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| FALSE DOCUMENTS WORKING PARTY

j | Adoption of the agenda

The Working Party adopted the agenda set out in Telex No. 2452 of 27 May 1998, with

the addition, at the request of the General Secretariat, the German delegation, the Greek

delegation, and the Austrian delegation, of the items mentioned under "Any other

business" below.

After the adoption of the agenda, the Presidency explained that the main agenda item

would concern an examination of proposals circulated under 8923/98 ASIM 141, relating
to the decision of the K.4 Committee to remit to the False Documents Working Party,

proposals on the European Image Archiving and Transmission System.

2. Exchange of information

The United Kingdom delegation introduced seven new items in the latest editions of the

Forgery Finder, including in particular an impressively forged Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region passport. The United Kingdom delegation also provided details of

the loss, in April 1998, of a book of 50 red style entry clearance/visas from the British
High Commission in Lagos, 10 of which have since been detected as fraudulently held by

Nigerians.
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European Image Archiving and Transmission System.
doc. 8923/98 ASIM 141

The Presidency referred to the five main points raised in ASIM 141 which had been
presented to delegates to consider at the May 1998 meeting of the Working Party. The
Presidency sought the views of the meeting on them in order. There was agreement to
the composition of the proposed experts group to prepare a detailed user requirement for
the system (with representatives from France, Germany, Netherlands, the United Kingdom

and the Council Secretariat).

The French, German and Netherlands delegations each stated that their delegation for the

experts meeting would be composed of three delegates. The Austrian delegation

expressed its willingness to chair the experts group and complete a report on its
recommendations by the end of 1998. The Austrian delegation anticipated that the
experts group would meet on 4 occasions in order to complete its task, the first being on
16 July 1998.

Concerning the name of the System, the Greek delegation proposed HERMES (Harmonised

European Recording Mechanical Electronic System) as a new name. This met with broad

approval but the German delegation proposed that before acceptance the General

Secretariat made checks to ensure that the HERMES acronym was not already in use'".

4. Somali Travel and ancillary documents
doc. 7740/98 ASIM 101
8995/98 ASIM 143
Further to a request by the chairman of CIREA, delegates to the False Documents
Working Party had been asked to complete a questionnaire circulated at the last meeting
designed to assess the reliability of Somali documentation. All Member States, save for
Finland and Belgium, had prepared replies and those outstanding seemed likely to be
forthcoming shortly. It was agreed that the General Secretariat would collate the replies,
distribute them to Group members and pass the information on directly to CIREA.
(1) Note from the General Secretariat:
After checks it appears that the acronym ERMES (European Radio-message System) is already
in use by the European Community.
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Exchange of information - details of Lost or Stolen Blank Travel Documents
doc. 7741/1/98 ASIM 102 REV 1

The United Kingdom delegation introduced the revised version of the proposal it had

presented at the May meeting and explained that the objective of the proposal was to
invite Member States that wished to do so to use the contact points network agreed
during the United Kingdom Presidency to pass information rapidly between Member

States border officials about lost or stolen blank travel documents.

There was support for the proposal from the majority of delegations. The Netherlands
and the German delegations again raised objections maintaining that the proposal

duplicated arrangements already performed by the Schengen Information System (SIS).

However, following explanations from the Presidency, which emphasized the optional
nature of the revised proposal, the Working Party was able to agree to the proposal. The
exchanges will start once the contact points document has been produced by the General
Secretariat (see 9457/98 ASIM 149 FAUXDOC 2).

6. Other business

a) Handbook of Genuine Documents
The General Secretariat gave a progress report on production of the Handbook. There had
been problems with correct colour control which had now been resolved, thanks to
technical assistance from the United Kingdom delegation. The General Secretariat hoped
that black and white drafts would be available within a few weeks for delegations to
check for accuracy. Providing the checking process was completed by July 1998, the
General Secretariat anticipated distribution of the end product in September 1998.
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b)

Modification of the Outcome of proceedings set out in document 8229/98 ASIM 142

The Greek delegation objected that the 'Outcome of proceedings' of the May 1998

meeting did not contain the detailed comments it had made during the debate on the

exchange of expertise with the Turkish authorities. The General Secretariat requested the

Greek delegation to submit those missing comments in writing.

c) Information concerning the Austrian Presidency
The Austrian delegation outlined proposals for its Presidency during which it intends to
build on the progress made under the United Kingdom Presidency on enhancing and
encouraging communication between Member States on false document matters. It has
planned to hold 3 Plenary meetings (the first on 17 July 1998), 2 Editorial Board
meetings and 4 experts group meetings.

d) Distribution from the German delegation
The German delegation distributed copies of five items of its equivalent publication to the
Forgery Finder.
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1l EDITORIAL BOARD
The Editorial Board examined five contributions received for the Fraud Bulletin and six for the
Handbook of Genuine Documents. All the contributions were relevant and accurate and were

accepted for inclusion.

The Spanish delegation noted that the Portuguese contribution contained DOCUCENTER images.

The Editorial Board agreed that from now on good quality images produced with this system can

be accepted.
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