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1. Adoption of the agenda

The group adopted the agenda set out in telex 3059 of 2 July 1998.

2. Austrian Presidency programme (9375/98 CK4 23)

The Austrian Presidency presented its programme on Europol set out on pages 9 and 10

of document 9375/98 CK4 23. The group welcomed this programme.

3. EDU-matters

a)

TECS
The group took note of the text of the agreement between the Netherlands and
Unisys on the amicable settlement of difficulties relating to the contract between
these parties of 16 April 1997. This agreement was signed on 26 June 1998 in The
Hague.
The Presidency invited the project board to draw up at its forthcoming meetings of
8, 27 and 28 July 1998 for the meeting of the Europol group on 30/31 July draft
reports on

- pursuit of work on TECS

- state of play in regard to TECS.
After examination by competent Council bodies the reports are to be submitted to

the Council of 24 September 1998,
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b) Activities report for the first six months of 1998 (10140/98 EUROPOL 72)
The representative of EDU presented the aforementioned report. The group shared
the assessment of the EDU coordinator that the decrease of 8,66% of initiated
requiries implies that simple requests are not channeled anymore through EDU. This
development enables EDU to focus on high-quality requests.
Delegations were invited to forward possible comments to EDU/Europol before
17 July 1998 in view of the presentation of a revised version of the report to the

meeting of the Europol group of 30/31 July 1998.

Examination of the draft budget for 1999 in the light of the explanatory note of EDU
(7369/1/98 EUROPOL 45 REV 1 ; 10112/98 EUROPOL 71)

The group agreed on the draft budget of Europol for 1999 that is in document
7369/1/98 EUROPOL 45 REV 1 and in the addendum to this document. Moreover, work
of this group in regard to the explanatory note (10112/98 EUROPOL 71) is reflected in

an addendum to this note.

Overview on the acts required until Europol may take up its activities according to Art.
45(5) of the Convention (10004/98 EUROPOL 69)

The group discussed in depth the aforementioned note of the Presidency and agreed to
forward its revised version (10004/1/98 EUROPOL 69 REV 1) to the K.4 Committee.
Moreover, it agreed on the principles of a letter of the President of the Council to the

chairman of the Court of Auditors {(cf. 10299/1/98 EUROPOL 74 REV 1).

Bilateral agreements of privileges and immunities of liaison officers

- Update from the Netherlands delegation

The Netherlands delegation said that since the last meeting of the group of 26 June
1998 the situation had not changed. The Belgium and Italian delegations had not yet
reacted on the suggested text, whereas the promised comments of the German
delegation had not yet arrived. These delegations replied that they will contact the
Netherlands delegation in the coming days in order to enable this delegation to draw up a

final text.
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The Presidency stressed the urgency of action in this field because in some Member

States the agreements have to be approved by national parliaments.

7. Any other business
- EDU personnel
On request of the Italian delegation the representative of EDU explained to the group the

policy of EDU in regard to recruitment procedures.
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