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Subject: Common principles on CIREFI data exchange

It was agreed at the Justice and Home Affairs Council on 19 March 1998
(doc. 10285/2/97 ASIM 162 REV 2} that the Commission’s statistical service EUROSTAT
should be invited to take responsibility for the gathering and processing of data on behalf
of CIREFI. At the same time it was agreed that national experts from interested Member
States, together with the Commission, should meet to examine within the Council the
method of collecting data on illegal immigration to improve its comparability as regards

both content and frequency.

The common principles on CIREFI data exchange set outin 8927/1/98 are based upon the
reflections of the CIREFI Statistical Experts Group during the Netherlands, Luxembourg
and the United Kingdom Presidencies. The document was discussed at CIREFI on

16 June 1998 and approved by the K4 Committee, at its meeting on 25 June 1998.

The Permanent Representatives Committee could confirm the agreement reached within
the K4 Committee and invite the Council, under part "A" of the agenda of one of its
forthcoming meetings, to record its agreement on the principles set out in

8927/1/98 CIREFI 35.
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