
NOTE 

EUROPEAN UNION 
THE COUNCIL 

from: Presidency 
to: Customs Cooperation Working Party 

Brussels, 18 November 1998 (24.11) 
(OR. d) 

13111198 

LIMITE 

ENFOCUSTOM 66 

Nos prevo docs: 10988/97 ENFOCUSTOM 51,10607/2/98 ENFOCUSTOM 43 REV 2 + COR 1 
(d,en,es) + COR 2 

Subject: Strategic action programme for the customs administrations of the Member States 
(third pillar) 
- Powers of customs officials on long-term secondment 

Point 6.2 of the draft strategic action programme for customs administrations (third pillar) provides 

that Member States should, with mutual consent, endeavour to develop long-term exchanges of 

customs officials. To that end, they should endeavour to second officials to the customs 

administrations of other Member States on an experimental basis, so that these officials may carry 

out their duties in particular at the entry and exit points of the Member States' customs territory. 

The host Member States are to endeavour, without prejudice to their national law, to entrust such 

officials with the same duties as their own officials. 

Some preliminary steps have already been taken in this direction in implementing the multi-annual 

action plan for sea containers (10985/98 ENFOCUSTOM 50. Under the planned procedure for 

implementing the draft strategic action programme, exchanges of officials are to take place on a 

continuous basis (see point 9 of 10607/2/98 ENFOCUSTOM 43 REV 2). 
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NOTE 

de la presidence 
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nO doc. prec. : 10988/97 ENFOCUSTOM 51 ; 10607/2/98 ENFOCUSTOM 43 REV 2 + 
COR 1 (d,en,es) + COR 2 

Objet Programme d'action strategique pour les administrations douanieres des Etats 
membres (troisieme pilier) 

Competences des agents des douanes en cas d' echange is long terme 

II est prevu au point 6.2. du projet de programme d'action strategique pour les 

administrations douanieres dans Ie cadre du troisieme pilier que les Etats membres doivent 

s'efforcer de developper, sur la base d'accords mutuels, notamment les echanges a long 

terme d'agents des douanes. lis doivent en particulier s'efforcer a cette fin de detacher a 

titre experimental des agents aupres des administrations douanieres d' autres Etats 

membres, afin que ces agents exercent leur mission notamment aux points d'entree et de 

sortie du territoire douanier des Etats membres. Les Etats membres d'accueil s'efforcent, 

dans Ie respect de leur droit national, de confier a ces agents les memes missions qu'a leurs 

propres agents. 

De premieres mesures ont deja ete prises dans cette direction a I'occasion de la mise en 

oeuvre du Plan d'action pluriannuel pour Ie controle des conteneurs maritimes (10985/98 

ENFOCUSTOM 50). II est maintenant prevu, dans Ie cadre des travaux relatifs a la mise en 

oeuvre du projet de programme d'action strategique, que des echanges aient lieu en 

permanence (cf. point 9 du document 10607/2/98 ENFOCUSTOM 43 REV 2). 
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