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At the outset the Presidency welcomed the delegations participating in the Group. The
objective, as established by the mandate from the European Conference, was to quickly
consider and report on the problems associated with organized crime and the trafficking of
drugs. With that in mind it was proposed that the Group should concentrate on identifying and
developing practical measures that could be adopted to improve the current situation,
particularly in the area of international co-operation. However, the Group should not duplicate

work under way in other fora.

Austria and Germany, the next EU Presidencies, confirmed their commitment to the Group’s
activities and to ensuring that its report would be completed within the deadline set by the

European Conference.

Participants expressed thuir support for the Presidency proposals concerning the activities to be
pursued by the Group. The non-Union countries alse provided details of their situations in
relation to organized crime and drug trafficking and they briefed the Group on the steps being

taken to deal with these problems.
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The main area of common concern which was identified by participants was the need ‘o secure
effective co-operation at international level. It was also accepted that the scope of co-
operation should be as broad as possible and should include law enforcement agencies (police
and customs) and judicial authorities. In addition it was felt that every effort should be made to
ensure that communications between the relevant parties could take place as quickly and
efficiently as possible. In that context reference was made to the possibility of extending

networks that had already been established at EU level.

Participants suggested a wide range of issues for examination by the Group. On the basis of
the discussion it was agreed that certain items could be the subject of early action and that
others would require further consideration at subsequent meetings. Possible chapter h2adings
for the report to be made to the European Conference in 1999 were identified and are set out in

the Annex.

The conclusions of the Chairman, as agreed by the Group, can be summarised as follows:

EARLY ACTION POINTS

a. Contact points

Contact points and information on national arrangements within the EU for co-ordinating
work against organized crime should be circulated to non-EU representatives with an
invitation to supply similar information to be included in a composite document. Similar
arrangements should be made in relation to G8 contact points on high tech crime where a

24 hour service could be provided.

b. Seminars etc.
Wherever possible, when one country in the Group is hosting a relevant seminar cr other
such event for practitioners, all other countries in the Group should be invited to send a

representative.
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c. Good practice A
Good practice guidance should be made available to, and complied with by, all

participants. The EU Joint Action on good practice in mutual legal assistance would be

circulated on this basis.

d. Networks

Non-EU countries should be invited to become associated with established EU networks

e.g. the Judicial Network and the Contact and Support Network (for developing the

Organized Crime Situation Report). More detailed arrangements for these matters would

have to be agreed between the participants.

ISSUES FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION AM~
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Top priority should be g \ ’%’Q’ nfor t ti
Op prlorlty shnou e g ‘/x //( , aw enrorcement operations

between two or m- .nould follow the model agreed within G8
and in the E' /% sproach. The experience gained from the Baltic
Sea Task Forc. /\ .seful. Some simple machinery should be developed
for that purpose . involve Europol so that operations could properly be
driven by the availau -. .itelligence. This might emerge from a meeting to be held
on 19 June with Heads of National Criminal Intelligence Units and top level

operational personnel.

In relation to money laundering, it was accepted that all the countries represented

should give effect to the 1990 Council of Europe Convention on Laundering,
Search, Seizure and Confiscation of the Proceeds from Crime. The Group could

usefully consider how that process might be assisted.

Steps should be taken to collect and to make available better quality information on

organized crime. The current EU threat assessment needs to be improved and the
product shared so that priorities for targeted action can be agreed. This is a topic

which is linked to the work of the Contact and Support Group Network.
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With reference to Europol, consideration should be given to how closer links could

be established between:

a. Europol and non-EU countries; and

b. Europol and other organisations (e.g. Interpol).

There is also a need for a better understanding of regional structures within the

Group. Europo! might be invited to undertake a mapping exercise in that respect.

There was recognition of the importance of the overal!l co-ordination of effort
between existing fora working on organized crime, both within and outside the EU.
This should be based on a multidisciplinary approach and include the relevant law
enforcement interests as well as the authorities responsible for judicial co-

operation.

Every effort should be made to ensure that the best use is made of the

opportunities for association with EU Third Pillar spending programmes.

Arrangements for the next meeting of the Group will be made by the future EU Austrian

Presidency.
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POSSIBLE CHAPTERS OF A REPORT TO THE EUROPEAN CONFERENCE

1A. Development of exchanges of information (both with Europol and through various

networks)

2. Promotion of joint multidisciplinary operations/projects

3.  Strengthening links with Europol

4, Extension of organized crime situation reports {threat assessment, trafficking routes,

money laundering ....)

5.  Wider application of common measures (e.g. European Judicial Network, best practice in

mutual assistance, asset tracing ...)

6. Training {education programmes, seminars, Community funding)

7. Overall co-ordination of efforts {involvement inn other fora, operational multidisciplinary co-
ordination)
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