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on Wednesday 15 July 1998 

1 . Adoption of the agenda 

The agenda set out in Telex 3077 of 3 July 1998 was approved with the addition of 

points (a) to (e) under Other business. 

The French delegation expressed dissatisfaction at the fact that the documents for the 

meeting had been translated into all languages except French, and entered linguistic 

reservations on all of them. 

2. Presentation of the Presidency's work programme 

9375/98 CK4 23 

The Presidency's work programme with regard to False Documents as set out in 

9375/98 CK4 23 was welcomed by the Working Party. 

3. Exchange of information 

United Kingdom delegation: the United Kingdom delegation presented four 

new articles from Forgery Finder. 
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General Secretariat: the General Secretariat circulated specimens of 

the European Union Laissez-passer, and replied 

to questions from the Greek and German 

delegations on the possibility of modifying the 

security features of the document and on its 

date of introduction. 

4. Better and faster exchanges of information on false documents 

9664/98 ASIM 159 FAUXDOC 7 

The Austrian delegation presented the proposal contained in the abovementioned 

document, the aim of which was to speed up the sometimes very lengthy procedure 

applied hitherto for bringing information on the fraudulent use of documents to the 

attention of control officials. 

The German and Netherlands delegations agreed with the thinking behind this proposal. 

The Netherlands delegation stressed the importance of the reference to the intranet 

method on page 2 of the document and the German delegation welcomed the proposed 

measures concerning the introduction of a code-number system. 

The other delegations were also in sympathy with the proposed action. The French 

delegation entered a linguistic reservation and the Portuguese delegation a scrutiny 

reservation. 

At the suggestion of the Presidency it was decided that the delegations' comments on 

9764/98 should be submitted in writing to the General Secretariat by 

2 September 1998 so that the Working Party could take a decision on the proposed 

action at its meeting on 10 September 1998. 
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5. Determination of a harmonised reference system precisely defining forgery features 

identified during checks on false documents 

9662/98 ASIM 157 FAUXDOC 5 

The Austrian delegation presented the above proposal, the aim of which was to improve 

the relevant statistics and the comparability of forgeries by establishing a single coding 

system for each type of forgery. 

The Presidency asked the delegations to say first of all whether they agreed or 

disagreed with the philosophy of this proposal so that, once an agreement had been 

achieved, a discussion could be held on the way in which the system might be 

introduced. 

Several delegations referred to the various systems already used by Member States of 

the European Union and by other international bodies such as Interpol. 

Although agreement was reached on the philosophy of the proposed action, a number 

of delegations (DK/ES/P/I) entered scrutiny reservations. The French delegation entered 

a linguistic reservation. 

The Belgian delegation told the Working Party that Belgium had a more elaborate system 

which would be adopted by the Netherlands in the near future. It invited the Austrian 

delegation to come and see the system in operation . 

The Presidency said it would look at the existing systems, in particular the Belgian 

system, so that they could be taken into account in a revised version of 9662/98. 

6. Other business 

(a) Report on the meeting of the Odysseus Management Committee 
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The Commission representative reported to the Working Party on the latest 

meeting of the Odysseus Programme Management Committee, which had taken 

place on 6 July 1998. He also said that, in view of the delay in starting the 

programme, a second selection of projects would be made at the end of the year. 

The deadline for submitting projects was 30 September 1998. 
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The Greek delegation put the following questions to the Commission 

representative: 

Could a request for funding be submitted by a country that was applying 

for accession? 

Could a seminar financed by the Odysseus Programme be held in a third 

country? 

Where would the seminar for training instructors take place? 

The Commission representative answered the first question in the negative and 

the second question in the affirmative. He said the seminar for training instructors 

would take place in Eindhoven. 

(b) Report on the EUROPA Project 

The Belgian delegation gave an oral report on the EUROPA Project and said that a 

new approach had been introduced on 1 July 1998. As from that date it was 

intended that the number of requests from Belgium should fall by 90 % I with the 

replacement of systematic consultation by a process of selective consultation 

based on experience gained so far and on the relevant statistics. A detailed report 

would be presented in September. 

(c) Planned seminar in the Netherlands 
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The Netherlands delegation said that an experts' seminar was in preparation. This 

would be an innovation for the European Union given the level of knowledge 

required of participants. More detailed information would be sent to the Member 

States. The delegation also suggested that the False Documents Working Party 

should become a centre for matters to do with training. Member States and the 

Union were doing a great deal of work on the subject of training and the risk of 

duplication could never be ruled out. A longer-term approach would have to be 

developed to ensure that the measures taken in this area complemented each 

other. 

manlDJMldot EN 

4 



The Greek delegation endorsed the Netherlands delegation's remarks and said that 

the False Documents Working Party ought to have a greater role in the area of 

organised crime. When the Amsterdam Treaty came into force the Working Party 

would have to make a substantial contribution to the fight against organised 

crime, given that false documents were produced and used in this area. 

Following the Netherlands delegation's remarks, the Presidency announced that 

the subject of training would be placed on the agenda for the meeting on 

10 September 1998. It also asked the Greek delegation to let the General 

Secretariat have a written proposal setting out its comments which could be 

discussed at the Working Party's next meeting. 

(d) New Italian passport 

The Italian delegation distributed examples of Italy's "new format" standard 

passport, which had been in circulation since 15 April 1998. 

(e) Kurz-Info 
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The Austrian delegation presented two articles from Kurz-Info and answered 

delegations' questions about them. 
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