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Subject: Funding of the 1999 activities of the Europol Drugs Unit and Europol 

1. On 24 September 1998 the Council adopted the 1999 Europol budget amounting to 

Euro 18 896 000. However, it now seems that not all of the acts referred to in 

Article 45(4) of the Europol Convention will have entered into force on 1 January 1999. 

This means that in accordance with Article 45(5) of the Convention the Europol Drugs 

Unit will continue its activities during the first months of 1999 and that Europol will only 

be able to take up its activities thereafter. 

The financing of the 1999 activities must be decided on in accordance with Article 7 of 

the Joint Action of 10 March 1995 concerning the Europol Drugs Unit and Article 35 of 

the Europol Convention. 

In its meetings on 2 and 25 November 1998 the Europol Management Board discussed 

the financing of the activities of the Europol Drugs Unit and of Europol in 1999. 
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2. In view of the expected delay in Europol taking up its activities, COREPER agreed at its 

meeting on 2 December 1998 that the continued activities of the Europol Drugs Unit in 

the first months of 1999 should be financed from appropriations entered in the Europol 

budget for 1999. This extraordinary procedure will be subject to supervision by 

Europol's Management Board, which will be kept informed by the EDU, and will make 

proposals to the Council for the use of any balance that may be available. 

3. The Council is requested to adopt the agreement referred to under section 2 above. 
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