EUROPEAN UNION Brussels, 29 June 1998
THE COUNCIL

9887/98

LIMITE

ENFOCUSTOM 37

OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

of Customs Cooperation Group

on 17 and 18 June 1998

1. Approval of the agenda

The group approved the agenda set out in telexes 2567 and 2568 of 4 June 1998.

The Spanish delegation expressed a formal protest that no interpretation into Spanish
could be provided during the first day of the Group's meeting on 17 June 1998. The

Spanish delegation agreed on continuing the meeting as an informal meeting.

2. Container controls - update and action plan

The Group

- examined the multiannual action plan for sea containers contained in document
7032/1/98 ENFOCUSTOM 20 REV 1 and will come back to this item;

- took note of the study of container control methods in five European centres of
excellence (Antwerp, Felixstowe, Hamburg, Le Havre, Rotterdam) (8976/98
ENFOCUSTOM 32).
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Risk

analysis guidelines for the control of containers

The

Group examined the guidelines for the application of risk analysis by customs to sea

container traffic (6279/98 ENFOCUSTOM 11 + COR 1).
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Joint surveillance operations

The

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

The

Group

took note of the final report on the land operation "Taboo"” (6817/98 ENFOCUSTOM
19 + COR 1);

was informed by the German delegation of the operation "Roadrunner” organised by

the World Customs Organisation to combat drug smuggling on the Balkan route; the
final report will be presented after the debriefing of the operation;

took note of the report on operation "Felix" to detect the smuggling of drugs in

containers arriving from selected Central and South American countries (9389/98
ENFOCUSTOM 36);

was informed of the operation "Osprey 1" which is a joint EU-G8 operation on

passengers to and from Thailand (paedophile project);
took note of an oral report on the operation "Quest" on air freight which took place

in June 1998;

was informed of the intention of the German delegation to propose an analysis to

trace cash flows.

5. Smuggling of cocaine in banana shipments

Belgian delegation informed the Group of smuggling of cocaine in banana shipments

from Central and South America to Antwerp.

6. WCO-RILO (Regional Intelligence Liaison Office) for Western Europe
A representative of the WCO informed the Group of the activities of the RILO for
Western Europe, which cooperates with the European Commission (UCLAF) and Europol.
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7. Europol presentation
A representative of Europol informed the Group of
- the links between Europol and the customs administrations in the Member States;
- the tasks of customs-, drugs- and Europol-liaison officers;
- the tasks of Europol national units, national criminal intelligence services and
national drugs intelligence units.
8. Istanbul Resolution
The German delegation
- informed the Group of the outcome of discussions at the meeting of the Heads of
EU customs services (Helsinki, 14/15 May 1998) on the implementation of the
Istanbul Resolution of 24 May 1977 on the exchange of information on illicit
trafficking of drugs;
- will present further information concerning its proposal contained in document
5566/98 ENFOCUSTOM 7.
9. Future applications for OISIN funding

The French delegation suggested to exchange information in the Group on projects to be

presented for OISIN funding.

10. Convention on the use of information technology for customs purposes (CIS convention)

a) Proposed additions to the Convention

The Group welcomed the proposed additions to the Convention concerning

- access to the CIS;
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b)

- definition of money laundering;

- inclusion of registration numbers of the means of transport.

These proposed additions are set out in documents 8406/98 ENFOCUSTOM 29 and
8892/98 ENFOCUSTOM 31.

Data protection obligations in relation to access to the CIS

A representative of Europol informed the Group of possible links between Europol
and the CIS. The present provisions do not permit a direct link between the two
systems. The Group invited the Presidency to submit a paper on the technical and

judicial issues related to an access to the CIS.

11. EU enlargement and third pillar customs cooperation

(9207/98 ENFOCUSTOM 33 ELARG 59)

The Group had an exchange of views on the contribution which it could make to the EU

enlargement process. The President drew the attention to the two following Council acts

of 29 May 1998:

Pre-accession pact on organised crime with applicant countries of CCEE and Cyprus
(8331/98 CRIMORG 72 PECOS 65) and

Joint Action establishing a mechanism for collective evaluation of the enactment,
application and effective implementation by applicant countries of the acquis of the

EU in the field of JHA (8182/3/98 JAI 13 ELARG 54 REV 3).

The Group considered that the presence of customs experts is desirable in the Group of

experts provided for in Article 2 of the above Joint Action and in the European

Conference Experts Group on drugs and organised crime.

The Group will come back to this item on the basis of a Presidency note.
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12. Progress report on actions listed in the annex to the draft Resolution adopting a strategic

action programme for the customs administrations of the MS

(10988/97 ENFOCUSTOM 51 and 9282/98 ENFOCUSTOM 34)

The Group

welcomed the above progress report;

examined areas for future action of customs cooperation (9282/98 ENFOCUSTOM
34, pp. 7 to 9);

considered that the timetable annexed to the strategic action programme has to be

revised before the programme is submitted to the Council.

13. Other business

a) ASEM (Asia-Europe Meeting) Customs Enforcement Working Group
The representative of the Commission suggested to coordinate, as far as possible,
the replies to be given to the ASEM questionnaire on customs enforcement dated 21
April 1998.
b) Questionnaire for the drafting of a customs cooperation handbook
(6704/1/98 ENFOCUSTOM 18 REV 1)
The Presidency informed the Group that the above questionnaire will be examined at
the July meeting.
c) Coordinated law enforcement strategy against transnational organised crime
The Irish delegation drew the attention to the above strategy set out in the
Presidency note 6504/98 CRIMORG 34.
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