EN | 34649 2823 1654 23.02|. 2260
PR | 14341 11.68 997 1394 1500
IT © 5496] 4.48 653] 9.13 11.40
NL . 9 461 771 6711 793 . 690
PT . 16 141 322 450 - so0]
FI » 6175 503 36} 0.50 /
sV . 683 5.6 - 32 . 045 /
Total|  122732] 10080 - 7153 . . 10000  100.00]

3. Access to the denved versrons of CELEX

At 31 December 1997 22 hcense contracts were: in. force authonsmg the drssemmatron of the o
- derived versions of CELEX onhne or on CD-ROM The breakdown was as follows

Table X- CELEX licence contracts

Type ofactivity 1997 ’ 1906 |
“commercial” online server 9 L9
'admrmstratrve online server ' 4 ' 4 -
CDROMpubliser | 9~ |" .7

B Total' 2 1 20

N.B.: Twoof the CD-ROM publlshers also dlssemmate an onlmc vcrslon ol thur producl

As for many years now, in November 1997 Umt OP4 conducted a survey of CELEX
license-holders with a view to obtaining figures on the use. of. the,derlvec_:l versions of CELEX.

i



Replies were received for eléven of the fifteen online versions and thrrteen of the sixteen titles
published on CD-ROM

* a. Dissemination by online servers -

The survey clearly showed that measuring the use of online systems in terms of connection time
was becoming less and less appropriate. Nevertheless, we can mention as a guide that 15119
hours were consumed in 1997 (compared with 25 821 in 1996) by nine of the fifteen online
versions (compared with twelve of the fourteen in 1996). Two servers had already grven up
accounting by connectron time. .

b. Dissemination on CD-ROM

The same survey revealed that there were 2 478 subscriptions for thirteen of the sixteen
CD ROM titles derived from the CELEX base (compared with 1 885 in 1996).

Even taking account of the difﬁculty of comparing the_. 1997 results with those for 1996, the
traditional online versions ("ASCII") would appear to be stagnating or cven declining,, while the
CD-ROM versions, partlcularly titles oﬁ'enng integrated natronal data or a vemcal vnew ol a’
given area of legislative actrvnty, are on the up and up. '

Internet has been slow to make 1ts mark but it will obvxously soon contnbute tovsards a

renaissance in online dissemination, or the emergence of hybrid forms (CD ROM plus onhne)
using the same pubhshmg platform for the two medra :

5. Pubhshmg the Dtrector:y of Commumty legtslatwn in force

The 28th and 29th editions of the Dzrectory appeared in February and September respectlvely
The 29th edition also appeared in mesh and Swedrsh for the ﬁrst trme

II.  MAJOR PROJECTS'

1. __pgradmg sector 2

Work on upgrading the seclor bcgan with makmg., up the backloi, on lhe dccmons ot the ;nmt
- ¢committees. A systematic examination of the official journals enabled u us to identify missing
documents and enter them mto the base in order to offer exhaustwe coverag,e of pubhshed acts

_ Upgradmg was then extended to cover mternatronal agreements in force on l January 1995

Documentary data were verified and supplemented in the follow—up to the upgradlng of sectors 3

and 4:

- indication of the last page and the number of annexes in the pubhcatron reterence

- indexing by means of EUR: ovVoe descrlptors and venﬁcatxon of subject and dlrectory
_ codes.

- indication of wnether the act 1s a basm mstrument or a modrﬁer

13




The various annexes were added to the titles of agreements. If agreements were not available in
the language version of the base, the title was translated. thus substantlally mcreasxng the
efficiency of consultation by title. :

In the French version of the base, the texts loaded into CELEX are compared with the texts
published in the Official Journal. Any missing parts are entered or loaded from other databases.

2. Revision of sector 7

CELEX sector 7 contains the publication references of national measure officially reported by
the Member States as measures implementing European directives. Loading of Austrm S
Finland’s and Sweden’s measures was completed at the begmnmg of 1997 :

The main purpose of revising sector 7 in 1997 was to standardise and amplify all the netcrcnces
to natlonal measures. ThlS was done in three stages for each measure:

- verifying the reference i in the national official publ1cat10ns,

. - loading the reference in a standardised stable format usmg new input masks;

- adding the title of the national measure.

3. Graphicinterface

. One of the tools for improving user-fnendly access to CELEX documents the Web erdphu.
‘interface created by the Publications Office dunng 1996, was made avmlable to e\ternal users on
the EUROPA Internet server on 1 August 1997 P : :

The dlsplays makmg up this mterface exist in four language versions (ES DE EN and FR) and

"will be translated into the other Ianguages durmg 1998 The mterface also penmts nav1gatnon o
between hyperhnked documents T : v :

14



4. Finnish and Swedish databases

The Finnish and Swedish databases were made available to external users on 1 May 1997 and are
now therefore available to all users. They contain all analytical CELEX data, the Finnish and
" Swedish titles of documents pubhshed since. 1 January 1995 and the mesh and Swedlsh titles
of special editions.

Substantial progress was made in clearing the backlog of texts for input, to the extent that the
‘ average rate of input of legislative texts in force is now 46 6%. : )

IV. RESOURCES

. 1997fi nancial year

~ The Publlcatxons Ofﬁce spent ECU 1 330 686.39 on CELEX in 1997, brol\en dovm as lollo“ s

- - item 3431, product1on (incl. re-use) - A ECU 972 805 3‘)
- item 3431, dissemination . ' n ECU 70 291. 00
- . item 3431, major prOJects o - ECU 287 590.00

Tables XII and XIII nge the breakdown of these amounts

' In 1997 the CELEX team at the Pubhcatlons Office compnsed 16 posts 6 AlB and 1C.

years.

The work done by the Translatxon Serv:ce (language checkmg etc ) amounted to appm\umtdy :
two man—years . P N

follows
' - European Parliament. =~ ‘15 man-years
- CourtofJustice =~ .~ ° 3 man-years
- Council : -0 1 man-year
- Economic and Sodial Comm1ttee - 0.5 man-years - -
- Commlttee of the Regxons 0.5 man-years

CELEX revenue is summarized in Table XI.

15

The human resources allocated to d1ssermnat10n w1th1n the OP4 team are estnmated at three man-v o

The human resources allocated by the other Instltutlons to CELEX mput in 1997 were as - )



Table XI - CELEX revenue

Amounts invoiced Revenue collected | 3431 re-use of 1997 §
1.1.97t0 31.12.97 1.1.97t031.12.97 . revenue
Royélties and licences ' 458 410.15 473 365.43
Consultation (end user) ‘111 724.12 . 108 780.04
Training ' | 0.00 . 660.00| .
Total| 570 134.27| 582 805.47 | 532 118.83 (%)

(*) of which ECU 202 916.81 from the fourth quarter of 1996 and ECU 329 202.02 from the third quarter o’f_"l997.

N

2. 1998 financial year

The 1998 draft CELEX budget gives the following estimates:

- item 3431, production (incl. re-use) ECU 720 000.00

. - item 3431, dissemination : ECU 260 000.00 -
- item 3431, major pr03ects . . ECU 470 000.00

The total budget is ECU 1 450 000 — anincrease of 3 57 % over 1997

TS



' * Table XII - 1997 expenditure and 1998 forecasts

. . (ecus)
' : Summary of CELEX as at 6 February 1998 : .
ltem 3431 CELEX : 1997 expenditure - Forecasts for
Planned Commiitted Invoiced . 1598
R Production 300 000.00 642 084.39 597 884.37 170 000.00 .
Sub-total |. 300 000.00 642 084.39 597 884.37 170 000.00 .
.. Dissemination Lo :
1. ~ Documentation 100 000.00 0.00 0.00 110 000.00
2. Interrogation interface 150 000.00 28 000.00 28000.00 150 000.00
3. . Eurovoc on CD-ROM 0.00 42 291.00 25 840.00 -0.00
’  Sub-total 250 000.00 70291.00 53 840.00 260 000.00 . .
n. Major projects - - : , . E
1. Qualitative upgrade 100 000.00 | 131 910.00 103 548.65 120 000.00
2. Consolidated texts . oo
220 Currenttexts 50 000.00 | - 0.00 0.00 50 000.00
f 2b)  Historical texts - 0.00 0.00 0.00 .00
3. Improved access to 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Community law : -
4. CELEX 2000 :
4.a)  CELEX Version 2 0.00 0.00 - 0.00 0.00
4b)  Modemnisation of methods 300 000.00 155 680.00 | 92 400.00 300 000.00
Sub-total . 450 000.00 287 590.00 - .195948.65 -470 000.00 _
Total 1 000 000.00 999 965.39 847 673.02 .. 900 000.00
. ’ 400 600.00V. 330 '721.00(2) 330 574.77 550 000.00%"
. Re-use: Co ) ) : : o
Grand total -1 400 000.060

(1) Estimate
(2) Actual figure

133068639

1178247.79 1. -

.. 1450 000.00



