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SUBJECT Industrial aspects of Enlargement 

1. In conformity with its mandate and in view of a discussion to be held in the 

Industry Council on 16 November 1998, the Enlargement Group examined the 

Presidency discussion paper on "Industrial aspects of Enlargement" 

(doc. 12232/98). The Commission representative announced that a working paper 

by the Commission services was being prepared. 

2. From the detailed exchange of views in the Group the following general points 

should be particularly noted: 

(a) The Group emphasized the need to respect the priorities as set out in the 

Accession Partnerships; 

(b) The Group stressed that the Presidency paper should not prejudge the 

allocation of funds within the new Phare programme and should not entail 

additional spending commitments on the part of the EU ; 
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(c) A number of changes to the structure of the document were suggested (1). 

In particular: 

the paragraph referring to the 20 July meeting of industry managing 

directors and on the 30 October informal ministerial meeting should be 

shortened; 

the need for a reference to the event on "Industry and Enlargement" 

organised by the Organisation of Austrian Industry and the Commission on 

5 October 1998 was questioned; 

(d) A number of delegations (in particular D, E, F, P, UK) questioned the need for 

inclusion of Part II of the discussion paper (" Possible joint solutions"). One 

delegation felt that the second and sixth indents of Part II could be retained 

for discussion purposes; 

(e) There was general feeling that the questions to Ministers under Part III of the 

document should be replaced by language referring to work towards 

accession. E, P suggested, for their part, replacing these questions with the 

following: "To what extent can existing instruments and the new Phare 

programme meet the challenges that have been identified?". 

3. A number of specific points were also raised. They are summarised in the Annex. 

(1) It was felt that minor drafting changes were necessary to accord with standard 
Union practice. 
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ANNEX 

SPECIFIC POINTS 

As regards specific points raised by delegations on document 12332/98, the 
following in particular should be noted: 

p.2, line 3: .E delegation suggested replacing "all participating States" with "the 
enlarged Union" ; 

p. 2, line 6: .E delegation demanded clarification on the notion that enlargement 
would boost the Union's trade with the rest of the world; 

p.2, last line: there are not seven, but 31 chapters in the negotiations; 

p.3, para 3: .s. delegation asked for elimination of the text beginning with the 
second sentence up to the end of paragraph, as an informal meeting of ministers 
never produces conclusions; 

p.3, para 4: .s. delegation asked that the event" Industry and Enlargement" not be 
cited; 

p. 4, line 1: .E delegation suggested a reference to "the margins of the Industry 
Council" and elimination of "unlike the informal meeting of Industry Ministers in 
Klagenfurt" ; 

p.4, first tiret: ElF delegations suggested a reference to "implementation of the 
Europe Agreements" and .E to "the transposition and implementation of the 
acquis" ; 

p.4, third tiret: .E delegation pointed out that the reference to improved 
cooperation between industry and management was nuclear; 

p.4, fourth tiret: ElF delegations suggested a reference to the principles of 
Article 130 ECT and of Community competition law, on the basis of the wording 
retained in the EU common position on the industrial policy negotiating chapter; 

p.4, sixth tiret: .E delegation suggested referring to the standards and rules 
contained in the Community "acquis" ; 

p.4, seventh tiret: .s. delegation requested elimination of this tiret, as this did not 
concern the Industry Ministers meeting; 

p.4, eighth tiret: .E delegation suggested not releving to an inventory of all existing 
state aid; candidates should rather be encouraged to apply the "acquis" fully; 

p.4: .E delegation suggested the inclusion of an additional reference to 
environment and to the integration of the regional dimension into industrial policy 
planning. 
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