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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

from: CIREFI

dated: 22 July 1998

1. Adoption of the agenda

The agenda set out in Telex No. 3344 of 22 July 1998 (amending the provisional agenda
in Telex No. 3293 of 14 July 1998) was adopted.

2. Presentation of the Austrian Presidency's Work Programme
- Problems of information exchange
- Integration of the CEECs into statistical exchange
Docs 9375/98 CK4 23
9628/98 ASIM 154 PECOS 84 CY 7

The Presidency presented the work programme set out on pages 22 and 23 of 9375/98
CK4 23, which was generally welcomed by delegations.

Questionnaires. Delegations supported the idea to limit the use of questionnaires.
Quick information-exchange procedure. CIREFI agreed that the Presidency would draw

up a draft single form in time for the next meeting. Further to a suggestion from the

Swedish delegation, it was agreed that, in drafting this form, account would be taken of

similar forms developed in the context of the Schengen Task Force and EDU, particularly
in the field of trafficking of aliens; this would be without prejudice to CIREFI being the

proper forum for an exchange of information on illegal immigration as a whole.
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Once finalized, the form would be used by delegations for exchanging brief messages,
which, as a matter of courtesy and in the interest of speed, should also be written in a
language that other delegations would be expected to understand. The completed form
would be sent to the Council Secretariat, which would immediately forward it to all other

delegations and the Commission services.

Dialogue with the CEECs and Cyprus. " The Presidency informed delegations that on
13 July 1998 the Council had adopted the common principles on CIREFI data exchange
as set out in 8927/1/98 CIREFI 35 REV 1 (see 9987/98 CIREFI 48), and clarified that the
basis of the dialogue with the associated countries would be the definitions contained in
this document, and that no new definitions would be worked out for data exchange with

the CEECs and Cyprus.

During the ensuing exchange of views, delegations generally supported the idea of
starting the preparation of a two-way data exchange between CIREFI and the CEECs and

Cyprus. The Spanish delegation, however, raised the question as to which countries

should be covered by this exchange, a question which it believed deserved careful

consideration.

CIREFI agreed on the following time-table:

- At its meeting on 8 September 1998, CIREFI would prepare the meeting with the
CEECs and Cyprus (see Telex No. 3422 of 24 July 1998).

- On 9 September 1998, CIREFI experts would meet with representatives of all
CEECs and Cyprus, in order to explain to them the CIREFI definitions, and to
enable them to assess the extent to which they could supply data within the
framework of these definitions, as well as any assistance they might need from
Member States in this respect. For this purpose, the associated countries would
be provided with 8927/1/98 CIREFI 35 REV 1. The invitation to the meeting
would emphasize that the presence of statistical experts would be required for the
discussion (see Telex No. 3423 of 24 July 1998). At the meeting, the
Commission would also present its current activities in the area.

- Subsequently, smaller groups could be set up between individual Member States
and associated countries, to discuss the follow-up to the meeting of

9 September 1998.

s Further to a remark from the Greek delegation, the Presidency confirmed that the relevant
paragraph in 9375/98 CK4 23 covered Cyprus as well as the CEECs.
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Transatlantic dialogue. This subject was considered in the context of agenda item 5.

Work programme outlined in 9626/98 ASIM 154 PECOS 84 CY 7. CIREFI took note of
the above-mentioned document (in particular, Principles 6 and 7), which had been
previously presented to the K.4 Committee, and was on CIREFI's agenda only for the

purpose of providing CIREFI with a framework for its work during the coming six months.

3. CIREFI statistics with particular reference to the Commission's action plan
Docs 9987/98 CIREFI 48
8927/1/98 CIREFI 35 REV 1
7837/98 ASIM 109 CIREA 40 CIREFI 26
This subject was partly dealt with under item 2 (see above). In response to a query from
the Danish delegation concerning any future adjustment that needs to be made to the
action plan in the light of CIREFI's previous meeting, the Commission representative
clarified that it had taken note of the conclusions reached at that meeting, which would
be duly reflected in the questionnaire which it would soon distribute to all Member States.
4. Information exchange on current problems with illegal immigration
The outcome of CIREFI's discussion on this item is set out in 10763/98 CIREFI 52
(RESTREINT).
5. Meeting with the United States and Canada
- Discussion of topics on the agenda
The Presidency suggested a discussion of problems experienced with immigrants from
specific countries of origin on which each counterpart had more extensive experience; the
countries of origin on which the United States and Canada could share their experience
might be Colombia, Ecuador and Bolivia.
Further items proposed for discussion included the following:
- the smuggling of Sri Lankans into West Europe via North America (D);
- the issue of prior notice of deportations from North America via European
airports (NL);
- measures to deal with the problem of aliens arriving without documents (NL);
- measures to combat trafficking networks (S).
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Participation of EDU in CIREFI meetings
Doc. 9595/98 CIREFI 46 EUROPOL 66

Further to Council's approval of 9595/98 CIREFI 46 EUROPOL 66, CIREFI agreed to invite
EDU to participate in the next meeting, where in particular, it could attend the discussion

concerning the procedure for quick information exchange.

. Outcome of the meeting of the Budapest Group on illegal immigration through South-East
Europe (Budapest, 29 and 30 June 1998)
Delegations received the conclusions of the above-mentioned meeting.
The German delegation presented the measures agreed at the meeting, and emphasized
that a first evaluation of the implementation of these measures would take place at the
Warsaw meeting to be held in December 1998.
8. Any other business
No points were raised under this item.
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