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1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of agenda

The Presidency welcomed the delegations participating in the 2nd meeting of the Group
which had commenced under the UK Presidency and reminded delegations of the links to

the European conference in Luxemburg on 6 October 1998.

The agenda as set out in telex 4930 of 4 November 1998 was adopted.

2. Practical measures for combating child pornography and organised trafficking in human

beings

— Presentation by Europol on trafficking in women,

- International Conference on trafficking in women , Vienna 20/21 October1998:
Report by the Presidency

- EU contact points: Information by the Presidency

- Good practice in mutual legal assistance in criminal matters: Information by the
Presidency

- Discussion on further measures to be taken

Europol introduced its document number 2565-20 on trafficking in women, and
outlined the basis for the document stressing the importance of central and eastern
Europe in this field of criminality which had been highlighted by the organised crime
situation report. The experts were invited to examine what measures could be taken

in this field.
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Although it was acknowledged that this form of organised crime was of the low risk,
high profit category, various areas of common difficulties were identified. Those of
most concern included the low interception rate, lack of visa restrictions, non
co-operation of the victims, low crime prioritisation and lack of information between
law enforcement agencies in various countries. The direct involvement of Eastern
European organised crime gangs in these activities would appear to have increased,

calling for a concerted effort to tackie the phenomena.

Recommendations for action in this field included data collection from all Member
States leading to an active exchange of information, a further detailed Organised
Crime Situation Report, the reduction of fraudulent documents and protection of

witnesses.

The Presidency reported on the International Conference in Vienna on the trafficking
in women 20/21 October. This conference was convened by the Austrian Ministry of
Interior and ICPO and included 30 states and international organisations. The
conference provided a platform for the exchange of experiences and national
strategies, and acknowledged the complimentary role that Europol and ICPO should

play in this field.

The Polish delegation informed the Group of their forthcoming international
conference planned for 18/19 December 1998 on trafficking in women, and invited

interested parties to attend.

Contact points -The Presidency stressed the importance of information exchange in
this field and the use of contact points in facilitating this work. It was agreed that
the contact points within the EU are recognised as Europol is already in place and

when dealing with 3rd countries ICPO would have a role to play.

The Presidency drew the attention of the Group to doc 6143/98 CRIMORG 24 (the
list of contact points within the EU for tackling organised crime) and proposed that
other States forward their contact points to the Council Secretariat in order that a

more complete response could be provided by all States.

The Presidency concluded that at the next meeting of the PAPEG on 25 November it

intended to discuss legal and technical conditions for information exchange in this area.
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3. Joint Action of 24 February 1997 concerning action to combat trafficking in human beings

and sexual exploitation of children

- Discussion on whether the law is in conformity with the definitions contained in the
Joint Action.

- Discussion on measures to ensure availability of victims as witnesses in criminal
action concerning trafficking in human beings or sexual exploitation of children.

= Discussion on whether countries are able to co-operate in cases concerning offences
covered by the Joint Action

- Discussion of possibilities to extend the provisions of the Joint Action

- Delegations of MS provided information concerning appropriate legislation in

conformity with the definitions contained in the Joint Action.

During discussion concerning aspects of the Joint Action and measures available regarding
witnesses, some Member States distributed papers detailing their specific response (see
13177/98 CRIMORG 181 CEDCO 3). Several delegations explained their current situation
and gave an overview from a legal and practical standpoint. The general indications from
the Group were that in responding to this threat nearly all countries had or were in the
process of drafting suitable legislation, whilst simultaneously adopting practical procedures

in relation to witnesses.

In order that a more comprehensive overview of measures could be accessible to
delegations, participating States were invited to submit written documents to the General
Secretariat outlining the procedures available in their respective countries to counter this

area of criminality.

Leading on from the discussion several areas of difficulty were identified in particular in the

field of international co-operation.

In identifying a way forward the Presidency, having confirmed that it seemed that all
States had good bases of legislation in the judicial field, stated that it was essential to

harness this expertise within the operative arena.
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Whilst acknowledging that work was already being undertaken in other fora notably the
PAPEG, the Presidency proposed that a practical project involving Member States, Europol,
third countries and in particular applicant countries could be initiated. In the first instance
this project could be used to tackle the problem of trafficking in women at the regional
borders. Delegates were therefore invited by the Presidency to attend a forthcoming

meeting in Vienna where it intended to discuss these issues.

4. Presentation by the Austrian delegation of a case study (time permitting)

Due to time constraints it was not possible to proceed with the presentation.

The Presidency informed the Group that the next meeting would be on

15 December 1998.
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