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NOTE 

from: K.4 Committee 

to COREPER 

10224/5/98 
REV 5 

·L1MITE 

ASIM 180 
VISA 13 

Subject: Draft Joint Action of the Council concerning a uniform format for forms for affixing 
visas Issued by the Member States to persons holding travel documents which are 
not recognised by the Member State drawing up the form or to persons holding no 
travel documents 

Delegations will find attached the text of the above draft Joint Action, as it stands following 

the K4 Committee proceedings on 9 and 10 November 1998. This revised version takes into 

account the comments of delegations received after the meeting of the K4 Committee. 

The Commission representative and the Danish delegation entered scrutiny reservations, 

which appear in the footnotes to this document. 

The following statement is to be introduced into the Council minutes: 

"The Council declares that a reference to the passport of an entity does not imply recognition 

of such entity as a State." 
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DRAFT 

JOINT ACTION 

of 

adopted by the Council on the basis of Article K.3 of the Treaty on European Union 

concerning a uniform format for forms for affixing visas issued by 

the Member States to holders of travel documents which are 

not recognised by the Member State drawing up the form 

or to persons holding no travel documents 

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION, 

Having regard to the Treaty on European Union, and in particular Article K.3(2)(b) el 
thereof, 

Whereas Article K.1 (3) of the Treaty provides that immigration policy and policy regarding 

nationals of third countries constitute matters of common interest; 

Whereas it is advisable to harmonise the format of forms for affixing visas issued by the 

Member States to persons holding travel documents which are not recognised by the Member 

State drawing up the form or holding no travel documents; 

Whereas these uniform formats must contain all the necessary information and meet high 

technical standards, in particular as regards safeguards against counterfeiting and 

falsification; whereas they must also be suited to use by all the Member States and bear 

universally recognisable security features which are clearly visible to the naked eye; 

(1) Commission: scrutiny reservation. 
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I HAS ADOPTED THIS JOINT ACT10N; 

AI fltle 1 

1. FOt the purposes of 1hls Jom1 Action, ~ rorm (or atflxll1g a visa " means the document 

Issued by the aulhonties of a Member $ti;lle to the holder of a lrav€1 document whIch is 

not recogntsed bV tnat Stare or ro a person holding no travel documen1 . to which that 

Slate 's cornpe1ent i!uthorities affix a vIsa In the uniform' forma provIded for In Council 

Regulation (EC, No 1683/95 of 29 Mav 1995 laYing down a unIform format tor vIsas. 

A uniform format shall be adorned for the form. 

2 . The form set QuI lfl Annex A JS for affl)(lng a vIsa issued by me 8urtwfIlies 01 a Member 

Slal~ to the holder of a travel document whIch IS nelt recognIsed by thai Stale WllfHe 

thE! holder 01 such a document IS accompBntsd by his or her dapendant!s) then It IS for 

each Member Stare to decide whether SfHH!nne visa shegts should be issued '(0 the 

principal aod each of their dependant!s!. In this case, The fQrm shall he y~lid only for 

entry Into the territory of the Issumg Member State 

3 . The f01m set out In Annex B 1$ both for affixing a visa JS$ued by lhe 8ul/1ont.leS 0 a 

Membel State to a parson holding a tra .... el document not rt;lcogfllsed O'/lhat Slat~ and. 

exceptIOnally. on humanltartan grounds , ior afh.xmg a visa Issued bv tl1e authorities oi R 

Mi'Hnbal Slate t o a parson holding no IrriVel document Whera the holder o..L2..Y!f.h a 

dQcument IS accompanIed by his or llar dependam!sl then II IS for cact) Member Sta~ 

to dedda whether separate vIsa sheets should be Issued to the princIpal and e.:JCh of 

their dependantts) , This is also the case where thttprm (s tQ.!J.e I§sued to an lOdlvidllBI 

10 lieu of a travel document. 

111 

In tho lalter caml, the torm shall also be valid only for entry IntO the temtolY of the 

1::>!:Iuing M(;:rnber State. Thal State shall be oblIged to readmit thp, hClldet 01 ho form If 

he IS In possessIon of the form and In the terfltory of another Member State without 

~UU)OIlSEltior1. fho request 10r readmissIon must be made within one veal at maS1 hom 

Ihe dare on which the Member State making the reQuest finds hat the holder of the 

form 11'1 possessIon of the form and IS In Its terfltory wrthoul iJuThoCisatu:m. I.', 

Scru11ny reservation by the DanIsh delegation. 
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Article 2 

1 . The technical specifications for incorporating the information set out in the Annexes to 

this Joint Action on the two uniform formats for affixing visas as mentioned in Article 1 

shall be laid down by the Council without delay. 

Further technical specifications which render the formats difficult to counterfeit or 

falsify shall also be laid down by the Council without delay. These specifications shall 

be secret and shall not be published. They shall be made available only to the bodies 

designated by the Member States as responsible for printing and to persons duly 

authorised by a Member State. 

2 . Each Member State shall designate a single body having responsibility for printing the 

uniform formats . It shall communicate the name of that body to the CouncIl. The same 

body may be designated by two or more Member States for this purpose. Each 

Member State shall be free to change its designated body. It shall inform the Council 

accordingly. 

3 . Each Member State shall inform the Council of the competent authonty or authOrities 

for Issuing the uniform documents. 

Article 3 

1. Without prejudice to any more extensive provisions applicable concerning data 

protection, an individual to whom a form for affixing a visa is issued shall have the right 

to verify the personal particulars entered on it and, where appropriate, to ask for any 

corrections to be made. 

2. No information in machine-readable form shall be given on the uniform format for forms. 

10224/5/98 REV 5 
DG H I 

HG/hg EN 
5 



Back 

Valid only If accompamod bV the document I'IIdntlOnl.}d 01. 

,he VISit sIlckor IS6ulamont valable ensemble avec Ie 
dOC:~JmQnt 1"dIQI,.IL~ sur la viqnOtiCl de visa . 

PHOTO 
Optional 

ANNEX A 

Tim I/o/ColdG ~r.1CJf'llJlIf'g "'''' hl.'~M ,tUtlIIlPI'i:ilf JI'I =w,flml. "lid Fr.ench Ttl., ,,~umj) Mijl1\llnr SUIlD mill' lid t .l htJr <>1tlt:JIII 

(."rrllnUn'TY (AI1QllaQ"h! Ht)\'11I! ... ~r. 11\.! V'lOfdb ,. FOHn lor "'"xing \itllO" and ''''I~t'l lIelo.",· lind Ihoe lIa"," of 11m tUUIII\! 

,",tlrnb1tl SII\I~ allti Ih .. mdnt'ijntl 1110,{ IItl"O<IJi In im'/ or ,11ft uffir;I.' IllrlQIlDavlll1 (.,f I~II Commurut~ 
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I ANNEX B 

Front 

Name of Member State 

Form for affixing a visa 
N°' .................... . 

Issuing authority: 

Stamp 

Date: ..................... , ......... , .. ,', ........ . Signature 

Ente( the holder's surname, forename(s), date of birth and passport 
number If the passport number IS not Indicated in the machine-readable 
area. 

VISA sticker 

The words designating the boxes shall appear in Enghsh and French, The issuing Member State may add other official 
Community language(s). However, the words "Form for affixing a visa" and ·Visa sticker" and the name of the iSSUing 
Mamber State and the mentions may appear in any of the official language(s) of the Community. 
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