
"-
EUROPEAN UNION 

THE COUNCIL 
Brussels, 5 October 1998 

11728/98 

LIMITE 

CRIMORG 153 

OUTCOME OF PROCEEDINGS 

of : Multidisciplinary Group on Organized Crime (MDG) 

on: 30 September 1998 

1. Adoption of the Agenda 

The MDG adopted the agenda set out in Telex No 4048 of 23 September 1998. The 

French Delegation stated that the documents for the meeting were not available until the 

beginning of the meeting and entered a scrutiny reservation concerning the documents 

listed on the agenda. 

Portugal also noted that due to the rapid succession of the MDG meetings, the 

relevant documents are issued too late. 

2. Prevention of organised crime, discussion of revised draft 

doc. 9986/1/98 CRIMORG 110 REV 1 

The Presidency gave an outline of the revised document CRIMORG 110 REV 1. 

The revised text takes the remarks made by the delegations in previous discussions into 

account and tries to follow the relevant articles of the Action Plan. 

It is the intention of the Presidency to express the political will of the Member States to 

emphasise with this resolution the prevention of organised crime in addition to the Action 

Plan. 
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Several Member States welcomed the revised draft and supported the essential 

features of it. 

The Resolution was discussed in detail and there was a general agreement that 

further work has to be done. 

The Presidency will prepare a revised draft in the light of the discussions (see 9986/2/98 

CRIMORG 110 REV 2) and this document will be placed on the agenda of the next MDG 

meeting on 8 October 1998. 

3. Vienna meeting of Moscow-liaison officers 

Docs 11386/98 CRIMORG 136 NIS 76 

11557/98 CRIMORG 140 NIS 80 

The Presidency gave an outline of the outcome of the meeting of Moscow-liaison 

officers in Vienna on 16 September 1998. The results of this meeting can be found in 

CRIMORG 136 NIS 76. 

The meeting was regarded as a success, providing a worthwhile and useful exchange of 

experiences at the practitioners level. The presentation of case studies from Austria and 

the UK also identified and confirmed both areas of difficulty and lessons to be drawn. In 

conclusion the delegates made several proposals for recommendations to be taken forward 

and considered by the MDG, for steps forward in responding to recommendation 4 of the 

Action Plan -co-operation with Russia. 

To begin the interface between the Russian authorities and the EU a follow up to this 

meeting was proposed. This meeting would take the format of a two days conference in 

Moscow including representatives from Russia, and should be envisaged under the 

German presidency. 

Leading on from the Finnish proposal at the K.4 meeting of the 14 September 1998 to co­

ordinate European activity in the field of agreements both at a civil and criminal law level, 

the Group discussed the proposal of setting up a clearinghouse at the General Secretariat 

to act as one main central reference point to collect bilateral agreements and current and 

future initiatives in relation to Russia. 
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The German Liaison Officer could act as an interlocutor under the German Presidency in 

order that a single contact point for the Member States could be established in relation to 

European matters. Furthermore regular meetings of the Liaison Officers should take place 

in Moscow on the basis of the framework of the Joint Action concerning liaison officers 

and the production of a user friendly guide in Russian on how to contact Member States in 

the area of Mutual legal assistance should be compiled. 

There were some concerns raised that CRIMORG 136 does not reflect Recommendation 4 

of the Action Plan and that the agreed practitioners forum should take place before the 

end of the year as agreed during the UK Presidency. 

The Presidency asked the delegations to submit future civil and criminal law enforcement 

bilateral agreements to the General Secretariat. 

Belgium and France entered a scrutiny reservation on the document . 

The Presidency will revise the document in the light of the discussions. 

The General Secretariat presented the results of a revised questionnaire which was 

answered by the liaison officers based in Moscow. The findings were a useful tool in 

confirming trends and identifying new practices. The results can be found in CRfMORG 

140. 

4. Vulnerable professions 

The Commission presented the outcomes of the hearing of 25 June 1998 on the 

protection of professions which might be exposed to organised crime. 

A summary of this meeting was distributed to the delegations in a room document. The 

hearing included representatives of the European and national professional associations 

which expressed their reflections on the implementation of Recommendation 12 of the 

Action Plan on organised crime . 
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The conclusions of this meeting were as follows: 

A study could be envisaged under the Falcone programme to gain a better 
knowledge of the risk, the irregularities observed and more generally the 
implementation of codes of conduct and other rules to which professions are 
subject , 

To continue the dialogue with the European associations and to concentrate on 
practical steps to implement Recommendation 12 of the Action Plan at professional 
and institutional level, 

Necessity to involve the national competent authorities in this process . 

There was general agreement that the Member States should be involved in this work. 

Further discussions could take place in the MDG . Possibly, the associations could be 

invited to a future meeting. 

The Commission will send invitations to the MDG for the follow up meeting on 26 October 

1998 via the General Secretariat . 

5. Money laundering 

The Presidency gave an oral interim report on the work of the informal Money Laundering 

Experts Group and recalled the mandate of the group which can be found in 8061/98 

CRIMORG 63. 

So far, two meetings under the UK-Presidency and two meetings under the Austrian 

Presidency have taken place . Fact finding missions to the Netherlands, Belgium and Italy 

were completed; missions to France and Portugal will be carried out in October. 

The report will focus on best practises identified during these visits and will be also based 

on additional information provided by the Member States. 

The report will highlight problems which were encountered and will give recommendations 

to the MDG. Although the time limit for the final report to the MDG on 24 November 1998 

will be difficult to achieve, the Experts Group hopes to complete the report on time. 

There was a general consent that if this study was successful, this could be used as a 

model for similar experts groups that may be set-up in the future to address other points 

on the Action Plan. 
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6. Implementation of the Resolution on individuals who co-operate with the judicial 

authorities in the fight against international organised crime 

doc. 9258/1/98 CRIMORG 96 Rev 1 

The Presidency gave an outline of the document CRIMORG 96 Rev 1 and asked the 

delegations to submit comments to the General Secretariat in writing. The final document 

should be sent to the Council for information. 

Several delegations felt that the conclusions in Subparagraph 7.2. should be amended. 

The Presidency concluded that the Secretariat would revise the document in the light of 

comments made (in writing before 15 October). It would then be submitted to the K.4 

Committee. 

7. Outcome JHA Council 24 September 

The Presidency gave an oral report on the outcome of the JHA Council on 24 September 

and highlighted the political agreement 1 on the Joint Action on money laundering, the 

identification, tracing, freezing, seizing and confiscation of instrumentalities and the 

proceeds from crime. The Presidency is confident that this Joint Action will be ready for 

adoption as A-point at one of the next Council meetings. 

The Council asked the Member States to speed up the implementation of Recommendation 

13 and 14 of the Action Plan and to ratify the relevant agreements as soon as possible. 

The Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters faces difficult problems in the 

area of interception of telecommunication. 

The Europol convention comes into effect on 1 October 1998, however work still has to 

be done in certain areas. 

Parliamentary scrutiny reservation by NL, Linguistic reservation by Portugal. 
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8. Other business 

The Presidency reported on the outcome of the joint meeting of the MDG with the Police 

Cooperation Group regarding the Draft Joint Action on child pornography. There will be an 

informal working group in the margins of the next MDG on 8 October 1998 to work on 

the draft. Member States were invited to send their experts to this meeting. The 

discussion of the results of this working group is expected for the MDG meeting on 20 

October 1998. 

Finland reported on the outcome of an international conference on responding to the 

challenges of transnational crime on 25-27 August 1998. The results of this meeting were 

distributed to the delegations in a room document . 

EDU-Europol informed the group that from 1 October Europol will have an official Web Site 

with the following address: www.europol.eu.int. 
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