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OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS

of : Customs Cooperation Working Party (Experts)

on: 17 September 1998

1. Adoption of the agenda

The Working Party adopted the agenda set out in telex 3789 of 9 September 1998.

2. Strategic action programme for customs (3rd pillar)

The Working Party

— examined the objectives for the implementation of the draft strategic action

programme for customs (10607/98 ENFOCUSTOM 43);

— decided to prepare a revised version of the objectives in the light of the discussion.
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3. External frontier strategy: Guide for the application of risk analysis in combating

smuggling in the field of general air transport (third pillar)

The Working Party:

- welcomed the guide for the application of risk analysis (9299/98 ENFOCUSTOM 35)
drawn up in the context of the joint action of 9 June 1997 for the refining of
targeting criteria, selection methods, etc. and collection of customs and police
information (OJ L 159, 17.6.1997, p. 1);

— examined the guide and decided to prepare a revised version for the next meeting.

4. Risk analysis: proposed basic design for establishment of a central risk-analysis unit

(centre of expertise)

(10636/98 ENFOCUSTOM 45)

The Working Party:

— examined the Presidency's proposal for the establishment of a central risk-analysis

unit;

- noted that a number of delegations would be submitting papers on their own central

units;

— decided to return to the matter at a forthcoming meeting.

5. Istanbul Resolution of 24 and 25 May 1977 on the exchange of information on illicit

trafficking in narcotic drugs, Annex lll

(10932/98 ENFOCUSTOM 48)

The Working Party noted that

— the German delegation proposed that the customs administrations of the EU Member
State discontinue reports under Istanbul Resolution No 2 and - instead — step up
reports to the central information system of the World Customs Organisation in the

context of national legislation and to the extent to which it permits;
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— a number of delegations could accept the German delegation’s suggestion, while
others reserved their positions. The matter should be reexamined with a

representative of the WCO present.

6. Report on the joint operation by the French and Austrian customs administrations

(11119/98 ENFOCUSTOM 51 + ADD 1)

The Working Party:

- welcomed the initiative taken by the French and Austrian customs administrations in

carrying out a road-traffic customs surveillance operation in June and July 1998;

- recommended that the experience gained in this operation be taken into account in

future customs surveillance exercises;

— was informed that the French and Austrian customs administrations intended to

carry out a repeat exercise with the participation of other services.

7. List of joint customs surveillance exercises for 1999

The Working Party:

— drew up the above list in accordance with the Council Resolution of 9 June 1997
concerning a handbook for joint customs surveillance operations

(OJ C 193, 24.6.1997, p. 4);

— asked the delegations to coordinate the surveillance operations as follows: German
delegation — road traffic and railways, French delegation — container control, Spanish

delegation — air traffic, Swedish delegation — shipping;

— held an exchange of views on possible surveillance operations relating to firearms,

excise duties, paedophile material and drugs.

11291/98 ott/MM/vmd EN
DG H II 3



8. Reports on the outcome of joint customs surveillance exercises in 1998

The Working Party:

— was briefed by the Netherlands delegation on the "Quest" air traffic operation

(11145/98 ENFOCUSTOM 52);

— noted that the World Customs Organisation would shortly be submitting a report on

the "Roadrunner" operation (Balkan route);

— was briefed on the state of play in the "Tridente"” operation (shipping) and the

"Osprey" operations 1 and 2 (paedophile material).

9. Other business

Container control: Multiannual action plan for sea containers

The United Kingdom delegation briefed the Working Party on an experts' meeting held in
Gatwick on 25 August 1998 in the context of the action plan for the control of sea
containers (10985/98 ENFOCUSTOM 50).

The Working Party noted the proposed work programme and timetable.
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