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REV 5
LIMITE
ASIM 180
VISA 13
NOTE
from: K.4 Committee
to COREGFER

Subject: Draft Joint Action of the Councll cancerning a uniform format for forms for affixing
visas Issued by the Member States to persons holding travel documents which are
not racognised by the Membar State drawing up the form or to persons holding no
travel documents

Delegations will find attached the text of the above draft Joint Action, as it stands following
the K4 Commitiee proceedings on 8 and 10 November 1298. This revised version takes into

account the comments of delegations received after the meeting of the X4 Committee.

The Commission representative and the Danish deleqation entered scrutiny reservations,

which appear in the footnotes to this document.

The following statement is to be introduced into the Council minutes:
"The Council declares that a reference to the passport of an entity does not imply recognition

of such entity as a State.”
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JOINT ACTION

of

adopted by the Council on the basis of Article K.3 of the Treaty en European Union
concerning a uniform format for forms for affixing visas issued by
the Member States to holders of travel documents which are
not recognised by the Member State drawing up the form

or 10 persons holding no travel documents

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard 10 the Treaty on European Union, and in particular Article K.3(2){b) (')

thereof,

Whsareas Article K.1(3) of the Treaty provides that immigraticn policy and policy regarding

nationals of third countries constitute matters of common interest;

Whereas it is advisable to harmonise the format of forms for affixing visas issued by the
Member States to persons holding wravel documents which are not recognised by the Member

State drawing up the form or holding no travel documents;

Whereas these uniform formats must contain all the necessary information and meet high
technical standards, in particular as regards safeguards against counterfeiting and
falsification; whereas they must also be suited 1o use by all the Member States and bear

universally recognisable security features which are clearly visible to the naked eye;

(') Commission: scrutiny reservation,
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HAS ADOFTED THIS JOINT ACTION:

L2

Atticle 1
For tha purpeses of this Joimt Action, “form far etfixing a visa® maans the document
issued by the authornities of a8 Member State 1o the holder of a travel documen! which is
nal recogmsed by that Srara or o a person holding no iravel document. to which that
State's competent authorings alfix a visa In the uniform format prowided far in Council
Regulatian [EC) No 1883/85 of 29 May 1995 laying down & uniform tormat for visas

A unifarm format shall be adopted for the form

The form set oul In Annex Aas for affixing a visa ssuad by the authonues of a Member
State 1o the holder af a travel document which 18 not recagmised by that State. Where

the holder ol such a document s accompanied by his or her dependantlis] then 11 s fo

each Mermber State 1o decide whether separate visa sheets should be ssued (& the

prancipal and sach of thair dependantis). In this case, the form shall be vald only far

gritry into the terrilory of the issuing Membiar State

Tne form sat oulin Annex B 1s both for affiiing 8 visa 1ssued by the authonties al a
Member State to a person holding a travel document not recogrised by that State and,
exceprionally, on humanitarian grounds, for athixing a visa 1ssued by the authaonties of a

Member Stats (o a parson holding no travel document  Whaers the haolder of such a

document 15 accompamead by his or her dependant(s) then i11s for eact Member State

1o decide whelner separate viga shaels should be issued to the principal and each of

their dependant(s). This is aiso the case where the form s to be 1ssued 1o an ndivigusl

in lieu ef a travel document.

In the latter case, tha torm shall also be valid anly for entry into the rermitory of e
issuing Memiber State. That State shall be obliged 1o readmin the halder of the form f
he s 10 possession of the form and in the ternitary of another Member State without
authonsation. The reguest tor readmisston must be made wilhin one year at mest lrom
the date on which the Member State making the request finds that the holder of the

farm i pesseszion ot the forrm and 1§ in 1 termtory without authonsaton.

il

Scrutiny reservation by the Damsh dalegatian.
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Arucle 2

The technical specifications for incorporating the information set out in the Annexes to
this Joint Action on the two uniform formats for affixing visas as mentioned in Articte 1

shall be laid down by the Council withour delay.

Further technical specifications which render the formats difficult to counterfeit or
falsify shall alsc be laid down by the Council without delay. These specificatians shall
be secret and shall not be published. They shall be made available only to the bodies
designated by the Member States as responsible for printing and 1o persons duly

autharised hy a Member State

Each Member State shall designate a single body having responsibility for printing the
umform farmats. It shall communicate the name of that body 1o the Council. The same
body may be designated by two or more Member States for this purpose. Each
Member State shall be free te change its designated body. It shall inform the Counci

accordingly.

Each Member State shall infarm the Council of the competent authority or autharities

for 1ssuing the uniferm documents.

Article 3
Without prejudice to any mare extensive provisions applicable concerning dara
pratection, an individual to whom a form for affixing a visa is issued shall have the night

to verify the personal particulars entered on it and, where appropriate, to ask for any

carrections 1o be made.

Na information in machine-readable form shall be given on the uniform format for forms.
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ANNEX A

Back

Valid only It accompanied by the dacurment mantoned on
the wsa stickar!'Seulament valable ensemble avec e
documant indiquéd sar [a vigratto o8 visa,

PHOTO
Opruonal

— )l
The words docnantng tha boxes shall appes w Engloh and French The wasuing Mombar Stato may ade other etfico!
Communty languagals) However, e wmrds " Fosm for aftizing 8 «an” and “Viga nucker” and rhe fafne of the 18swy

Marnber Stals and the monbons may sopsa n any of the officie! lenguags(s] of tha Commurnity
=
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ANNEX B

Front

MName of Member State

Form for affixing a visa

Issuing authority:

Stamp

DIAEB . svare n swwm ot s e i 57 3 T Signature

Emer the holder's surname. foranamae(s), data of birth and passport
rumber 1! the passpart numbar s not indicated in 1he maching-readabls
wrea

VISA sticker

The words designating the voxas shall appaar i English and French. The issuing Member State may add other offics!
Community languagelsi. Howeavar, the words “Form for alfoong a visa™ and “Visa sticker™ and the name of the issuing
Mambar S1ale and the mentions may appear in any of tne ofticial languagele) of the Cammunity.
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5 EUROPEAR Brussaelg, 19 November 1998
THE CcOl

10224/5/98
REV &
LIMITE
ASIM 180
VISA 13

NOTE

from; K.4 Committes

o COREPER

Subject: Draft Joint Action of the Council concerning a uniform format for forms for affixing
visas issued by the Mamber States to persons holding travel documants which are
not racognised by the Member State drawing up the form or to persans holding no
travel documents

Delegauans will find attached the text of the abave dratt Jomt Action, as 1t stands following
the K4 Committee proceadings on 9 and 10 November 1998. This revised varsion takes inlo

account the cammenis of delegations recervad atter the maeung of the K4 Committee

The Commission taprasentative and the Damsh daleastion antered scrutiny reservations,

which appear i the {ootnotes ta this document.

The following statemeant is 10 be introduced into the Council minutes:
“The Council declares that a reference to the passport of an entity does net Imply recogmitian

of such entity as & State.”
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Subject: Draft Joint Action of the Councll concerning a uniform format for forms for affixing
visas issued by the Member States to persons holding travel documents which are
not recognised by the Member Stete drawing up the form or to persons holding no
traval documents

Delegations will find attached the text of the above draft Joint Actian, as it stands following
the K4 Committee proceedings on 9 and 10 November 1998, This revised version takes into

account the commaents of delegaticns received after the meeting of the K4 Committes.

The Commission representative and the Danish delegation enterad scrutiny reservations,

which appear in the footnotes to this document.

The following statemsnt is to be inlroduced inte the Council minutes:
"The Council declares that a reference to the passport of an entity does not imply recognition

of such entity as a State.”
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Name o! Member State

Form for affixing a visa

1 S A e R
Issuing autharity.
P Stamp
Datar... ... e e e . Signature

Enter the haldat's surname. lorenmmets), date of brth and passport
pwumber if the passport number s nal mcheated in the machine-readable
Aren.

VISA sticker

ANNEX B

The words designating the hoxes shall appear n Enghsh and French, The wsuing Membor State may add other officio!
Cammumly languagals) Howeaver, ihe words “Farm Tor altixing a visa” and "Visa shickar ™ ano the name ol the ssung
Agmbite State and the mentons may sppear moany of the athicia! languagels) of the Cammuniry
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