EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 19 May 1998
THE COUNCIL
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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

of : Customs Cooperation Group

on: 14 and 15 May 1998

1. Approval of the Agenda

The Group approved the agenda set out in telex 2013 of 4 May 1998.

2. Implementation of the Naples Il Convention : Preparatory questionnaire for the drafting of
a customs cooperation handbook (6704/98 ENFOCUSTOM 18)
The Group

- examined the above questionnaire proposed by the French delegation;
- invited the French delegation to present a revised questionnaire for a forthcoming

meeting of the Group.

3. Convention of 26.7.1995 on the use of information technology for custom purposes (CIS
Convention, OJ C 316, 27.11.1995, p.33)

a) Technical and other issues related to the database design (7443/98 ENFOCUSTOM
23)
The Group

- decided to organise a meeting between the Commission and appropriate experts
to examine the specific technical issues of the third pillar database and to report
back to the Group;

= will come back to this item after having received the experts' report.

8711/98 WF/dp EN
DG H I



b)

c)

d)

Protocol covering access by other national and international organisations ,

aligning the money laundering provisions with those in the Naples Il Convention
and including car registration details (8406/98 ENFOCUSTOM 29)
The Group

- had a first exchange of views on the Presidency proposal for a further
protocol to the CIS Convention. This protocol should cover access,
definition of money laundering and inclusion of car registration details;

- will continue the examination of the draft protocol at its next meeting.

Update on progress in relation to the preparation of the draft Rules of Procedure

for the Joint Supervisory Authority (JSA, Article 18 of the Convention)

The Group took note of the letter of 8 May 1998 sent by its President to the

President of the European data protection Commissioners on the above subject.

Update on state of play of Member States ratification of the Convention

The President recalled the European Council's request to adopt the Convention
by the end of 1998. The Group was informed of the state of play; three
Member States have already adopted the Convention (DK, S, UK).

4. Operation Roadrunner on the Balkan route

The Group

was informed of the implementation of the Joint Action of 20.12.1996 concerning

the participation of the Member States of the EU in the strategic operation planned

by the World Customs Organisation (WCO) to combat drug smuggling on the Balkan
route (9099/2/96 ENFOCUSTOM 20 REV 2 + COR 3);

took note of the report on the results of the Operation Roadrunner presented by a

representative of the WCO and by the German delegation;

will discuss the question of having similar operations in the future.
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5. Any other business

a) Corrigendum to the English text of the Naples Il Convention (OJ C 24, 23.1.1998,

p.1)
The Group was informed that a corrigendum concerning the English text of Article

32{4) of the Convention will be published in the Official Journal.

b) The Austrian delegation proposed to update and complete the list of members of the
Group (see doc. 5557/98 ENFOCUSTOM 5).

¢} The Commission representative informed the Group of the results of the OISIN

Management Committee meeting on projects concerning customs cooperation.
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