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EUROPEAN UNION 
THE COUNCIL 

NOTE 

from: incoming Austrian Presidency 

Brussels, 23 June 1998 (01.07) 
(OR. d) 

9789/98 

LIMITE 

CRIMORG 106 
PECOS 86 

to Multidisciplinary Working Party on Organised Crime 

No. prevo doc.: 6826/2/98 CRIMORG 41 PECOS 46 REV 2 

Subject: Use of the experience of the MEPA - Central European Police Academy in the 
evaluation of police cooperation in the field of organised and serious transnational 
crime in the candidate countries POLAND, SLOVAKIA, THE CZECH REPUBLIC, 
SLOVENIA and HUNGARY 

Recommendation 3 of the European action plan to combat organised crime provides, inter 

alia, for the conclusion of Pre-accession Pacts with the candidate countries of Central and 

Eastern Europe, including the Baltic States, on cooperation against organised crime, as well 

as examination of whether these countries could be associated with some of the activities of 

the Multidisciplinary Working Party on Organised Crime. 

In line with the work carried out under the United Kingdom Presidency, the Austrian 

Presidency considers it worthwhile, before examining the question of any association of the 

candidate countries with some of the activities of the Multidisciplinary Working Party, to 

present the structures of the police authorities of the countries in question and practical 

police activities in the field of combating organised crime. 

Knowledge of the organisational structures and practical working methods of the units 

combating organised crime in the candidate countries in question is essential in order to 

achieve a significant increase in efficiency in the field of operational cooperation between law 

enforcement agencies with a view to the objectives of the European action plan. 
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In the context of discussion of this issue, the Austrian Presidency is planning to presen't a 

general overview of work in the framework of the MEPA main training course for 1998, The 

MEPA main training coW'se takes place between February and May each year. The training 

course for future senior police staff lasts 12 weeks. During the course a total of up to 

26 participants receive practical advanced training. The central theme of the MEPA main 

training course is the combating and prevention of organised and serious transnational crime. 

In the course of the 12-week common training course, the participants carry out team 

projects. The focal points for the team projects for the participants at the MEPA in 19~18 

covered the following topics: 

comparative presentation of national structures for combating organised crime; 

computer crime; 

analytical support for the fight ~t crime; 

organised crime; 

police cooperation in Central Europe in the fight against transboundary organised crime; 

controlled deliveries. 

The Austrian Presidency therefore proposes to fall back on the experience gained by the 

MEPA participants in the context of the annual main training course in order to obtain a 

further indicator for the evaluation of any problem areas in the context of police cooperation 

with those States. This procedure wou1d ensure, in particular, that the experience of future 

senior police staff who are integrated into the operational field of ' the fight against organised 

crime could be called upon. 

The Austrian Presidency therefore intends to associate a representative of the MEPA with the 

proceedings of a Multidisciplinary Working Party meeting. In doing so, any concerns of 

delegations regarding the practical organisation of the topics for the team projects to be 

carried out by the participants at the Central European Police Academy could be discussed in 

order to obtain insight into police cooperation practice from the viewpoint of MEPA 

participants. 
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