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The EU-Czech Republic Association Council held its fourth meeting at ministerial
level on Tuesday 10 November 1998, chaired by Mr. Jan KAVAN, Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic. The European Union Delegation was
headed by Mr Wolfgang SCHUSSEL, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Austria and
President-in-Office of the Council of the European Union. The European

Commission was represented by Commissioner Hans van den BROEK.

Since the last meeting of the Association Council in October 1997, EU-Czech
relations have entered into a new phase. The historic conclusions of the
Luxembourg European Council on enlargement of the Union have resulted in the
opening of the accession process in Spring 1998 and, as far as the Czech
Republic is concerned, the beginning of accession negotiations immediately
thereafter. This meeting of the Association Council was preceded by the second

meeting of the Accession Conference at Ministerial level.

Fulfilling its central role in mutual EU-Czech Republic relations, the Association
Council reviewed the Czech Republic's preparation towards accession to the
European Union and bilateral relations under the Europe Agreement. It also

exchanged views on international issues of common interest.
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2. The Association Council reviewed the progress made by the Czech Republic in its
accession preparations in the light of the Accession Partnership. Having taken
note of the Czech National Programme for the Adoption of the Acquis, it heard a
presentation by the Czech Republic of the advancement achieved as well as the
difficulties encountered in the preparation for membership. Whilst appreciating the
good progress made in certain areas, such as for instance certification and

~ standardization and regional policy, the Association Council noted that progress in
alignment of legislation and improvement of enforcement structures in general has
been rather limited. It emphasized the need to step up efforts. In this respect, it
noted that many of the proposals in the Governments Programme of 18 August

coincide with the priorities of the Accession Partnership.

The Association Council emphasized that effective preparation for accession will
be determined by the quality of transposition, application and enforcement of the
"acquis communautaire”. It is therefore essential to develop the institutional
capacity at all levels of public administration to plan, budget and implement the
Czech Republic's Programme of Approximation of Legislation. In this context, the
Association Council recalled the importance of preparing also the economic

operators for their role in the changing legislative framework.

The Association Council noted that the first regular report on accession progress
has been submitted by the Commission to the Council on 9 November and that it
will now be examined by the Council in view of the European Council in Vienna.
In this context, the Czech Republic announced its intention of presenting its point
of view on this matter as a contribution for reflection in preparation of the Vienna

European Council.
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3. Regarding the bilateral relations under the Europe Agreement, the Association .
Council appreciated the positive developments in trade relations since the last
meeting. Trade has continued to increase. The difficulties concerning the imports
of apples and of seed potatoes from the Community into the Czech Republic have

been solved.

The Association Council expressed its satisfaction with the good functioning of
the structures of the Association, which has allowed a number of issues to be
finalized since its last meeting. The important implementing rules in the area of
state aids were adopted on 24 June 1998. The Additional Protocol on Veterinary
and Phytosanitary measures came into force on 20 August 1998 and its
implementation will be discussed in the framework of the bodies established by
the Europe Agreement. The Additional Protocol concerning the commercial
adaptation of the Europe Agreement following the completion of the Uruguay
Round and Enlargement was signed on 27 October and will enter into force on 1
December 1998. Negotiations are ongoing with regard to the signing of a Protocol
on European Conformity Assessment. The Association Council took note that
following its last meeting, expert consultations have been held regarding the
implementation of Article 34 of the Europe Agreement (anti-dumping), and that
the Czech Republic expressed the wish to continue consultations on this matter
and announced its intention of raising the issue again at the level of the

Association Council.

Concerning participation in Community programmes, which will familiarize the
Czech Republic with Community procedures, the Association Council noted that
new Association Council Decisions regarding the participation in the Programmes
related to small and medium sized enterprises, energy efficiency (‘SAVE’) and
culture (‘Raphael’), are about to be adopted. Regarding the Health Promotion,
Combatting Cancer, Aids Prevention, Drug Dependence, and Equal Opportunities
programmes, it noted that the necessary procedures were under way. On the
MEDIA Il programme, the Union recalled that participation is conditional on a

sufficient degree of Czech alignment of the audio-visual "acquis".
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The ‘Association Council also welcomed the wish by the Czech Republic to be
fully associated with the EU's Fifth Framework Programme for Science, Research
and Development. In view of the opening of this programme, it recalled that the
conditions for the Czech Republic's participation in the programme will be fixed by

an Association Council Decision in due time.

4. Ministers also had a fruitful debate on international issues of common interest.
They noted with satisfaction that co-operation in the context of the common
foreign and security policy between the European Union and the Czech Republic

has continued to develop.

5. In conclusion, the Association Council reiterated its confidence in the
development of the EU-Czech Republic relations. It was looking forward to
dynamic and revitalized accession preparations and was confident that this would

bring the Czech Republic closer to membership of the European Union.
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