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SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS

2)
f)

of : meeting of Working Party on Information

on: 20 November 1998

1. Follow-up to Seminar on Information

The Working Party examined the outcome of the 2nd Seminar on Information held on
the same day at the headquarters of the Council and attended by representatives of
information departments of the Member States and the EU Institutions.

It was decided that the conclusions reached at the Seminar (see Annex |) would serve
as guidelines for the various information departments involved, and as a basis for
following up the work of this forum.

2. Council conclusions on Openness and Cooperation in the field of information activities

The Working Party examined draft Council conclusions submitted by the Presidency.

The Presidency and the General Secretariat provided a series of explanations at the

request of delegations. One of the issues concerned audiovisual facilities at the Council.

The representative of the General Secretariat pointed out in this connection that the

installation of such equipment would have to be considered in the context of the current

operating budget.
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The Working Party recorded its agreement in principle on the draft conclusions, subject
to a reservation by the Danish delegation and on condition that the General Secretariat
forwarded the approved text to the delegations.

A series of consultations with members of the Working Party subsequently led to the
drafting of 13314/1/98 REV 1, which was submitted to Coreper.

3. Confirmatory application for access to Council documents by Mr Steve PEERS
(13/98) (")

Mr Peers had asked for 15 documents, following three initial requests. All the
documents related to cooperation in the field of Justice and Home Affairs and referred
to recent or current Council proceedings.

After examining the documents in question, the Working Party recorded its agreement
on the disclosure of two documents. Once again, the discussion demonstrated that
four delegations dispute the fact that opinions of the Council Legal Service should be
automatically protected, i.e. with no account being taken of their specific content.

The Danish delegation voted against the draft reply resulting from the discussions and
requested that the vote be published. A majority of delegations agreed to publish the
result of the vote.

The German delegation entered a scrutiny reservation.

(Y The position of the delegations on each of the documents examined is set out in
Annex Il.
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ANNEX |

Seminar Conclusions
1.  The seminar has highlighted the usefulness of holding an exchange of experience and
ideas on methods of informing citizens about the European Union.

In particular, the seminar welcomes the progress made by the Commission and the
Member States in following up on the 27 March 1998 seminar:

the significant increase in targeted visit programmes, particularly media visits;

the consolidation of EU hotlines in all member states (Europe Direct);

the valuable experience offered by the priority information actions;
- the increased use of the Europa gateway to the institutions’ websites.

2. Despite the wide range of audiences it has been found that the challenges confronting
the various information departments, at both Member State and EU level, are similar.

These departments have to cope with an increasing demand for information on the most
varied European issues, often from very different perspectives.

3. Use of new media, and of the Internet in particular, is fully justified in the case of highly
qualified audiences and multipliers such as universities, administrations, the media and
businesses, as well as a new public {the young, the education sector) which are
connecting themselves up to the Internet in increasing numbers. However, the seminar
notes that the Internet by itself cannot at present satisfy the needs of the public at
large.

The seminar recommends the creation of a "Group of Coordinators of Internet Servers
of the European Union" composed of representatives of the Member States and
EUROPA's inter-institutional editorial committee. In a first phase, the Group would
examine the links which should be created between the European server and the servers
of national public administrations and study particular initiatives aimed at, for example,
the young, the education sector, the media. The seminar invites the Commission to
convoke a first meeting of the Group.

4, Information activities on European issues can be very useful. Their implementation
nevertheless requires good vertical and horizontal cooperation between the different
national and Community bodies involved.
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5. Ifitis to be credible, information must be provided at the most appropriate level, taking
duly into account the profiles of the recipients and their varying levels of comprehension
of EU issues.

6. With the dual aim of transparency and effectiveness, information must identify the
source and accurately reflect the division of responsibilities in the decision-making
process and an appropriate "visibility" for each of the institutions is necessary.

7. The priority information actions, particularly in the case of the information strategy on
the Euro, have offered valuable experience. They have demonstrated the ability of the
European institutions and the Member States to have significant impact when their
efforts and resources are combined in an organised way. Information can be adapted to
the needs of both specialists and the public at large, and the duplication of effort
avoided.

The Commission is invited to explore, together with the Member States and the
European Parliament, potential priority areas where similar joint plans might be applied in
the medium term.

8. The seminar invites the Commission to strengthen cooperation between "Europe Direct”
and appropriate information services in the Member States in order to ensure a real and
coherent dialogue with European citizens.

The seminar encourages the Commission, in cooperation with the Member States, to
take initiatives to stimulate the role of regional media in bringing the Union closer to its
citizens through concrete pilot projects.

9. The seminar recognises that raising awareness about the European Elections, which will
take place on 10, 11 and 13 June 1999, represents a common objective for the
European Union.

The seminar encourages the European institutions to combine their efforts in order to
sensitise European citizens about the importance of these dates through civic
information actions encouraging people to vote.

Carried out in full respect for national rules and regulations about election campaigns,
these actions should be the object of close cooperation in each Member State along the
lines of the priority actions model.

The Commission is invited to call an informal meeting with those responsible for
information in the Member States on a voluntary basis with the participation of the
European Parliament to discuss potential areas of cooperation with regard to informing
European citizens about the Elections to the European Parliament with a view to
developing concrete initiatives.
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ANNEX It

Confirmatory Application M. S. PEERS 13/98 (doc. 12733/98 )

Ve S e DK . GR ES F Wl on L b 2 Po| N s UK
10539/98 - 4.2 - - (1 - - - = - = - - - - - -
13667/97 + + + (1) + + + + + + + + + + + +
10277/98 . 4.2 . . (1) " = : . - : . . ; . . .
9981/98 - 4.1 - (2) (1) - - - - - . - . - (2) -

2412/98 - 4.2 + 4.1 |- 2) (1 . . z . . . (2) . . (2) . (3)
2409/98 - 4.2 - - (1 . - - - - - ; . . . . .
7403/98 - 4.1 . . (1) - . = . ; - . . . _ . .
9791/98 - 4.1 - - (1) : - - - - - - ; - + ; +
10113/98 . 4.2 - - (1) - - . ; ; - . } .

10116/98 . 4.2 5 5 (1) 5 g . . : . - . . + ; +
10034/98 - 4.2 - - (1 - - - - - - - - - - =

10097/98 - 4.2 . - (1) 2 S s . - % s . s . 5 N
8712/98 + + + (1) + + + + + + + + + + + +
9211/98 - 4.2 . . (1 - ; - . - B ) ) i . B .
9818/98 s 4.2 . ; (1) . - - . B - ; _ . ) . .

Observations:

(1) : scrutiny reservation
(2): Document should not be refused by virtue of Article 4(1)
(3): reservation on whether document should be refused on the basis of Article 4(1) or Article 4(2)
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