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introduction
1. Itis a key priority for the UK Presidency to do all that it can to ensure that the Europol
Convention enters into force as early as possible in 1998 and that Europol is ready to take up

its work very soon afterwards. This note reports briefly on progress so far.

Ratification of the Europol Convention

2. The Council Secretariat have so far received eleven instruments of ratification from
Member States. Belgium, Greece, Italy, and Luxembourg have still to complete domestic

procedures.

Preparation for implementation of the Convention

3. The confidentiality requlations (5694/2/98 EUROPOL 717 REV 2) have been submitted to

the Council for consideration as an “A” point.
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4. The EU Data Protection Commissioners Working Party on Police has presented a revised

draft of the Rules of Procedure of the Joint Supervisory Body to the Europol Working Group.

The Working Group is currently considering this draft and the Presidency intends that the JHA

Council should discuss the matter substantively at its meeting on 28/29 May.
5. The Netherlands have prepared a draft of the headquarters agreement which was
discussed by the Working Group on 3-4 February. The Working Group should be able at a

subsequent meeting to “freeze” a text for later consideration by the Management Board.

6. Work on the development of the Europol computer system continues. There have been

some delays and action has been taken to ensure better performance from the contractor.
Work on an interim solution is on course. A paper (171220/1/97 EUROPOL 56 REV 1) has

been submitted to the Council for consideration as an “A” point.

Management of the EDU

7. The EDU work programme for 1998 (5739/98 EUROPOL 18) and activity report for 1997
(6587/98 EUROPOL 14) have been submitted to the Council for consideration as “A” points.

8. A successful study visit to the EDU by US experts was undertaken from 27-30 January.

The UK Presidency will look to take forward the development of relations with the US over

the coming months.
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